Los Medanos Curriculum Committee

Minutes from March 21, 2007

Present: Ken Alexander (Chair), Scott Cabral, Laurie, Huffman, Kiran Kamath, Jason McKenzie, Richard Livingston, Earl Ortiz, Elizabeth Pearman, Gil Rodriguez, Clayton Smith, Myra Snell,  Janice Townsend, Grace Villegas,  Margaret Hertstein (Secretary).

Announcements  

At its last meeting the Academic Senate discussed the Brentwood Curriculum position text as communicated by the Chair.  No official motion was made however; some notations from the minutes of that meeting were shared with the Curriculum Committee and discussed at length.  The position of the Curriculum Committee remains the same as previously stated. Interpretation of the last sentence was discussed and consensus was this sentence could be removed or reworded if necessary.  Curriculum committee members may comment at the next Academic Senate as they feel necessary.   See following reference, “Note” from 3/7/07 Curriculum Committee Minutes:

NOTE: The text of the position as communicated to the Academic Senate by the Chair:

“In general, we advocate a notion of "dual citizenship" for faculty currently based in the Brentwood facility or those who might choose to base themselves there in the future. Our intent in using this term is to assert that, in terms of curriculum, faculty neither gains nor loses any rights, but rather retains the right to propose, comment on and vote on curriculum. Implicit in this notion is faculty's obligation to collegiality and inclusiveness. Any other arrangements beyond this curricular focus are matters for individual departments to resolve with their Brentwood colleagues.”

The last line of the above was deleted and replaced by: “This pertains only to matters of curriculum.” The Chair agreed to publish this to the Committee, solicit feedback and forward results to the Academic Senate for consideration.

Approval of today’s Agenda and Minutes from March 7, 2007

· Today’s agenda was approved with the addition of time for Richard Livingston to preface a future agenda item on special programs that will need Curriculum Committee attention. (M/S;Moy.Smith) Unanimous

· Minutes from March 7, 2007 were approved. (M/S;Smith. Moy) Unanimous

Consent Agenda 

· EMS 24, 26, 35 – Inactivate Courses.

· PTEC 25 – Prerequisite-co-requisite change

· PTEC 35 – Prerequisite-co-requisite change

Approved. (M/S;Townsend.Bolds) Unanimous 

Program Review Curriculum Responses Discussion

The rubric is not ready at present and the subcommittee of Ken, Gil, Nancy and Myra will continue working on this for next meeting agenda.

Evaluation and Grading

Myra facilitated the discussion of “Making Assignments Worth Grading.”  General comments were positive.  Next agenda, other chapters will be discussed and presented by Nancy.

Informational Item

Richard has been researching a special program, “Pathways” for at risk youth. Los Medanos has other special programs such as PUENTE Program, Learning Communities and these programs have enrollment requirements and/or restrictions.  As a compliance issue, these programs must come to the Curriculum Committee for approval.  He would like to bring the Fall 2007 semester programs to the committee for discussion/action.

SGC Update

Resource allocation is still the main focus in recent meetings.  Be thinking of new initiatives that will utilize still-available funding in your departments.

Next Meeting

April 18, 2007

Future Agenda items discussed at today’s meeting:

· Special programs discussion/action
· Program Review rubric update
· Evaluation and grading topic continue discussion.
· CLEP Test Evaluation by Departments
