GENERAL EDUCAITON COMMITTEE MINUTES
DATE: May 11, 2012
TIME: 3:30 – 5:00pm

LOCATION:  Library Conference Room L-106 

Members present: Alex Sterling (co-chair), Scott Cabral (co-chair), Ken Alexander, Cindy McGrath, Gil Rodriguez, Janice Townsend, Richard Livingston.


	Item #
	Topic/Activity
	Overview/Decisions/Action Items

	1. 
	Welcome
	

	2. 
	 Public Comment and Announcements
	· Gil informed the committee that the author of HIST 033 would like to remove it from GE status.  Does the author own the course once it has been placed into the GE boxes? Can other adjustments be made depending on the reasons for asking for it to be removed?
· Alex had hoped for more membership in attendance today.



	3. 
	Approve Agenda: Additions, Deletions, Revisions
	The agenda was approved with adjustment to the order, move #6 to #5.


	4. 
	Approve minutes of 4-19-12
	Minutes were approved without changes.


	5. 
	GE Course Outline Review.
	None for today.

	6. 
	GE August Retreat
	· Alex disseminated a draft of his retreat plan.  After review and discussion the committee agreed it was good.
· Alex will be reaching out campus wide for attendance at the retreat through email and in person.

· All members have assignments and have guaranteed to reach out to fellow faculty and personally invite them to the retreat.  Gil will forward a list of GE full and part-time faculty to Alex for reference.  Gil will also contact Michael Williams in music to invite him.

· Alex would like the GE committee to be his back up and leads at the retreat.  He would like to meet before the retreat to finalize details.  Maybe during the summer or the week before flex week.  He will contact Ken, Scott and Ana with dates.  Richard said he could represent management.

· Ana Gutierrez has offered her assistance at the retreat as well as becoming a member of GE for FA12.

· A research subcommittee would be useful.  The subcommittee could do some research to validate the inter-connection of GE courses and student success.  Some suggestions were Jennifer Saito, Karl Debro and Ana Gutierrez. 

· The Redwood Room at CSU is available but there would be a $10 parking fee.  Brentwood was suggested as an alternate location.  The committee felt that the Concord location would not be good because of the parking fee. The committee designated Alex and Scott to make a decision on location. 

 

	7. 
	The new AA – present at May 14 Academic Senate.
	· Should this Committee ask for a revote by Academic Senate?   A straw poll indicated yes.  There are many pros and cons to asking Academic Senate to do this.  Alex will work on the presentation and email membership 5-11-12 with his draft for membership review.
· In general he will present GE Committee’s recommendation for charges to Academic Senate. Ken will attend as support for Alex at the May 14th Academic Senate meeting.

· Question 1 – Yes – Math as a non-GE box is okay.

· Question 2 – Yes the GE committee would like to work with the English Department to bring the number of GE courses to 5. 

· Question 3 – Yes the major coursework and GE coursework should not double count in the new AA model.

· Question 4 – Yes the GE committee would like to be part of the decision making process and recommendation for the last three units of the new AA model.

There was discussion of the three options for the last GE box that Janice had brainstormed.  In general an option 3 was most popular.  

· Alex will put together his presentation for the Academic Senate on what GE Committee would like to recommend.  
· Further discussion -GE committee should have at the very least been consulted about the GE box requirements and the new AA model before any vote was taken.

· There was not enough time to assess the new model before the vote and faculty could have voted without a complete understanding of the outcome.

· If a re-vote is taken and the 18 unit GE model rescinded, a 24 unit GE model may allow for double counting and it may be that it will end up being very similar to the 18 unit GE model anyway. 

· GE members that are on the Academic Senate felt the Academic Senate would not support a re-vote.

· Alex will put together a formal request to Academic Senate and email the draft to the committee for input- 5-11-12. 


· Note-taker:  Margaret, meeting adjourned at 5:10 pm
