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LOCATING RESOURCES FOR YOUR 
ETHICAL INQUIRY RESEARCH PROJECT
INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this assignment is to develop your ability to use the Los Medanos College Library more effectively, to save time by knowing what you are doing, and to introduce you to useful library resources that you may be unfamiliar with.  It will help you with the independent research you will do for your Ethical Inquiry Research Project as well as in other courses requiring independent research.



THE LIBRARY

.

This exercise will lead you through the use of basic resources in the Library, online and in print, which will help you as you gather information for your Ethical Inquiry Research topic.

PHIL-002


                                      Name ________________________________________________


        Ethical Inquiry Research Project






                      

Library Assignment                
Research Topic: ____________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________


Locating Books in the Online Library Catalog

To locate books in the LMC Library you need to use the online library catalog, which can be accessed over the Internet. The homepage on most campus computers is the Los Medanos College Web site. Click on Library Services at the bottom right of the screen to get to the Library’s homepage. From off campus you can go directly to the library homepage by entering the following URL in the address bar: http://www.losmedanos.edu/LMC_library. After accessing the LMC Library homepage, click on Library Catalog, one of the menu buttons on the left side of the screen. You may search for library books in a number of different ways, including keyword, author, title, or subject.

1.
 Click the radio button to do a search by Keywords. Enter the search term(s) of your topic in the search box and hit the Submit button. Write down the author, title, call number and location for an interesting book you find. 

Author









Call Number


 _______________________________________________________________________

Title









        
Location

 _______________________________________________________________________

  
   .

2.
 This catalog also contains the library collections of both Diablo Valley College (DVC) and Contra Costa College (CCC). Use the drop-down menu, located below the direction to Select which collection to search, in order to search the DVC and CCC collections. Do a keyword search for a book on your topic in the library collections of both CCC and DVC. Write down the author, title, and call number for the books you find. (Hint: If you choose View Entire Collection you will be able to search the collections of LMC, DVC and CCC in one comprehensive list.) 
College 

 Author
 
              

 Title



    Call Number
 
DVC 

 __________________________________________________________________________________
CCC 

 __________________________________________________________________________________
Note:  LMC students can borrow circulating books from CCC and DVC by requesting books through the online Library Catalog. After retrieving the full record display of a title, click the Request/Hold button at the top of the screen, enter the required information, and press the Submit button. If the book requested is on the shelf, the waiting period is generally from three to five days. 

Locating Non-print Media in the Library 

To locate DVDs, videos, or audio CDs use the LMC Online Catalog and use the drop-down menu to select Media Collections. Do a search for audiovisual material on your topic. 

3.  Write down the call number and title of one of the items listed.

____________________________________________________________________________

 LMC Library eBook Collection

4. Book resources have been expanded to include access to eBooks. eBooks are
       published materials such as reference books and other books that have been converted
       into digital format for electronic distribution. eBooks include features such as 

           linked Table of Contents, and the ability to search the entire content of the eBook by 

           keyword.  eBooks can be accessed both here on campus and at home over the Internet.

         Using the online catalog, do a keyword search on your research topic.  After viewing the

          resulting list of books, locate and select the Limit to netLibrary eBooks option located

          near top of page. This updates the list to reflect only eBooks in the collection. 

       How many eBooks were listed for the topic you searched?_______________________
       Select one of the eBooks listed and write down the following information.
Author:________________________________________________________________________ Title:__________________________________________________________________________

Publication date of book_____________________________________________

Click on the title and then the link labeled “Connect to this electronic book” to access the eBook you chose. Click on the link "View this eBook" and look on the left side of the screen and answer the following questions:


Does the book you selected have an index?_________________________________________
Write down the title of the first chapter in the book ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Electronic Databases





Locating Magazine and Newspaper Articles

The Library has several online electronic databases in which you can find both magazine and newspaper articles. Go to the LMC Library homepage and click on Electronic Databases.  

Note: Students can access the electronic databases from off campus. Enter your last name and 7-digit student ID number. Your student ID number, e.g., 0012345, is on your class schedule or receipt.
Expanded Academic ASAP (InfoTrac) (1980 - present) provides online access to articles from over 4,000 scholarly and general-interest publications. Articles are included from academic disciplines such as Astronomy, Religion, History, Psychology, Humanities, Communications, General Sciences, and Current Events. 

5. 
Click on Expanded Academic ASAP (InfoTrac) and do a Subject Guide Search.  Find a full-text article on your topic and fill in the information indicated below. Note that, when using the Subject Guide Search, many topics are broken down into more manageable categories which you can access by clicking on the link Subdivisions.  
        Name of publication____________________________________________ Date of article________________

          Author of article __________________________________________________________________________


Title of article _____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________
ProQuest Newspapers provides online full-text articles from four major national newspapers: The New York Times, Wall Street Journal, Washington Post and the Christian Science Monitor.

6.
Using ProQuest locate a newspaper article on your topic and indicate the following:

          Name of newspaper__________________________________________ Date of article_________________

          Author of article__________________________________________________________________________

          Title of article____________________________________________________________________________

          Briefly summarize the article________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________________________

NewsBank provides full-text articles from the Contra Costa Newspapers (21 titles), Sacramento Bee, San Francisco Chronicle and 26 news magazines.

