English 60: Basic Reading and Writing Skills

Fall Semester 2008

Sara Toruño

Section: 0294
Times: Tue/Thur, 11:00AM-1:50PM

Location: CC2-292
Office Hours: to be announced

E-mail: storuno@losmedanos.edu

Course Description

This course prepares students for ENGL 70. Students will learn foundational skills in reading, writing and thinking. Through an integrated approach, students will learn strategies to build reading comprehension, increase vocabulary, write well-developed and organized paragraphs, and improve editing skills, including spelling and sentence structure. 

Course Objectives

· Work effectively in the classroom, independently and in small groups.

· Read with understanding and fluency beyond the literal level of comprehension.

· Write academic paragraphs and short essays that are interesting, coherent, and show organizational skills.

· Write summaries that establish the main point of a text.

· Proofread and edit your own writing to correct errors. 

Required Texts and Materials

· Expressions by Megan C. Rainey

· A Fabricated Mexican by Rick P. Rivera
Required Materials

· A pocketbook dictionary

· A spiral notebook for journal keeping

Course Requirements

Compositions (200 points total)

You will write a series of paragraphs, some in-class and some at home to be turned in:

· Two in-class paragraphs (each worth 35 points)

· Two out-of class paragraphs (each worth 40 points)

Essays (Total: 200 points)

You will write/type two formal essays for this class:  

· One-page essay (100 points)
· Two-page essay (100 points)
Summaries (100 points total)

You will write four short summaries (one paragraph or more) each.  (Each worth 25 points)

Final  (200 points)

In-class 5-paragraph essay 

Quizzes (100 points total)

You will be given a total of five quizzes throughout the semester on grammar, punctuation, sentence basics, and vocabulary.  (Each quiz will be worth 20 points)

Participation Journal and Editing Log (Total: 100 points)

Both your participation journal and editing log can be kept in the same notebook.

· Participation Journal: you will write in your participation journal, each day at the end of class, recording your participation.  This will be explained in more detail.  Grade will count as class participation.  (50 points)

· Editing Log: you will also be required to keep track of your proofreading skills by revising and editing the paragraphs and essays I return to you.  This will be explained in more detail.  (50 points)

Homework (100 points total)

Homework assignments will be given out at the end of each class period to be turned in the following class session.  Most assignments will be handwritten, while others will be typed.  Everyone starts out with 100 points at the beginning of the semester, and for each homework assignment not turned in, I will deduct 5 points.  So try and do all your homework to keep those 100 points! 

Grading Policy

Evaluation of your essays will be based on the course objectives.  Each paragraph and essay will be graded based on three areas: organization, ability to follow the prompt/assignment, and syntax (grammar, spelling, punctuation, etc.)  Summaries will be heavily graded on your comprehension skills.  Letter grades will be calculated as a percentage of the total number of points (1000):

A (Excellent)

90-100% 

B (Good)

80-89%

C (Satisfactory)
70-79%

D (Poor)

60-69%

F (Failing)

  0-59%


Class Participation 

I will expect active participation through group discussions and peer groups, as well as completing the in-class writing exercises.  Failure to participate will have a significant impact on your overall grade, and rude and disrespectful behavior will not be permitted.  
Attendance

Attendance is a must in order to do well in this course!  If for some reason you do have to miss class, no excuse is needed; meaning, it is your responsibility to contact another student for missed homework and assignments—I will not respond to e-mails asking for missed assignments.  However, if you miss more than three days, more than likely your class participation points will suffer for missing out on in-class activities.  I do not allow make-up quizzes (which are given during the first ten minutes of class), which is why tardiness may cause you to miss a quiz. 
Class Partners

Missing class is not an excuse for coming to class unprepared. You are required to have at least one classroom partner and obtain his or her phone number and email address.  Call this person(s) to get homework assignments if you are absent. I do not give out homework assignments after class time, so you must rely on each other to get the work you miss.
Drop Policy

Students may be dropped for the following reasons: failure to attend first day of class, absence from three consecutive weeks of construction, and at any point when it is concluded that absences have irretrievably affected the student’s progress.  

Missing and Late Work

I will accept late essays and compositions, up to two weeks late only, but a significant amount of points will be taken off for each late assignment.  After two weeks, I will not accept late work.  As for the final, I do not allow those to be made up.  NO EXCUSES.  I’ve heard it all.  If an emergency comes up, I will evaluate the worth of that emergency by asking you to provide proof.  If your house has burned down, I will expect pictures.  As for homework, I only accept late homework up to one week after its due date with a reduction in points.  You are allowed to miss two homework assignments while still maintaining an ‘A’ for your homework grade.

Cell Phones

I expect all cell phones to be turned off during class sessions.  If by chance your phone rings during class, you will be asked to turn it off immediately or to leave the class; if this request is not met, points will be deducted.  If I see you texting during class, I will deduct points from your class participation grade.    

