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Honors Course Characteristics  
No single model of an Honors Course can be superimposed on all disciplines.  There is rich variation among different departments and instructors in their modes of inquiry, pedagogical approaches and types of assignments.  However, certain characteristics are often present in the most successful, well-designed and effective Honors Courses:
· Honors Courses emphasize advanced topics and more in-depth understanding 
· More sophisticated reading assignments:  primary sources instead of excerpts, anthologies and summative textbooks, novels instead of short stories etc.

· Exposure to more advanced material and cutting edge ideas, research and trends

· Emphasis on challenging writing assignments that require generative rather than responsive work and higher levels of synthesis
· Assignments which involve substantial research and which emphasize problem solving

· Honors Courses emphasize creative and collaborative teaching and learning.  This is built into the course structure, assignments, expectations and grading.
· More student-directed and generated teaching, projects and assignments

· Collaboration and group projects especially encouraged
· Dialogue used as a learning tool as students are guided through the preparation, presentation, critique and counter critique process

· Team-taught, paired or themed Honors Courses encouraged
· Healthy competitions used to motivate students:  quiz games, debates 

· Honors Courses give students more opportunities to engage with material in the real world.
· A “beyond books” or “out-of-the-classroom” approach to material:   field trips, surveys, laboratories, field work

· Service Learning/ Community Engagement part of class assignments

· Wider variety of knowledge sources:  conferences, guest lecturers etc 
· Assignments that encourage students to relate material to their own lives   

· Honors Courses create a safe community of learners that stimulates students’ intellectual courage
· Honors Professor as a model of a curious and enthusiastic learner

· Emphasis on intellectual intimacy and a shared delight in exploring a topic 
· Establishment of an authentic classroom “community” to create more self-confidence and bonding for students

