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Course Description (from Catalog)
This course teaches the research strategies and skills for successfully locating, retrieving, evaluating, synthesizing and using information in various formats. It combines library skills, research methods and information technology literacy. Coursework includes the ethical and legal aspects of information use and the critical thinking skills necessary for successful college research.

Course Student Learning Outcomes
Students who complete Library Studies 14 will be able to:

1: Determine the nature and extent of information needed and construct and implement an effective search strategy to locate relevant information.

2: Employ and effectively use a variety of information research tools to locate and
retrieve information in print, electronic, media formats etc. 

3: Select, evaluate and synthesize relevant information to meet a research need. 

4: Apply principles of scholarly and ethical research, such as proper citation formats and respect for intellectual property.

Signing Up

Enroll at the Admissions Office or through WebAdvisor.

How the Course Works
Library Research and Information Literacy Skills is taught in a self-paced mode.  This means that there will be no regularly scheduled class sessions.  Instead, you will work at your own speed and at times that fit your schedule.  Although you will be working at your own pace, you must complete all quizzes and assignments for Lesson 1-11, the final project, and the final exam (open book and open note) by December 19, 2008.
Accommodations
Students with documented learning and/or physical disabilities may receive reasonable classroom and/or testing accommodations. Please make these arrangements with the instructor at the beginning of the semester as soon as possible. Last minute requests may not be determined to be “reasonable.”
If you need additional information on Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) issues, please contact the DSPS department at ext. 3353.
Materials
All reading material, assignments, and quizzes are available online in Blackboard. You will also be using materials found in the LMC Library and online through the Library’s webpage. 
Assignments
The course is divided into eleven lessons and a final exam and project. Although all lessons will be available to you at the start of the class, you are strongly encouraged to complete and turn in the lesson quiz and assignment or discussion activity before you begin the next lesson.  After completing Lesson 11 you will be ready to take the final exam. 

Handing In and Picking Up Assignments
All assignments for this course are available through Blackboard. Be sure to answer all the questions on each lesson assignment.  When you have completed each assignment, you can turn it in to the Reference Librarian or you can turn it in electronically through Blackboard. Your grades for completed assignments will be ready to view in the Blackboard Gradebook in approximately two business days.  

Getting Help With Assignments
Although Library Research and Information Literacy Skills  is taught in a self-paced mode, you are encouraged to ask for help from your instructor at any time. The Reference Librarian at the Reference Desk in the library is also available to help you with any questions or difficulties you may have with the assignments.  The following is a schedule of the hours when a Reference Librarian is available in the library.

  Monday – Thursday:   8AM – 8:45PM
  Friday: 8AM – 2:45PM

  Saturday: 10AM – 2PM 

  Sunday: Library Closed
Online Help

You can also get help on assignments within the Blackboard course using the discussion area or by emailing the instructor at cgoff@losmedanos.edu.

Grading
Grading for the course will be based upon the completion of assignments (60% of the grade)

and the final exam and project (40% of the grade).  There are a total of 1,149 points possible for this course. Your final grade will be assigned according to the following:

90% - 100% of total possible points will = A grade

80%  -  89% of total possible points will = B grade

70%  -  79% of total possible points will = C grade

60%  -  69% of total possible points will = D grade

            59% and below will =  F grade

Academic Integrity
Please – do not cheat! This class is all about asking appropriate questions, learning how to find information and giving credit to the people (authors and researchers) whose information you are using. Cheating a plagiarism will not be tolerated and will result in a failing grade for the class (F or NC). If you have any concerns or questions about what plagiarism is or what you need to do to avoid it, please talk to me!
Budgeting Your Time
Be sure to give yourself enough time to complete all the assignments and final exam before

December 19, 2008.  Do plan on spending roughly three hours per week to complete the coursework. A good timeline is to plan on completing at least one unit assignment per week.  

Course Content

The following is a list of the content to be covered in the course:

Lesson   1  -  Information in the Modern World
Lesson   2  -  Learning About Academic Research
Lesson   3  -  Library organization and the Online Catalog
Lesson   4  -  Basic Reference Sources 

Lesson   5  -  Periodicals and Periodical Indexes
Lesson   6  -  Online Bibliographic Databases
Lesson   7  -  Advanced Keyword Searching
Lesson   8  -  The Internet and the World Wide Web
Lesson   9  -  Information Resources in the Community
Lesson 10  -  Evaluating Information Sources
Lesson 11  -  Ethical Issues in Information Research
Recap of Steps to Follow
1.  Register for Library Studies 14.

2.  Log in to the course using Blackboard: http://online.losmedanos.edu/
3.  Complete Lessons 1-11 in order.

4. Complete all coursework, including Final Exam and Project, by 
December 19, 2008.
