Los Medanos Curriculum Committee

Minutes from April 16, 2008
Present: Janice Townsend (Chair), Jason Dearman, Richard Livingston, Laurie Huffman, Frances Moy, Michael Norris for Akilah Moore, Myra Snell, Gil Rodriguez, Richard Tan, Elizabeth Pearman, Grace Villegas, Nancy Ybarra, Margaret Hertstein.
Guests: Humberto Sale, Research Office
Announcements & Public Comment:

Janice handed out a draft of the AP proposal for Academic Senate. Any feedback and last minute suggestions, if any should be forward to Janice by this Thursday, April 17, 2008. The document will be presented to Academic Senate.  Marie Karp, Janice and possibly admissions and records staff will be present to respond to questions.
Approval of today’s Agenda and Minutes from April 2, 2008
· Today’s agenda was approved with the following additions: Interdisciplinary discipline-action.  Change all interdisciplinary disciplines to “interdisciplinary-any master’s degree”; and the separation of “What is the role of the curriculum committee from stand alone training” part of #10 as an individual item for information. (M/S;Ybarra.Norris) Unanimous

· Minutes from April 2, 2008 were approved. (M/S;Moy.Snell) Unanimous

Consent Agenda - None for review.
Proposed New Course Outline of Record – None for review.
Existing Course Outlines of Record 
· SPAN 50 – Elementary Spanish I – Approved with suggestion to jazz up schedule description to appeal to students and insert words culture and grammar into catalog description. (M/S;Snell.Moy) Unanimous.  Richard and Gil are working on schedule and catalog description, any suggestions should be forwarded to them. 
College Skills Certificates – None for review.
Proposed new 900 Courses – None for review.
Online Course Approval -None for review.

Prerequisites - None for review.
HMSRV 909 – Interdisciplinary discipline- action change all to “Interdisciplinary - any Master’s Degree”.  Approved (M/S;Moy.Huffman) Unanimous.

Minor Change to Course Outline Form

Draft of changes was discussed with additional suggestions:
· Put “Other” box at end of  “The Change To” grouping and put boxes in alphabetical order.

· Additional for “Other” – replace “consult Curriculum Handbook for options” with “consult with your Dean”. 

· Minor Edits box – put “e.g.” grammar, punctuation. 

      Changes were approved (M/S;Moy.Pearman) Unanimous.

Stand Alone Training and Role of Curriculum Committee
Janice went over specific stand alone training instruction to clarify the curriculum committee role in course approval processes.  The five criteria are:
· Appropriateness to Mission

· Need

· Curriculum Standards

· Adequate Resources

· Compliance

The Curriculum Committee should also look at the Standards for COOR approval:

· Grading Policy

· Units

· Intensity

· Prerequisites and Co-requisites

· Basic Skill Requirements

· Difficulty

· Level

This committee should review what portions of stand alone training data should be included in the handbook as a resource.
Prerequisite Research 

Humberto spoke to committee regarding the research completed for course success rates in HUMAN 3.  A motion was made to do further study and include PHIL 2 and 3 courses.  A task force will meet to put together all the criteria needed for the study. Motion was approved. (M/S;Ybarra.Norris) Unanimous.

SGC
· President Garcia discussed changes in VTEA/Perking IV funding. Funds should be dedicated to improving a small number of programs, with a focus on success of special populations. 

· The assessment of the various RAP process indicated improvement over the previous approach. There was considerable discussion about members speaking to/voting on proposals about which they have information/expertise/interest. Members are interested in having as much accurate information as possible, without any conflict of interest issues. 

· BSI did not go through the RAP this spring because the proposals were not ready. We are in the middle of a three-year funding cycle; about $650,000 will need to be spent next year on basic skills improvements. Dan Henry will present the specific proposal to the SGC at its next meeting, before submitting it to the state. 
Articulation – No report.

Summary of Topics
· A Task Force was selected for preparation of research criteria.  The Task Force is:
Gil Rodriguez, Chair

Frances Moy

Ken Alexander

Nancy Ybarra  

(One other member to be selected from Math faculty)

· Discussion of Retreat courses for review on April 30th 
· Stand Alone Training
Next Meeting:  RETREAT for April 30, 2008.

Meeting Adjourned 3:00 p.m.
