
GENERAL EDUCATION MINUTES

February 14, 2008 –L106

Members present: Ken Alexander, Cindy McGrath, Scott Cabral, Christina Goff, Gil Rodriguez, Nancy Ybarra, Alex Sterling, Margaret Hertstein (Note-taker)
1. Agenda approved.

2. Minutes of December 13, 2007 approved.

3. GE Seminars:

· The facilitators met February 13, to review the seminars of February 4 and modify the form for Seminar #2

· The GE “boxes” reported that in general the seminars were good, and taken seriously by all in attendance. 

· Attendance was higher in some sessions than others with limited adjunct participation.

· Gil will send Margaret the entire list of GE faculty for future notification and for the next seminar sign in sheets.

Next Steps:

· Next facilitators meeting to review process and prepare for Seminar #2: March 26, 3:00 – 4:00 p.m.   

· The final report (post-Seminar #3) formatting will be discussed

4. Reading/Writing and Speaking SLO

· Feedback received from the Critical Thinking Flex activity with Dr, Linda Elder was positive.  Attendees indicated they “learned a lot” despite perceptions of the presenter’s assumptions about the level of critical thinking skills already in place at Los Medanos College.  It was suggested that more group work to improve on critical thinking ideas within our LMC community would have been helpful at the time.  There is interest in the Richard Paul workshop Feb. 29 – March 2, having met our “quota” for the group discount.  A question was raised regarding evaluations of Linda Elder’s presentation. Were there any collected and where are they now? 

· Professional development on speaking should include guidelines in how to assist students in articulating their critical thinking in oral responses in class in addition to more formal public speaking assignments. Speech faculty have offered to assist in this (but we need to ascertain their continued involvement on the GE committee.) 

· The August Flex workshop offered by the Reading/Writing Center could possibly be modified to include the speaking along with the reading and writing. The topic “Design of Assignment” to assess student’s abilities. It will be held 9-12.  A good assignment and examples to critique will be covered.

· Documents from the Foundation for Critical Thinking indicate that there are videos of Richard Paul’s workshops on critical thinking. Their availability needs to be investigated and if warranted, they should be considered for purchase for wider distribution. 

5. The Basic Skills Initiative study will be completed Spring 2008. 

The possibility of a similar study for mathematics should be investigated if this project yields useful data. It would be valuable to assess correlation of student success in GE courses with quantitative math skills.

6. GE Philosophy update

· Christina will research and email selected current literature on General Education for the committee to read prior to the next meeting.

· Group will discuss GE philosophy at next meeting and prepare timeline and process to rewrite it, using the current five criteria rather than the eight criteria it references.

7. Degrees and Certificates Task Force will assess the College community’s perception of the “value” of an AA/AS degree.

· Cindy will send out some articles regarding this topic and will generate a question or two for the committee to respond to in order to assist in adopting a collective response.

8. The Quantitative Literacy and Health requirement for the associate degree is a broader discussion that the GE committee has discussed addressing within its purview. It has remained on the “back burner” for some time and carried on committee agendas. The Chair proposed that we need to decide if we will have sufficient time for this discussion for this semester, and if not, remove it from the agenda until a future date.

Meeting adjourned 5:10 p.m.

