Distance Education Committee Meeting Minutes
Monday, April 20th, 2026
2:00–3:00pm
Locations: Pittsburg SS4-409; Brentwood RM 125
Zoom
Members
Present Voting:
Erlinda Jones (Child Development); 
Sara Toruno-Conley (English); 
Benaz Mendewala (Physical Sciences, Astronomy); 
Cindy McGrath (Communication, Journalism); 
Marie Arcidiacono (Speech)
Nina Ghiselli (Counseling) — BRT; (arrived 2:55pm)
Absent Voting:
Non-Voting Members and Guests Present:
Rachel Anicetti (Dean of Instruction), 
Lyssa Shabusheva (Office of Instruction, notetaker), 

1. Announcements
Meeting called to order at 2:09pm
Media Day happened a week ago, with 5 high schools in attendance. Library did an event on fake news and information literacy.
STEM Symposium is looking for volunteers – the event is happening on May 1st, 9 am until 5pm in the student union conference center. Original call for volunteers was sent by Michael Simpson. 
2. Agenda/Minutes
Agenda:
Approved proposed amended agenda (Erlinda/Sara) 5/0/0 Unanimous
Minutes:
Approved minutes from 4/6/26 with 8 edits (Erlinda/Cindy) (4/0/1); Boe abstains
1. DE Updates
RSI Checklist was emailed to faculty. Sara plans to send the RSI Checklist to the department chairs next.
A suggestion was made to add an “Other” option for the checklist for persons to provide any unique ways they establish Regular Substantive Interaction. 
It was specified that it would be a good idea to use the RSI checklist throughout the entire semester; in the beginning, it may be used to help set up the course and then continue using the RS checklist to continually deliver regular substantive interaction. 
AI Features in Canvas update is that some of the AI Canvas Tools may not last for free. The Tools will last until June, and may become paid features after June 30, 2026. The features are part of Canvas, and are not 3rd party integrations. The features can be found by opening Canvas, opening a course, going to settings, “feature options”. IgniteAI generator for rubrics, and insights for Discussions will likely be the paid features. 

2. STAC Form Purchases
DE Coordinators will complete the form for 26-27 FY. 
The VPI signs off on the STAC form.
Last year’s requested: Net tutor (called Link-Systems international on the form), Pronto, Honorlock
This year, the DE coordinators are considering asking for Cidi Labs Design Plus, Honorlock, and Hypothes.is
Resource members clarified that the STAC form is the vendor bargaining document, while a RAP is the method by which the committee could pay for the features requested in the STAC form. 
Hypothes.is is a tool many faculty currently enjoy, and the tool is funded at campus level, paid by each college, while District organizes the bulk sale. District is no longer brokering the sale, so each campus must decide, and proceed on their own. 
Resource member noted there was concern over tool burnout, soliciting feedback. 
Another tool for social annotation is “Harmonize”, used by DVC in a pilot program. They are considering adopting it instead of Hypothes.is.
Many faculty expressed a wish to maintain the tools they learned. 
A voting member suggested asking targeted users of Hypothes.is whether they’re willing to try another tool, possibly allowing those users to have access to both tools for a year, to allow experimentation and testing. 
During the DDEC meeting, it was identified that Hypothes.is is expensive. 
The committee decided to order Hypothes.is for 26-27, and have a new consideration for 27-28. 

3. RSI FLEX
Looks like District will do an RSI FLEX, so the DE coordinators do not want to double up on the topic. Instead, the coordinators would like to do a FLEX regarding tools, such as Hypothes.is. 

4. Future Agenda Items
Canvas Best Practices for To-Do List

Move to Adjourn 3:05pm

