Los Medanos Curriculum Committee    Minutes from May 4, 2011 
Present: Janice Townsend (Chairperson), Karen Nakaji, Julie Von Bergen, Theodora Adkins, Phil Gottlieb, Pam Perfumo, David Zimny, Beth Shrieve, Susie Purdy, Kasey Gardner, Carol Hernandez,  Kiran Kamath, Eileen Valenzuela, Grace Villegas, Gil Rodriguez, Terence Elliott.
Absent:  Peter Doob
Announcements & Public Comment
· Drama presentation “Spelling Bee” is very good, highly recommended.

· Kiran would like everyone to mark their calendar for the upcoming “Focused Conversation on the article “The Road Less Traveled” being held Tuesday May 10th, 12:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. in room 473.  You can RSVP to Catherine Fonseca.

· Paula Gunder will be replacing Karen Nakaji on the Curriculum Committee next year.

· Linda Johnson will represent Distance Education on our Committee for FA11 with Laurie Huffman returning in SP12.
Approval of today’s Agenda- Approved (M/S;Perfumo.Von Bergen) Unanimous
Minutes from April 6, 2011  

· Approved (M/S;Nakaji.Zimny) Unanimous
Consent Agenda- A motion was made to remove these courses from the consent agenda so we can discuss. (M/S;Perfumo.Nakaji) Unanimous
The disciplines were discussed for all three courses.  We have had similar situations where a course might be taught by a faculty in different disciplines.  We can no longer use the term “interdisciplinary – any master’s degree terminology for disciplines. There may be more disciplines requested in the future for these courses.   The outcome of the discussion was a recommendation to pass these three courses with the disciplines listed on the minor change form as well as to add Business, Management and Political Science to the list.  (M/S;Adkins.Zimny) 5-1-0 Passed.  In the future if other faculty with other disciplines are trained in the ACE methods, they can be added on a minor change form.  This is the best solution at this time.
Proposed New Course Outlines – None for today.
Existing Course Outlines
· ETEC-010-Direct Current Circuits – Approved. (M/S;Zimny.Nakaji) Unanimous.
· ETEC-012-Alternating Current Circuits – Approved. (M/S;Perfumo.Nakaji) Unanimous. Prerequisite approved. (M/S;Von Bergen.Zimny) Unanimous.
· ETEC-030-Programmable Logic Controllers – Approved. (M/S;Von Bergen. Perfumo) Unanimous. Prerequisite approved. (M/S;Von Bergen. Perfumo) Unanimous.
· ETEC-032 – Instrumentation and Process Measurement – Approved. (M/S;Von Bergen.Zimny) Unanimous.  Prerequisite approved. (M/S;Von Bergen.Nakaji) Unanimous. Co-requisite approved. (M/S;Nakaji.Von Bergen) Unanimous.
· ETEC-034-Instrument Calibration Laboratory- Approved. (M/S;Perfumo.Hernandez) Unanimous. Prerequisite approved. (M/S;Nakaji.Perfumo) Unanimous.  Co-requisite approved. (M/S;Nakaji.Hernandez) Unanimous.
Online Supplements – None for today.
Program Degree Approval – Communication Studies – Approved. (M/S;Von Bergen.Zimny) Unanimous.

College Skills Certificates – 

· Curriculum in Early Childhood Specialization – Approved. (M/S;Hernandez.Adkins) Unanimous.

· Travel- Home Based Travel Specialist – Approved. (M/S;Perfumo.Nakaji) Unanimous.

Distance Education Task Force Report

The task force looked at other college’s online policies and documents for comparison and examples for the Distance Education Committee to see.  The recommendation of the task force is as follows:

1. Move any additional, online specific (and thus non-enforceable) minimum qualification requirements to the Best Practices or smaller “guidelines for online instruction” document.

2. Decisions on online teaching assignments should be made at the Department Chair level along with scheduling decisions.

3. Where appropriate, guidelines for online teaching procedures and practices should be integrated into the faculty handbook.  For example, a section on office hours would include language addressing both in person and online expectations. These guidelines would also be integrated into the new faculty orientations.

4. Distance Education should update the Best Practices document to better address current practice and recent technology changes.

5. Address ADA 508 compliance by adding language into the course syllabus.

Curriculum Committee voted to approve this recommendation. (M/S;Adkins.Perfumo) Unanimous.

NOTE:  Distance Education Committee is on the SGC agenda to be put back as a Curriculum Committee sub-group so that charges can come to them from Curriculum. 
HMSRV

The committee discussed other options on course title and placement.  The feedback from counselors was positive for COUNS as the acronym; however, some of the committee felt this could be considered a major.  David Belman also liked the LACE acronym for Leadership courses – these courses would be separate from the others; ACE/AVID/Counseling/Umoja.  Academic and Career Success (ACS) was agreed as a good acronym.  Janice wants to find out from these groups if they would like that.  This will be on the final agenda for this semester or come back in the FA11 semester if possible.
Tutorial Reports – Christina and Janice felt that Curriculum Committee should have a higher sensitivity to courses that refer to “computer assisted” homework, lab hours or lecture on course outlines.  No action is required.
Regional Meeting on Curriculum – Janice said more will be coming out from the Chancellors office regarding the cross disciplines process for prerequisites.  Our district will need to change the current model for compliance with the new content review process.  Nothing will probably happen with regards to this new policy within this year.
Mini Training on Cross Disciplines – No time today.

CLEP – IB Equivalency – Department chairs received a packet of information on their courses that could be equivalent for CLEP and IB.  The form(s) are due back by May 6th.  There may be some more time given for some departments to better review the tests.  CLEP representatives may need to be invited to speak to some departments who want to see more.

Request to Change Meeting Time – No action was taken, the current 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. time will stand.
Standing Items - No time for reports today.
Meeting adjourned – 3:00 p.m.
