Teaching and Learning Project:   Assessment Report
English 70 – Fall 2004

College Wide SLO’s addressed/background information:
English 70 Student Learning Outcome B. Students will read to make meaningful connections, personally, socially, and academically.  (For example:  text-to-self, text-to- text, and text-to-world.)
 This English 70 teaching community focused on incorporating the Reading Apprenticeship model.  To this end, we read Reading for Understanding, and developed four lesson plans based on each dimension of the model.  Students were given a pre and post reading to summarize and to write a response. 
Research Question:  

How effectively are we teaching students to summarize and respond to short non- fiction readings?

Study design

· Method:  We conducted a pre and post matched pair design. During the first two weeks of the semester instructors administered a pre-test for students, using the essay “Gary Lee – From Speaking of Reading.” Students were instructed to read, write a summary and a response. At the end of the semester, instructors administered a post-test whereby students read another essay about reading, “Debbi Fields”, and wrote another summary and response. (see folder “Readings”)
· Sample:  Eight instructors, each with one section, met for 12 hours over the semester.  We had a sample size of 120 students from these eight sections.
· Scoring Technique:  We used a holistic rubric for summary and response writings.  We scored the pretests in October 2004 and the posttests in December 2004, using a matched pair design. (LINK TO RUBRIC and ANCHOR PAPERS)
Description of Proficiency: Using an agreed upon rubric, we assessed students’ work to be high, medium or low with proficient including all high and medium; not proficient included all low. (See folder “Examples of Student Work”)
Expectations:
Results:  At the beginning of the semester only 30% of students were considered proficient. By the end of the semester 75% of students were proficient.
Meaning or Analysis 

· Recommend to Dept.  On-going assessment of Eng. 70 (summary/response)

· Share summary/response rubric

· Encourage all English 70 instructor to visit website to see sample lesson plans and student work

· Use “buddy-system” for informal staff development that emphasizes instruction that focuses on course outcomes
Use of results: 
Part II:  Follow-up Report

