Los Medanos College

Minutes of the Academic Senate

Date: Monday, September 16, 2013
Time: 3:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Location: L109

Members Present:
Alex Sample, Mark Lewis, Morgan Lynn, Pam Perfumo, Theodora Adkins, Ginny Richards, Alex Sterling, Laurie Huffman, Christine Park, Erich Holtmann, Kyle Chuah, Estelle Davi.

Members Absent:
Janice Townsend, Cynthia McGrath, Derek Domenichelli, Scott Cabral, Dave Zimny.

Guests:
Brianna Klipp (LMC Associated Students  President), Marie Arcidiacono (Department of Speech), Ruth Goodin (Office of College Advancement), Kevin Horan (LMC Vice President)
	Item
	Topic

	1.
	Call to Order (L. Giambattista)
The meeting was called to order at 3:05 p.m.


	2.
	Public Comment (L. Giambattista):
Brianna Klipp, President of the LMC Associated Students, introduced herself and announced a strong man competition for the District’s 65th anniversary celebration. She requested time on the next agenda to invite faculty to participate. 

	3.
	Senate Announcements and Reports (L. Giambattista):

a. Districtwide Strategic Planning Activity (E. Holtmann):
Wednesday, 10/2, from 1:00 to 4:00 at DVC in the Trophy Room, to identify the broad strategic directions the District should pursue over the next five years. E. Holtmann asked that discussion of strategic directions be put on the next senate agenda.
b. District subcommittee of the three college curriculum committee chairs (L. Huffman):

District asked that a subcommittee of the three college curriculum committee chairs be formed. The three chairs voted no; the curriculum committee chairs already communicate when necessary, and are too busy to be on another subcommittee.

c. Budget Committee (P. Perfumo):
B. Kratochvil is waiting for a proposal from the academic senate as to the particulars of the budget committee, to be brought to DGC. P. Perfumo suggested the senate form a task force to develop charges. 
d. GE Committee (A. Sterling):
All three deans are attending GE committee meetings. The GE committee still needs representatives from biology, behavioral science, creative arts, and distance education. Next Monday is the one all-faculty GE event of the semester. (We used to have three each semester.) Will consist of announcements and break-out sessions, but agenda has not been finalized yet.


	4.
	
Approval of Previous Minutes  (L. Giambattista):
a. Corrections: Lori Biles (retired) and Rebecca Talley are no longer senators.
b. Motion to approve the minutes with corrections (K. Chuah); Second (P. Perfumo) Vote: 12 – 0 – 0. The minutes were approved with corrections.

	5.
	
Agenda Reading and Approval (L. Giambattista):
Motion to add to agenda appointment to planning committee and discussion of districtwide reserves and approve with additions (E. Holtmann); Second (P. Perfumo).Vote: 11 – 0 – 1 (M. Lynn). The minutes were approved with corrections.

	
	AGENDA ITEMS ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

	
6.
	
Appointments: Including TLP (E. Holtmann):

a. Shared Governance Council Liberal Arts and Science representative: motion to appoint Carol Hernandez (L. Huffman); Second (P. Perfumo). Vote: 12 – 0 – 0. The appointment was approved.
b. Planning Committee: motion to appoint Ryan Pedersen (P. Perfumo); Second (M. Lynn). Vote: 12 – 0 – 0. The appointment was approved.

	7.
	Unsung Heros Award (R. Goodin):
The District is soliciting nominations for “Unsung Heros” to be acknowledged during the District’s 65th Anniversary celebration on 12/7/2013 in Martinez. Nomination forms are available from Michele Jackson, mjackson@contracosta.edu. Categories to be honored are faculty, staff, managers, students, alumni, retirees, volunteers, and community partners. You cannot nominate yourself.


	
8.
	
Substantive Change Proposal: Fire and Police (L. Giambattista):

Substantive change proposal is necessary because it is now possible to complete the program while taking more than- half of the classes offsite. Motion to approve the Substantive Change Proposal (M. Lewis); Second (A. Sample).Vote: 12 – 0 – 0. The substantive change proposal was approved.

There was a question as to how the program would be assessed,

	
9.
	
Computer Science AS-T Degree (L. Giambattista):

L. Giambattista explained that the Computer Science department would like Math 70: Calculus and Analytic Geometry III (multivariable calculus) to be changed from a corequisite to an advisory for Physics 41: Physics for Scientists and Engineers II (electricity and magnetism). 
There is uncertainty about whether the corequisite is required for articulation to various majors at various U.C.’s. DVC is not offering the Computer Science AS-T because they do not want to teach their computer science classes with fewer units. M. Lewis pointed out that the issue of the corequisite is not within the purview of the senate; it is between the physical science department and the curriculum committee.

	10.
	LMC District Governance Council Representative (L. Giambattista):


L. Giambattista asked for volunteers to represent LMC on the District Governance Council this semester (10/1, 11/5, 12/3 from 1:00 to 4:00).


	
11.
	
Fix Bylaws Contradiction (E. Holtmann):

The bylaws contain to contradictory provisions for electing senators. "Senators may be selected through any equitable procedure chosen by the Divisions or Departments they represent." vs. "Area-specific senators are elected by a majority vote of the full time faculty in their area."

Announced as an action item for next meeting: amending the bylaws to resolve this contradiction.



	
12.
	
Formal Request for Committee Rep Reporting (E. Holtmann):

E. Holtmann suggested that every committee representative appointed by the senate provide a written report to the senate at least once per semester. Example of a report template would be

· Are you still on this committee?

· Will you be continuing on this committee next semester? Does the senate need to appoint one or more faculty to this committee?

· What has the committee done this semester?

· What does the committee plan to do next semester?

P. Perfumo suggested that we agendize who reports at which senate meeting. Some representatives (e.g. SGC) would report at every meeting, whil others might report only once per semester.
L. Huffman suggested posting semester reports on the senate web page, and that would help with accreditation.



	
13.
	
Senate President and Vice President Terms (E. Holtmann):

The senate council decided that the term of the senate president-elect will be 1/1/2014 to 6/30/2015, because both candidates want to begin in Spring, and the next president should begin in July to remain synchronized with the ASCCC’s training for academic senate presidents. Per our bylaws, the term of the vice president will be Spring 2014 to Fall 2015. M. Lewis suggested that perhaps the bylaws should be amended to be more specific about terms. T. Adkins suggested that the vice president should attend the ASCCC training for academic senate presidents.


	
14.
	
Adjournment (L. Giambattista):

The meeting was adjourned at 4:50 p.m.
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