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What we wanted to learn about our students:

1. Students will use alternate media services (books on CD) to support their learning.   

2. Can DSP&S students independently set-up alternate media resources?  Are students using active reading strategies while using alternate media. 
3. The alternate media accommodation can be a powerful learning tool for DSP&S students when used effectively. DSP&S students with print disabilities can benefit greatly from having their instructional material in an auditory format. First, DSP&S wants to know if students can effectively use alternate media.  Effective use of alternate media includes successfully setting up software hardware as well as use of learning strategies.  Secondly, DSP&S wants to know if students feel that the alternate media made a positive impact on their reading performance.

What we did: 

4. Observation were made of DSP&S students using alternate media usage in the High Tech Center. 

5. Were direct, indirect, or qualitative measures used in the assessment? 

Direct  measures:

During the first two weeks of each for three months, observations were made of alternate media usage in the High Tech Center alternate media usage was done. A checklist of for setup of alternate media and reading strategies was used. Student ability to setup software or hardware(cd players) and navigate to chapters or sections were observed. Next observations of active reading strategies were made. 
Qualitative measures:
At the end of the semester, students were given an alternate media perceptions survey, which asked them if they felt alternate media had made a positive impact on their reading of instructional material.
What we learned about our students: 

6. What are the findings or results of this project? Summarize the data.

During Spring 2008, 36 DSP&S students made 77 alternate media request in audio format.  Six series of observations were made during the semester with 42 individual observations. Students were observed struggling with basic skills for the first half of the semester.  During first two series of observations, there were 15 observations made. During this time, five of the observations noted students struggling. They had difficulties starting software or hardware. Eight observations noted students having difficulty maneuvering to specific chapters. After the fourth series of observations, all students were able to do basic functions such as start the software, maneuver to specific chapters or sections, and follow along in the book. As the semester progressed, students began using more advance skills like noting page numbers to track times on cds and highlighting their books.  Only seven surveys were returned.  These surveys indicated that the students felt that alternate media had increased their comprehension of the material.  Four of the surveys noted that they were able to complete their reading assignments faster and with greater understanding when using alternate media.  
7. What do the results mean? 
Students are effectively using alternate media and some feel that it increases their understanding of the instructional material. However, students new to alternate media need practice to gain advanced level skills 
What we plan to do next to improve student learning: 

8. How will the results of this project be used to improve student learning in the program? What is the plan of action? Who is responsible for implementing the action plan and what is the timeline? 

The results indicate that students new to alternate media need time to become effective using it. In addition to the training down when students pick up their alternate media, the Alternate Media Specialist will create a alternate media use “tips sheet.” The sheet will give examples of advanced skills and active reading strategies.  It will also give general tips in using alternate media.  The tip sheet will be ready for Fall 2008.
