Minutes: Distance Education Committee
Room L105 Pittsburg, Rm 125 Brentwood and via Zoom
Monday October 7th 2024, 2-3pm
Present: Sara Toruño-Conley, Laurie Huffman, DE Co-Chairs, Courtney Diputado, Katie Berryhill, Ozlem Guclu, Cindy McGrath, Caitlin Mitchell, George Olgin, Matt Stricker ,Penny Wilkins, Joan Williams- Administration Support: Rikki Hall, Matthew Muterspaugh, Ginny Richards
Absent:  Roseanne Erwin, Marie Kauffman, Maria Perone, Nicole Westbrook

Call to Order
The meeting began at 2pm with a quick welcome from Laurie with review  of the  current agenda .
Minutes and Agenda
The current agenda was approved by Matt and Sara and minutes from September 16th were approved by Penny Wilkins and seconded by Sara. . Both the current agenda and the minutes from September 16, 2024 were passed by the full committee.


Announcements and Public Comments
Katie presented a concern over Assessments and the new problem with AI utilization within the Canvas testing area. She shared (from last semester’s training) the advantages of using Atomic assessments. Penny mentioned that we should lead more discussions and training on the use of authentic assessments to move away from cheating and use of AI within our exam/quizzes in Canvas. Courtney added information regarding Wizard and ChatGTP.  The DE Chairs will discuss this with the AI committee once it has a new chair. George added that using Backward Design theory also helps eliminate the problem of cheating in the Canvas assessment quizzes and discussion board posts.  The committee agreed that the alternative modes of testing are important for faculty to consider now that Ai is used by students to supplement their answers and/or find answers online during testing.


Introduction of new Distance Education Dean and Open Q/A
Our new Dean Matthew introduced himself and shared his background with the committee.
His presentation included his vision for the committee and DE as a whole at LMC.  Matthew shared that he will work diligently with the committee, campus at large and administration to support Distance Education at Los Medanos College. His strong background and leadership will help us move forward on projects, issues, initiatives etc. 

Questions and Concerns addressed to Moots (Matthew) after his presentation included:
[bookmark: _GoBack]•Katie: Access to Atomic software for assessment 
•Cindy: The definition of hybrid courses seems to be unclear to students, they are either working only online or attending the face-to-face sessions.
•Courtney- Does DE have a budget?  (answer was no but Moots will work on this)
•George- More support for Tutoring and Academic Support is needed
•Laurie- Continual funding for RAP/POMP in the future?
•Ginny- Discussed DSPS support and integration for online courses
•Penny- Clearer definitions of modality types are needed for students while enrolling for classes. 
Many are not certain what the course requires in terms of online or face-to-face requirements.
•Matt: Is NetTutor being used for Math and how is it working?
•Penny: Our next campus-wide survey should focus on the instructor side focusing on their perspectives regarding how teaching online is working or not

General Information regarding RSI training prep for Accreditation
Sara spoke to the committee regarding the RSI Rubric and accreditation. The committee discussed the option of a campus-wide training for online courses to be scheduled as a Focused Flex and/or Opening Day topic. 

Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 3:05
Our next meeting will be held on October 21st.
Room L105 Pittsburg, Rm 125 Brentwood and via Zoom





