Integrating General Education SLOs into your Course Outlines

Courses designated as general education must infuse the five general education student learning outcomes into their course level student learning outcomes (CSLOs). This is a challenge because you are trying to indicate not only what the student knows and will be able to do with regard to the content of a particular course, but also how the student will demonstrate that they can think critically, communicate effectively, reason ethically, and consider interdisciplinary and multicultural, global perspectives. 

So how do you do that in a concise way? 

Here are two options:

1. Begin the CSLO by emphasizing the GE criteria and then indicate how it will be applied in your content area.


For example: Students will think critically and creatively about the 
intellectual, 
spiritual, cultural, economic and political issues that define the Medieval and 
Renaissance periods generally, and art and architecture, specifically. 


Another example: Students will read critically, and communicate effectively as a 
writer and speaker on artistic expression in literary, mythological and historical 
works transformed in the collaborative art of opera.
2. Write the CSLO from a disciplinary focus, but embed the GE criteria. ( Also, indicate in parentheses which GE SLO is addressed.)

For example: Students will summarize experimental data, synthesize it with 
textual reference and instructional materials and basic microbiological principles, 
and enumerate the most appropriate conclusion (both orally and in writing), using 
an interdisciplinary array of approaches from the fields of microbiology, 
immunology, physiology, biology, genetics, chemistry, epidemiology and 
mathematics. (GE SLOs #1, 2, and 3)


Another example: Students will recognize, characterize, critically evaluate, and 
communicate the components of an environmental impact 
statement (EIS); be 
able to prepare an EIS in accordance with the California Environmental Quality 
Act (CEQA), and be able to use the processes of scoping and mitigation in an 
environmental impact assessment.  (GESLO 1, 2)