Laptops

Laptops are acceptable only for the use of note-taking and class participation.  If there is any misuse of laptop privileges, you will be asked to discontinue such privileges; if this request is not met, points will be deducted.    

Plagiarism

Plagiarism, defined as copying someone else’s work or submitting someone else’s work as your own, is a serious offense and will not be taken lightly; a plagiarized paper will receive a zero!  Remember it is much better to receive a failing grade on a paper (55%) you have written yourself than to receive a 0 on that paper.

ADA Statement

If you have a documented disability and require accommodations, please inform me at the beginning of the semester or as soon as possible after documentation has been received.

Students with documented learning and/or physical disabilities may receive reasonable classroom and/or testing accommodations. Please make these arrangements with me at the beginning of the semester or as soon as possible after documentation has been received. Last minute requirements may not be determined “reasonable”.

Blackboard

We will be using Blackboard as a tool for turning in all paragraphs, summaries, and essays.  You will also be able to use Blackboard to check the day’s homework assignments, see upcoming due-dates by accessing the calendar, and to check your grade.  It is a must that you learn how to use Blackboard during the first week of class in order to correctly submit writing assignments.  I will not accept e-mailed submissions!!!  As a last resort, I will accept hard copies, but I insist this only be done in cases of emergency (i.e. Internet is down, computer crashes.)
Course Outline

(This is a rough idea of what we will be covering for the entire semester.  Please note that the course outline is liable to change at any time, for make sure you attend class regularly to hear about updated changes that may occur.)

August 19th 
Expressions, Chapter 37, Taking Notes

August 21st
Expressions, Chapter 37, Taking Notes
      

____________________________________________________________

August 26th    
Expressions, Chapter 38, In-Class Writing

August 28th   
First In-Class Paragraph

Expressions, Chapters 12 and 13, Verbs 

____________________________________________________________

Sept. 2nd    
Expressions, Chapter 36, Discovering Your Learning Style

Sept. 4th  
Expressions, Chapter 14, Subjects



____________________________________________________________

Sept. 9th   
First Paragraph Due

Expressions, Chapter 35, Reading Aloud  

Sept. 11th 
Expressions, Chapter 15, Avoiding Verb Errors

____________________________________________________________

Sept. 16th  
Quiz #1

Expressions, Chapter 1, Written Expressions.  Writing Summaries—Handouts 

Sept. 18th 
Expressions, Chapter 16, Clauses



____________________________________________________________

Sept. 23rd 
First Summary Due

Expressions, Chapter 2, Becoming a Good Writer 
Sept. 25th 
Expressions, Chapter 17, Phrases



_________________________________________________________

Sept. 30th   
Expressions, Chapter 7, Academic Paragraphs

Oct. 2nd  
Expressions, Chapter 18, Avoiding Fragments

_________________________________________________________

Oct. 7th  
Editing Log Due

Second Paragraph Due

Expressions, Chapter 11, Essays, An Introduction

Oct. 9th  
Quiz #2

Expressions, Chapter 19, Avoiding Run-ons

_________________________________________________________

Oct 14th  
First Essay Due

Expressions, Chapter 3, Using the Reading Process

Oct. 16th  
Expressions, Chapter 20, Avoiding Comma Splices   



_________________________________________________________

Oct. 21st  
Second Summary Due
Expressions, Chapter 4, Using the Writing Process

Oct. 23rd  
Quiz #3

Expressions, Chapter 21, Pronouns, and Chapter 22, Adjectives and Adverbs


_________________________________________________________

Oct. 28th 
Expressions, Chapter 5, Improving Your Vocabulary

Oct. 30th  
Expressions, Chapter 23, Coordinators, and Chapter 24, Subordinators 



_________________________________________________________

Nov. 4th 
Expressions, Chapter 6, Diaries and Journals

Nov. 6th 
Quiz #4

Expressions, Chapter 25, Transitions



_________________________________________________________

Nov. 11th  
Editing Log Due

Third Summary Due

_________________________________________________________

Expressions, Chapter 8, Letters and E-mail

Nov. 13th  
Expressions, Chapter 26, Parallelism



_________________________________________________________

Nov. 18th 
Expressions, Chapter 9, Autobiographies 
Nov. 20th 
Expressions, Chapter 27, Participial Phrases


_________________________________________________________

Nov. 25th  
Second In-Class Paragraph
Expressions, Chapter 10, Fairy Tales

Nov. 27th  
Quiz #5

Expressions, Chapter 10, Fairy Tales



_________________________________________________________

Dec. 2nd  
Fourth Summary Due

A Fabricated Mexican

Dec. 4th  
A Fabricated Mexican






 

_________________________________________________________

Dec. 9th 
Second Essay Due
Prepare for Final
Dec. 11th 
Editing Log Due

Prepare for Final


_________________________________________________________

Dec. 16th 
Finals Week
Dec. 18th

