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GENERAL EDUCATION COMMITTEE
November 15, 2012 – Minutes

Present: Alex, Ken, Laurie, Scott, Janice, Patricia

Start: 3:30 pm 

End: 5:00 pm

· Agenda and Minutes

· November 1 meeting, recalling meeting discussions, what is missing on minutes

· We looked as sample assessment pieces (research) Alex had brought in.

· We discussed who should participate in crafting the description of Ethnic Studies. Alex invited Ethnic Studies faculty and IDEA members.
· Agenda Minutes declared ok

· Reflected on Robin’s passing

· Discussed #2 Focus Flex in January

· Whole day set aside 4-5 hours long (on a Thursday)

· Topic: Equity and Diversity

· Alex covered versions of outcomes and goals for the day

· Racism/Equity

· Cultural competency 

· Ken and Laurie raise concern about language, the worry that some people will be turned off by the topic
· Janice described what she sees as driving the event
· Definitions of cultural competency

· There is research on it

· Being culturally reflective on curriculum

· Title 5 document referred to

· Alex supports this kind of PD, generally, but would be more enthusiastic if local and specific evidence of instructor bias had been collected—something concrete to support the focus on unconscious bias.
· Possible breakout session on Ethnic Studies courses—Alex willing to help organize that part of event 

· Discussed #3 Ethnic Studies Descriptor

· Brainstorms by Alex and Janice

· First 3 pages of old position paper—Browse for central features of Ethnic Studies course

· Laurie: Position paper to Academic Senate and make it inactive/deactivate?
· Senate voted on description (page 1 of GE Committee agenda)

· Focus on “Culture broadly speaking”, Marginalized people

· IDEA Committee comments to Alex: “whole course” or “vast majority” —Focus on historically marginalized/oppressed people is the essence of E-MS

· Make sure we have core philosophy

· Janice proposes Alex and Shelly draft description

In the last 10 or 15 minutes…

Discuss course outlines in pipeline

· Discuss Big Picture Tasks

· Assessment of GE

· New direction for professional development of GE

· Figure out who GE membership is

· Need sense of direction based on November 5 event

· Opinion is mixed

· There isn’t energy to launch something huge and ambitious

· Flex on Ethnic Studies needs description

· Overall general statement

· Criteria to write Ethnic Studies Course


