Los Medanos Curriculum Committee

Minutes from October 31, 2007

Present: Ken Alexander (Chair),  Scott Cabral, Jason Dearman, Laurie Huffman, Kiran Kamath,  Richard Livingston, A’kilah Moore, Frances Moy,  Myra Snell, Gil Rodriguez, Richard Tan, Janice Townsend,  Elizabeth Pearman, Eileen Valenzuela, Nancy Ybarra, Grace Villegas,   Margaret Hertstein.

Guests: Nancy Whitman, Brad Nash, Robin Aliotti, Mark Lewis

Announcements & Public Comment:

· Laurie announced a “Day of the Dead” free community event scheduled for Nov. 1, 2, 3, & 4th in downtown Pittsburg and invited us to attend.

· Janice announced that the Child Development Fall Harvest this past weekend was a great success.  300 people attended with 36 workshops offered. This was sponsored by First Five and the County Office of Education.  The County Office of Education would like to sponsor it again.

Approval of today’s Agenda and Minutes from October 17, 2007

· Today’s agenda was approved. (M/S;Moy/Townsend) Unanimous

· Minutes from October 17, 2007 were approved. (M/S;Huffman.Cabral) Unanimous

Consent Agenda - The consent agenda was approved with the removal of HIST 37 correction to catalog description; SIGN 72 prerequisite form completion of #8 for validity; these two to be brought back on 11/7/07. Additionally minor correction to discipline for the COMSC 65, 70, 75, 76 to include Office Technology- with departmental approval(M/S;Ybarra/Townsendl) Unanimous

1. COMSC 65 – add discipline of Business Administration – 08/09

2. COMSC 70 – add discipline of Business Administration – 08/09

3. COMSC 75 -  add discipline of Business Administration – 08/09

4. COMSC 76 – add discipline of Business Administration - -08/09

Betty Pearman represented Business Department and approved this correction.

5. ESL 20 – ESL Grammar I – Advisory Change 08/09

6. ESL 21 – ESL Grammar II – Advisory Change 08/09

7. ESL 30 – ESL Conversation/Pronunciation I – Advisory Change 08/09

8. ESL 31 – ESL Conversation/Pronunciation II – Advisory Change 08/09

9. HIST 35 – Our West. Inheritance – Catalog Description 08/09

10. HIST 36 – US History – Catalog Description 08/09

11. HIST 38 – US History – Catalog Description 08/09

12. HUMAN 20 – Intro to Human: Med & Renaissance- Title 08/09

13. HUMAN 21 – Intro to Mod Humanities – Title 08/09

14. HUMAN 30 – Modernist Paris – Title 08/09

15. PHIL 33/POLSC 33 – Intro to History – Catalog Description 08/09

16. RA 18 – Introduction to Video Production- Delete Course 08/09

17. SOCSC 45 – Issues Facing Black Americans – Catalog Description 08/09

Existing Course Outlines of Record

1. BIOSC 45 – Human Physiology – approved (M/S;Moy.Ybarra) Unanimous

2. BISOC 50 – Introduction to Microbiology – approved (M/S;Townsend.Snell) Unanimous.

The committee asked Durwynne Hsieh if they could use his BIOSC 50 course as a sample GE form on website.  These course outlines were very well done.

Prerequisite approval for BIOSC 50 –all approved:

CHEM 6 – (M/S;Huffman.Moore) Unanimous

CHEM 7 – (M/S;Moy.Pearman) Unanimous

CHEM 8 – (M/S;Townsend.Tan) Unanimous

CHEM 20 – (M/S;Moy.Tan) Unanimous

CHEM 21 – (M/S;Pearman.Moy) Unanimous

CHEM 25 – (M/S;Moore.Moy) Unanimous

Online Course Approval

1. BUS 185 – Computer Assisted Accounting – Approved (M/S;Ybarra/Huffman)        

Unanimous

Limitations for Spring Enrollment

Richard gave a handout listing the proposed “limitations on enrollment”:

· Honors

· Puente

· AVID

· Career Advancement Academy

· First Five (Math 30 & Math 12)

· Other Learning Communities

· Classroom w/o Borders

· Problem of Democracy (History/Political Science)

“Such limitation on enrollment may be established if, in addition to review by the faculty in the discipline and by the Curriculum Committee, there is another section of the course or another course or courses which satisfy the same requirement.” – Policy on Prerequisites, Corequisites, Recommended Preparation and Limitations on Enrollment.

These proposed “limitations on enrollment” were approved (M/S;Townsend.Moy) Unanimous

AS Business Administration

Brad Nash spoke to committee about this new major.  This option would provide another much needed specialization/path for students.  Approved (M/S;Townsend.Moy) Unanimous

Technology

Several ideas were discussed to obtain laptops for the curriculum committee using either block grant or FPM money.  

· Purchase 2 to 7 laptops for chair, note taker, and deans.

· Use a smart classroom to meet for use of the overhead projector.

· Wait to evaluate  curriculum software before deciding on alternatives

· 2 laptops, one for chair and one for note taker and overhead at meetings in 409

It was decided to wait and discuss this further at another meeting.  No action at this time.

SGC

More discussion of the opening day activities.  SGC is waiting for updates from Faculty Senate and Classified Senate.

There was Claris Study discussion.  Several sessions were offered for faculty and classified to attend.  LMC was above norm in some areas and needs work on website and customer service.

Articulation – No report.

Summary of Topics

The committee will re-visit the discussion of laptops.  The committee currently uses a lot of paper in the business of Curriculum approval processes and more ideas will need to be discussed in order to find a workable solution.  

Meeting adjourned 2:25 p.m.

