Los Medanos Curriculum Committee

Minutes from April 30, 2008 - Retreat
Present: Janice Townsend (Chair), Scott Cabral,  Jason Dearman, Richard Livingston, Laurie Huffman, Frances Moy, Akilah Moore, Gil Rodriguez, Richard Tan, Elizabeth Pearman,  Nancy Ybarra, Margaret Hertstein.
Announcements & Public Comment:

· Janice announced that Clint Ryan sent out an email to all faculty regarding vacancies on the Curriculum committee.  
· For the last Curriculum Meeting of the semester, May 7th, bring a snack if you like.  We will wish Myra Snell well since she is leaving for sabbatical as well as thanking all the members who are no longer participating on the committee for all their hard work!

CC Learning Community
MATH 35 – Finite Mathematics
Process – Gil felt his critical thinking training was helpful for writing this outline.

He implemented the suggestions and constructive criticisms from the previous review of this course.  
Suggestions and Comments 
· Since reading is an important component of this course should it have an advisory of ENGL 100?
· Note – It is not mandatory to hit all the PSLO’s on the CSLO’s.  
· Outline is good and carefully aligned with PSLO’s.
· Under assessments, take out activity unless it is assessed. i.e., “students will also be required to work in teams in class and encouraged to work with others in the math lab and at home.” 
·  If it is assessed, how? 
· This course should be one of the models.
ASTRO 10 – Introduction to Astronomy

Process – Scott used the engineering sample from the website for part of his outline and 


the Art outline for others.  The hardest part of him was thinking of vocabulary to satisfy      what he wanted to convey.  His advice is to follow the models provided for help.

Suggestions and Comments

· Need to be eligible for  at least ENGL 90 (ENGL 100 even better) as an advisory.

· Need schedule description.

· Note – PSLO’s can be updated in program review.

· Take out “Examples would be…. line in CSLO 4.

· Take off bullet items in CSLO 5.  These would be better on course content page since they are specific.

· Chart for Assessments is a very good and clear example.

· This course should be one of the models.

BUS 35 – Microsoft Office


Process – Betty wanted to try writing the outline on her own to see what it is like.  

Hardest part was the assessment criteria. Working back from grading rubric might help to 


write the CSLO’s.

Suggestions and Comments

· Advisories – should have at least eligibility for ENGL 90 and maybe reference some computer skill?

· Math 35 outline may be of help as a model to follow for this course

· More data in the CSLO’s – different skills, different tools.

· Align the assessment criteria to the CSLO’s.

· Be more specific in each assessment criteria and use critical thinking terms. i.e., precision, relevance.

· After more CSLO writing the evaluation/grading rubric will have more also. 

Math – Umoja Math Summer Bridge

Process – Had trouble with the Assessment Criteria.  Liked ASTRO 10 method of writing for this course.  Trying to do in pieces was difficult for this class. Thought she was supposed to hit all the PSLO’s.

Suggestions and Comments

· CSLO #4 – Study Skills needs more.  i.e., “develop good study skills and general and effective academic skills.” Or add sentence specific to mathematics skills. i.e., “follow instructions and perform effective learning of mathematics”. 
· Use critical thinking words in the assessment criteria.  Be more specific about what is assessed. Words such as clarity, accuracy, relevancy.
· Method of Evaluation/Grading – Revise wording for the “A student will have done adequate…..” And “C student will have done some…research.”  
· Maybe reference “Cornell Notes” and/or “AVID”.  
· Good course with some more work.
SPAN 58 – Spanish Culture and Language Through Popular Music
Process – Laurie enjoyed designing this course.  Would like to offer it as a 900.  It would need to be 3 units should it ever become transferable.  

Suggestions and Comments
· CSLO’s  were too many and were activity and assignments.  Go through and combine down to 5 or 6. Need to be broad.

· CSLO assessment criteria would be a good place to identify ACTFL scoring.

· CSLO assessment #2, identify the website and explain how they will compare.

· Good Evaluation and grading grid.

· Online supplement form had good description and explanation of how CSLO’s are going to be accomplished online.

LIBST 18 – Internet Information Resources – Advanced Search Techniques and Strategies

Process – This was not as hard to write as first course, LIBST 17.  Also coaching was fresh in her mind.  The CSLO’s, assessment and grading were a challenge.
Suggestions and Comments

· Advisory of LIBST 17?
· Put information in schedule descriptor so students know that is 2nd in series.
· This might be a good model for BUS also.
· Method of Evaluation/Grading – take out attendance and adjust percentages.
Learning Community Summary

· Handbook guidelines to include comment that you do not have to hit all the PSLO’s
· Need consistent samples and instructions of forms
· Have a little input on check boxes – direction somewhere
· Have sample outlines from Science, Occupational, Humanities, Math, and English so that authors can use models for individuality in course writing.
· Use of Prompts for guidance on website.  CurricUNET may help with this.
· Several authors have stated that writing and/or re-writing of outlines has caused them to really think about their courses and classroom in a positive way.
Retreat adjourned 3:00 p.m.
