Memo
[image: image1.png]DOMINGUEZ HITLS





	

	To:
	Kate Fawver; CSUDH Academic Senate

	From:
	Kathleen Chai, School of Nursing, College of Health, Human Services and Nursing;Senator

	CC:
	Catherine Earl; Anupama Joshi

	Date:
	3/6/2014

	Re:
	Opportunity to Comment:  Concerns Regarding a Community College Baccalaureate Degree Pilot Program (SB 850 - Block)




Tuesday, February 11th I sent a memo to all full and part time Nursing faculty regarding the above information that had been discussed in Senate.  To date I have received 11 responses summarized below.

Most faculty members objected to the proposal, and a number strongly objected.   A number of responders felt the proposal was about more than nursing. “This movement has been around for some time. I concur with the resolves and rationale.  However, some of the advice for committee consideration is misleading. This is more than about the baccalaureate in nursing. While nursing is getting the most pressure at this time, legislation would be the vehicle that would affect, if not change, other discipline programs in the CSU.” “One challenge with the proposal is the inability of community colleges and the faculty to replace the education provided at the baccalaureate level when the focus at the community colleges is basically at the technical level. “ 

Other comments related to the discipline of nursing.  “It appears that the real problem here is that it significantly alters the Master Plan which needs addressing by appropriate individuals. It appears that a significant number of individuals outside the discipline of Nursing see it to be a trade, primarily job-related, rather than the profession of science based knowledge requiring university presence.”  “… it is true that the Community Colleges (CCCs) do produce more graduates eligible to sit for the RN license because the RN license is at the basic technical level. The baccalaureate in nursing goes beyond the basic technical level but the license is only for basic technical safety.  Baccalaureate education in nursing is not a longer duplication of technical education in nursing. “
A third issue was the faculty preparation at both levels:  “I'm dead-set against CCC's offering the BSN.  I agreed with the thrust of the document that resources need to go to the CSUs, and that CCCs do NOT have the academic expertise and skills to offer the BSN.”   “Having taught at a CC level,  the education and faculty [are] at a different level as far as the academic expectations---because the objective and historical background (as is noted in the document) is to award an Associate Degree.  If they are to become competitors, I like the idea that the university should get first refusal but also for consideration, the university level requires, or prefers, "doctoral" prepared [faculty} in the nursing programs, which I would think becomes another competitive issue with CCs and universities.  CCs are at an advantage for having a greater pool of faculty at the Master's level.  
Is there an easy solution?  There are a number of challenges along the way.  “Employers are currently demanding baccalaureate prepared nurses for the good of the public of California as they see this increased knowledge is required given the new demands of current healthcare. Therefore, the CSU in its documents and presentations need to be focused on the need of the California public, not turf protection or institutional promotion.”  “Expansion of CCCs to offer baccalaureate nursing degrees will require additional financial support and faculty who are academically and experientially prepared to teach at [a higher ] level.  These additional resources need to go to the CSU to expand professional (baccalaureate) nursing education.  Today’s employment opportunities are increasingly for baccalaureate prepared nurses.  
The CSU produces outstanding baccalaureate prepared nurses.  The resources for baccalaureate nursing education should go to the system with the baccalaureate track record.”  “With the need for increasing BSNs, we do need more campus/resources to produce the BSNs. However, will it be wise to put resources (including qualified faculty) and funding to create the new program at CC level instead of putting such resources to EXPAND the programs that CSU campuses already have? “  We do not think so.  
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