Los Medanos College

2004-2005 Block Grant Allocation

Budget Request Form

Maintenance of Operations

Instructional Program:
Online Instruction



Title of Request:

Blackboard Learning System annual software license

Total Cost of Request

(including tax):


$10,283.75


Priority (circle one):


HIGH

MEDIUM

LOW

(Please note that if a department ranks all its budget requests as high priority, the Shared Governance Council will determine the highest priority requests for funding, and no substitutions will be permitted.)

Submitted By:

Clayton Smith and Kiran Kamath


Approved By:

Senior Dean/Manager:



1. Detailed explanation of request, including specific budget calculations*:

(*  If proposed purchases include computers, computer-related equipment or software, you must complete IT Equipment Form and obtain review by the Senior Dean of IT.)

Continuation of current Blackboard Learning System, basic edition software license through the Foundation for California Community College at $9,500 + tax for the period of July 1, 2005 through June 30, 2006.

2. Explain how request is needed to support current operations:

Blackboard is the course management software (CMS) that supports online instruction at LMC. It creates and supports the virtual environment that makes online instruction possible by managing classroom content and accounts for every student, faculty and staff member at LMC.  For spring 2005, 113 different sections are using Blackboard.

3. Explain realistic outcome if request is not funded:

Approximately 40 completely online courses per semester would need to be cancelled, representing a loss of over 200 FTES per academic year.  Another dozen partially online courses could not be offered in that mode and approximately 60 classroom based sections could not use Blackboard for assessments, assignments, posting of individual assignment grades, and other uses. 

