ASSESSMENT FPM PROGRESS REPORT

Spring 2005
Four FPM proposals have been approved related to our assessment efforts campus-wide:

1. Learning to Assess Critical Thinking in GE courses

· Approved for 23,100 ( 2003 – 2004)
· Approved for 23, 100 ( 2004 – 2005)
2. Teaching and Learning Project

· Approved for 21,307  (2004 – 2005) to fund reassigned time only

· Approved for 21, 307 ( 2005 – 2006) to fund reassigned time only

3. English Department Teaching Community

· Approved for 12,300 (2004 – 2005)
· Approved for 12, 300 ( 2005 – 2006)
4. Math Department Teaching Community
· Approved for 12,300 ( 2004 – 2005)
· Approved for 12,300 ( 2005- 2006)
PROGRESS REPORT

1. Learning to Assess Critical Thinking in GE Courses

The initial scope of this project was significantly broadened as a result of the work of the Assessment Task Force and the eventual approval of the Teaching and Learning Project. In its first semester (Fall 2003), two facilitators worked with ten faculty in disciplines across the curriculum. Each faculty member did their own assessment project and turned in a portfolio describing their project and the outcomes. Based on instructor and facilitator feedback, the Assessment Task Force recommended a more focused approach in subsequent semesters. 

In Spring 2004 the project was limited to faculty teaching ethnic/multicultural studies courses. This Teaching Community defined the critical thinking skills desired, developed an assignment and assessment criteria to measure the critical thinking skills. Faculty administered the assessment, collected student work, and met during August flex 2004 to “norm” student samples. At this time, we revised the assignment, refined the rubric, and had some discussion about effective teaching strategies related to helping students make the critical thinking connections we were looking for in the assessment.
In Fall 2004, the curricular materials and assignment were implemented in 8 sections of ethnic/multicultural studies courses in Drama, English, History, and Social Science. In January flex 2005, 78 student papers from these sections were assessed using the rubric. Assessment results motivated revisions in the assignment and rubric and in the assessment “conditions” in the classroom. More importantly, the assessment results highlighted the need to improve instruction in critical thinking. The group agreed to emphasize critical thinking skills throughout the semester, especially the ability to make connections among ideas and see relationships, e.g. cause/effect and compare/contrast. In addition, the instructors agreed on a framework for integrating critical thinking into the diverse content that they teach.In Spring 2005, we will conduct this assessment once again. We hope to see an improvement in the percentage of students assessed at least at the proficient level on this critical thinking ability. 
2. The Teaching and Learning Project FPM

This FPM proposal funded only the reassigned time for faculty to coordinate the Teaching and Learning Project; however, it outlined an ambitious plan for assessment in general education, occupational education, developmental education and student services. A plan was outlined for general education assessment that involved four pilots, A through D. The idea is to have four GE “boxes” participate in what has now come to be known at “the three semester plan”. The above description of what is occurring with Ethnic/Multicultural Studies is an example of that plan. So the previous FPM proposal and this one are, in fact, meshed, with the second funding coordination of the TLP, but not funding the actual assessment plans for these different units. 
The Ethnic/Multicultural Studies Teaching Community/Assessment Project, described above, came to be known as Pilot A in the Teaching and Learning Project FPM. In Fall 2004, we began Pilot B, a Teaching Community for the Creative Arts and Humanities. Faculty reached agreement on the critical/creative thinking abilities they wanted to assess, and the parameters of an assignment they believed would elicit those abilities. All faculty assignments were carefully reviewed and discussed in the teaching community. In Spring 2005, faculty will develop rubrics for assessing student work on these assignments, administer the assessment, discuss effective teaching strategies, and meet to “norm” student scores, and refine the rubric and assignment. In Fall 2005, the assessment will be administered again, and student work will be assessed and reported. 
Pilot C, Social Sciences, got underway informally in Fall 2004 with members of the department meeting to discuss critical thinking in the social sciences, and how it could be assessed. Formal meetings began this semester. The goals will be those outlined under Semester 1 of the three semester plan.

Recruitment is underway for volunteers to start Pilot D in Fall 2005. 

DE Teaching Communities in English and Math

Teaching Communities for Math 12, Math 30, and English 70 met last semester and produced the following materials aligned with course and program-level student learning outcomes: curricular materials, classroom activities, and assessment tools with rubrics. Holistic assessment of student learning across sections was conducted in Math 12, Math 30, English 70, and English 90. Results were presented to math and English faculty and to the LMC DE Committee. Action plans for using results to improve learning were developed; these included the revision of curricular materials and assessment tools. In addition to direct assessment of student learning, qualitative data was collected through faculty surveys that measured instructor perception of the impact of the Teaching Community on teaching effectiveness and student surveys that measured student perception of the impact on their learning of curriculum and pedagogy used by the Teaching Community. 
