Los Medanos Curriculum Committee

Minutes from March 7, 2007

Present: Ken Alexander (Chair), Scott Cabral, Laurie, Huffman, Kiran Kamath, Richard Livingston, Earl Ortiz, Elizabeth Pearman, Gil Rodriguez, Clayton Smith, Myra Snell,  Janice Townsend, Eileen Valenzuela, Grace Villegas, Nancy Ybarra,  Margaret Hertstein (Secretary).

Guest:
Denise Speer, Biology Professor

Announcements  

The Chair would like to add a discussion of curricular issues and the Brentwood facility supplemented by proposals for resolution from the Academic Senate Council and the Brentwood faculty to facilitate the Committee’s need to articulate a consensual response.

Approval of today’s Agenda and Minutes from February 7, 2007

· Today’s agenda was approved with the addition of the Curriculum in Brentwood proposal and moving the ESL-LAC item from the Consent Agenda to the Locally Approved Certificate Program item. 
(M/S;Smith.Pearman) Unanimous

· Minutes from February 21, 2007 were approved with addition of omitted approved course. (M/S;Snell.Ortiz) Unanimous

Omitted Approved Course:

DRAMA 71- The Art of Documentary Filmmaking - approval under “Non-Traditional Online Courses. Voting for DRAMA 71 was as follows: (M/S;Snell.Bolds) Unanimous. 

Consent Agenda 

· ATH 67 – Care and Prevention of Athletic Injuries-Title Change –Approved (M/S; Snell.Smith) Unanimous

· BIOSC 40 – Human Anatomy – Unit Change – Moved to reject with recommendation that author bring course back on Course Outline of record form for review at future committee meeting. (M/S; Ybarra.Ortiz) Unanimous.

Denise Speer augmented the rationale on her Minor Change form for the units change and added that she has already began the writing of the new course outline of record.  The committee felt there was sufficient substantive change that the Minor Change form was not an appropriate vehicle and removed it from the consent agenda. The Committee commended Denise on the clarity of her presentation and look forward to the changes proposed as part of an updated COOR.

Existing Course Outline of Record

· CHDEV 32 – Caring for and Educating School Age Children – Approved (M/S;Ybarra/Snell) Unanimous
· CHDEV 33 – Developmentally & Culturally Appropriate Practice for the School Age Child – approved with minor change to repeatability from 0 to 3 times. (M/S;Ybarra/Snell) Unanimous
Locally Approved Certificate Program

· ESL – Intermediate and Advanced– Title Change – Approved with recommendation to put on correct LAC form. (M/S;Townsend.Huffman) Unanimous
Deans Signature Discussion Item

What the dean signature on curriculum forms means was discussed at length.  Final consensus was determined. If the dean does not sign and only initials the form, it will be a flag to the committee there are problems with the course as presented.
Brentwood Curriculum Proposal Discussion

The committee’s consensus on this proposal is:  In order to have consistency, faculty in Brentwood would have feedback and participation in curriculum on the main campus.

NOTE: The text of the position as communicated to the Academic Senate by the Chair:

“In general, we advocate a notion of "dual citizenship" for faculty currently based in the Brentwood facility or those who might choose to base themselves there in the future. Our intent in using this term is to assert that, in terms of curriculum, faculty neither gains nor loses any rights, but rather retains the right to propose, comment on and vote on curriculum. Implicit in this notion is faculty's obligation to collegiality and inclusiveness. Any other arrangements beyond this curricular focus are matters for individual departments to resolve with their Brentwood colleagues.”

Program Review Curriculum Responses Discussion

A subcommittee of Ken, Gil, Nancy and Myra will meet to improve Gil’s rubric and report back to the committee at the next meeting.

Evaluation and Grading

30 minutes for the next 3 meetings will be scheduled for Nancy to discuss evaluation and grading.  Read and make notes on “Chapter 3-Making Assignments Worth Grading” for next meeting’s discussion item.

Humanities Degree Proposal

Kens proposal for a new transfer Humanities major was endorsed by the committee with no objections.  Ken has begun the approval process through the Academic Senate, SGC and the State.

SGC Update

Resource allocation has been the main focus in recent meetings.  There are still available funds. Proposals have been forwarded and are awaiting the president’s recommendation.

Next Meeting

March 21, 2007

Future Agenda items discussed at today’s meeting:

· Program Review rubric update
· Evaluation and grading topic review and a broader discussion of handout.
· Curriculum Handbook review – possible revision of forms
· Prerequisite and Minor Change Form review for modification.
