Los Medanos Curriculum Committee

Minutes from September 15, 2010 
Present: Janice Townsend (Chairperson), Theodora Adkins, Christina Goff, Phil Gottlieb, Beth Shrieve, Dave Zimny, Kiran Kamath, Richard Livingston, Karen Nakaji, Gil Rodriguez, Eileen Valenzuela, Julie Von Bergen, Peter Doob for Lois Yamakoshi, Carol Hernandez, Shawn DeMille, and Margaret Hertstein, Note Taker.

Absent:  Susie Purdy, Grace Villegas, Pam Perfumo
Guest:  POLSC 010 student to observe our meeting.
Introductions were made around the table.
Announcements & Public Comment – None for today.
Approval of today’s Agenda- 
· Approved. (M/S;Adkins.Shrieve) Unanimous

Minutes from September 1, 2010 – Approved. (M/S;Zimny.Goff)  Unanimous

Consent Agenda- Approved. (M/S;Von Bergen.Goff) 7-0-1 
Proposed New 900 Course:

PTEC-902-Effective Soft Skills in Industrial Technology. Approved with motion to make the course repeatable only 1 time. (M/S;Nakaji.Shrieve) 5-2-1

Discussion of this course included:
· This course as written is very similar to courses already being offered in the Business major.  Maybe some collaboration could occur between BUS and PTEC to speak to the industrial students specifically.  To date the author has not contacted the Business Department for a conversation about a permanent new course that has not come through yet.  Kiran will speak to departments about this.

· A permanent new course outline to cover this material will be coming to the committee.  It has more detail to better distinguish it from this 900 course and the Business courses mentioned today.  The Advisory Boards for ETEC and PTEC have asked for this offering.  

Curriculum Committee Mission Statement 2006
Janice re-wrote the Curriculum Committee Mission Statement using input from the September 1st review by the committee.  The committee had additional recommendations for the wording in each bullet item.  Janice will revise the document with the new suggestions and send it out by email for review.  Please respond with any additional suggestions by email before the next meeting of October 6th.
Baccalaureate Level Discussion

Karen Nakaji brought the committee a handout from the “California Articulation Policies and Procedures Handbook”.   A link to this will be put on the Curriculum Committee website.   Discussion of what constitutes a Baccalaureate Level course was as follows:
· Institutional Issues; Course Expectations; and Pedagogy Employed information from the handout was the heart of this document.  Under each heading the expectations of the course were numbered and clearly stated.  

· This topic was addressed at a Curriculum Committee retreat in 2003. (The minutes from the 2003 Retreat can be seen on the Curriculum Committee webpage under archived minutes).   Rigor, level of reading and critical thinking are 3 criteria that course outlines should have.  

· The General Education Committee currently reviews the critical thinking component in their review of GE course outlines.  Since this has happened the courses have improved in levels of critical thinking.  The CTE courses might want to do a study with implementation of a critical thinking evaluation process. This would assist authors to better state the critical thinking into the theory. 
Lab and Lecture Discussion
Janice provided information from the “Program and Course Approval Handbook”, (PACAH).  In this document the Relationship of hours to units and Title 5 requirements were stated.   A future agenda item will be to look at our list of Lecture and Lab courses to see if these are consistently stated between courses and discuss. 
Future Agenda Items
Additional future agenda items were discussed.  The list of Stand Alone courses was compiled by Grace and will be on our next agenda for discussion.  The list will be forwarded before the October 6th meeting for review.  Additional items:
· Discussion on Repeatability

· Credit by Exam – compliance; articulation; processes and Pass – No Pass option.

· CLEP project

CurricUNET

The committee will have a virtual training on CurricUNET at our October 6th meeting.   We will have homework to put either an existing course into the system or write a new one and report back the problems and issues we encounter and give feedback.  In about two weeks after this virtual training the Department Chairs will be trained by CurricUNET at their regular meeting.  The goal is to be using CurricUNET by Spring 2011.  This will be a work in progress with many pieces and processes to put together.  This will assist us to go paperless, but we will need to learn how to do this.  It was suggested to have Curriculum Committee meetings in Room 420 in the Spring. 
Existing Course Outlines- None for Review
Prerequisites- None for Review
SGC Updates

· Discussion is on-going regarding college facilities
· College Assembly will be 10/4

· 2 year charges to subcommittees and standardizing the report back

Articulation

Approximately one-half of the submitted courses for UC transfer were approved.  The ones that were not approved were because the courses were not equivalent to courses offered at the UC, not because they were lacking.
Meeting adjourned: 3:00 p.m.
