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There are numerous and important attributes-inherent

in all good education, including general education. These
are attributes that set high standards for any course
seriously designed and taught. A Tier I course would cer-
tainly be expected to embody these attributes, though they
are by no means exclusive to general education, and thus not
criteria per se.

Some of these attributes should be mentioned. Any
course, for instance, ought to be learner-centered. Any
course ought to have as overarching intentions the enhancement
of the learner's abilities and capabilities and the learner's
acquisition of ‘knowledge and skills. Any course ought to
offer learners the opportunity to expand their understanding
of self and others, and to promote respect for self and others.
Any course ought to have a positive effect on a learnmer's
sense of competence and assist in the discovery and unlocking
of personal potentials. Any course ought to contribute
positvely, directly or indirectly, -to the way learners live
their lives in work, leisure and recreation, in their self-
fulfillment and in service to others and in contributions to
society. Any course ought to work for the learner's increasing
effectiveness as a communicator by helping them be effective

in writing, reading, listening and speaking.
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This preamble strives to convey the spirit of general
education, while the criteria convey something of the letter.
If there is a distinctive general education curriculum,
there is a distinctive general education pedagogy. This
pedagogy contributes much to the unique flavor of general
education. It may be expressed in a number of ways, be they
fleeting and spontaneous or studied and systematic. It may
be expressed in the manner and style of instruction, in the
selection and handling of content and materials of the course,
in the way of regarding the knowledge of the discipline and
its possible significance for the learner and how the learner
will use it.

It is an active pedagogy that strives to engage the
learner in the applications of knowledge tO the problems
and issues of the real world, public and personal. It is a
pedagogy that seeks to select from the vast realms of knowledge
of the discipline those materials that contribute in an
important way to an explication to the learner of the world
and how it works. It is a pedagogy that is less concerned
with initiating a neophyte into a discipline than it is with
enlarging the learner's comprehension and utilization of
knowledge for general understandings. It is a pedagogy ever
on the alert for the opportunity to spin out from a point of

study to larger and wider ranging connections with other
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knowledge, to impart skills, to invite the learner to partici-
pate in learning that which every person needs to know.

There is a spirit to general education pedagogy.. It
is something of a frame of mind, a manner of teaching and
planning for instruction, that raises questions, draws learners
out, makes connections, interprets, lingers on an observation
about the where, or why, who or when of the origination and
character of some knowledge, that nudges the learner to use
the knowledge and to grow in skills and confidence. This
spirit, elusive but essential, and refracted into a multitude
of variations by the varying characters of the general education
instructors, animates general education pedagogy.

To be a part of the distinctive general education curriculum,
a Tier I course ought to have certain general, overall attributes
in addition to those to be singled out by the criteria. In
respect to what is taught, and how it is taught, a Tier I course
ought to:

- show the interrelatedness of knowledge, life, events

and phenomena on this Spaceship Earth;
+ help learners expand and make more accurate their global

perspective!

- be infused with an humane perspective;
+ awaken the learner to a consciousness of the future;
+ broaden the learner's awareness of the commonalities

and uniqueness among the peoples of the Earth;
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in the dialogue of the common learning;

+ give learners the opportunity to learn about values,
their own and others, and to understand the origins,
the shaping and influences of behavior of values.

Moreover, in respect to how it is framed, a Tier I course

ought t«

« strike a proper balance between the substantive content

of the discipline and the general education elements;
the course should be neither watered down and made
superficial; nor overladen with the necessities that
derive from the grounding of a major, or specialist-to-be
in the fundamentals of a discipline; .

- resonate and reinforce other general education courses

but not be redundant or repetitive.

Finally, satisfying the criteria and infusing in the courses
the spirit of general education ought to have the effect of
giving Tier I courses a distinctive, common stamp. The criteria
and spirit, however, must never be allowed to become instruments
for exacting excessive conformity. Each instructor must have
the freedom to build on his/her own strengths as a teacher, and
to utilize her/his special interests, so long as the essential
integrity of the criteria and the spirit of general education
are upheld. The Tier I courses should move in formation, but

not in lock-step.




