Examples of research questions investigated by LMC Dev. Ed. Teaching Communities:

Fall 2005 Pre-Algebra Teaching Community’s Research Question

Does CAI (computer-aided instruction) and limited classroom instruction on procedural skills yield performance on standardized skill tests that is comparable to the performance of students in a traditional classroom where instruction is primarily focused on procedural skills?

Spring 2006 English 90 Teaching Community’s Research Questions

1. Do the practices of rhetorical grammar (analyzing and modeling paragraph-level passages to increase understanding of how grammar works with content to convey meaning) and sentence-combining (specifically, teaching sentence “templates” or lexical phrases) improve student outcomes in grammar?

2. Do students in the teaching community exhibit an increase in their grammatical skills from week two to week sixteen? Is there a gap between the grammatical concepts outlined in the English 90 Course Outline and the grammatical skills students demonstrate in their writing? 
Fall 2006 examples of research questions investigated by individuals in classroom-based Scholarship of Teaching and Learning (SoTL) projects

1. Is student ability to solve general word problems related to their own feelings and confidence as problem solvers?  My hypothesis is that affective disposition toward solving word problems and effectiveness at solving word problems are interconnected and that focusing on improving the former (affective issues) will greatly help improve the latter (effectiveness at solving word problems).

2. Will sustained, weekly practice writing analytic responses to assigned readings, with instructor feedback, improve academic fluency as expressed in reading comprehension and student essays in developmental English? By academic fluency, I mean the level of literacy that allows students to discuss readings thoughtfully and write about them coherently using the conventions of a thesis-driven essay, with good focus, development and an effective use of citations.