7.    Using NewsBank, locate an article on your topic and indicate the following:

Newspaper selected____________________________________________________________________​​​​​​​​____
       Date of article________________________________________________________________________​​_____
       Author of article___________________________________________________________________________
       Title of article_________________________________________________________________​​​____________
       Briefly summarize the article_________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________________________

SIRS Knowledge Source offers thousands of full-text articles on social, scientific, health, historic, business, economic, political and global issues.
8.  Using SIRS locate an article on your topic and indicate the following: 

Name of publication____________________________________ Date of article________________________

Author of article___________________________________________________________________________

Title of article_____________________________________________________________________________

Ethnic NewsWatch is a full-text database of newspapers, magazines and journals of the ethnic, minority and native press. A collection of articles, editorials, columns, reviews, etc., provides a broad diversity of perspectives and the “other side of the story.”
9.  Using Ethnic NewsWatch locate an article on your topic and indicate the following: 

Name of publication____________________________________ Date of article________________________

Author of article____________________________________________________________________________

Title of article______________________________________________________________________________

CQ Researcher explores a single “hot” issue in the news in depth each week. Topics range from

social and teen issues to environment, health, education, and science and technology.

10. Using CQ Researcher, search for an article on your topic and indicate the following:

   Title of article________________________________________________________________________​​​​​​​​____
           Date of article________________________________________________________________________​​___

           Author of article__________________________________________________________________________

FACTS.com combines complete content from the World News Digest since 1940 with selected content from the following databases: World News Special Features, Issues & Controversies, Today’s Science, Reuters News (last two weeks), World Almanac Reference Databases, and World Almanac Encyclopedia.  
11.  Using FACTS.com locate an article on your topic and indicate the following:
What database within FACTS. com did you use_________________________________________________
       Date of article_____________________________________________________________________________

       Author of article___________________________________________________________________________

       Title of article_____________________________________________________________________________
Britannica Online includes the complete encyclopedia, as well as more than 130,000 links to Web sites selected, rated, and reviewed by Britannica editors.

12.  Using Britannica Online, search for information on your topic.

         What did you found on your topic?  
______________________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________________

Specialized Databases

In addition to the databases listed above the library also subscribes to several specialized databases which include: Annals of American History, Biography Resource Center, Grove Art Online, Grove Music Online, Literature Resource Center, and RAND California.

13.  From the list of specialized databases choose one of interest to you.  Search for information  

       on your topic or another subject of interest and briefly summarize it below. 

        Name of Database___________________________________________________________________________

        Briefly summarize the article__________________________________________________________________

       __________________________________________________________________________________________

       __________________________________________________________________________________________
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Locating Information on the Internet
On the LMC Library home page click on Internet Resources.  On this Web page you will find links to valuable sources of information, including Internet Resources by Subject - Selected by LMC Librarians.   Also on this page you will find a link entitled Best Search Tools Page. This page brings together several useful tools for searching the Web.

14.  Using the Best Search Tools Page select the Google search engine and type in search terms

       related to your topic in the search box.  Below write the title and the Web address of one Web site 

       from the search results that will be useful for your research topic.

Using the Images feature of Google, find images or graphics relating to your topic.  Briefly describe one of the images you find that might be useful for your research topic.

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

       If your search results are unsatisfactory, you may have better success by refining your search.  To refine a search 

       using Google, select Advanced Search, and follow the instructions.  Many other search engines also include an 

       Advanced Search.

15. Return to the Best Search Tools Page and select Yahoo as your search tool.  Type in the same search terms you used above.  Did Yahoo provide you with the same exact Web site results within its top 10 search results?
16.  Return to the LMC Library Internet Resources Web page and click on the Subject Indexes link.       

Select the Librarian's Index to the Internet subject index and look for resources that will be useful for your research topic.  

       (Internet Subject Indexes allow the researcher to begin with a broad subject heading and then progressively  

         narrow it down by selecting sub-categories.  Many subject directories are selective about the Web resources 

         included.)


      Subject you chose_____________________________________________________________
      Did the subject index provide you with any links to useful Web sites?____________________

      If so, list two of them:

      ____________________________________________________________________________
      ____________________________________________________________________________
Resources in the Reference Collection 
Locating Information in Encyclopedias

Encyclopedias are often a good place to begin your research because they provide a broad overview on almost any subject.  Most encyclopedias have comprehensive indexes which allow you to locate all the information on a particular subject contained in the entire set.

There are two types of encyclopedias, general and specialized.  General encyclopedias (World Book, Encyclopedia Americana, Encyclopaedia Britannica, etc.) attempt to cover all areas of knowledge.  Specialized encyclopedias (Encyclopedia of World Art, Encyclopedia of Bioethics, etc.) concentrate on specific subject fields.  Both general and specialized encyclopedias are located in the Reference Collection on the first floor of the library.
General Encyclopedias

17.
Consult one of the general encyclopedias (World Book, Encyclopedia Americana, or Encyclopaedia Britannica) located in the reference collection.  Check the index volume first.  Did you find any information on your topic? ______________


Title of encyclopedia ________________________________________________________

Topic_____________________________________________________________________

Volume & Page Number _____________________________________________________
Specialized Encyclopedias

18.
Using the online library catalog, click on the Subject radio button to search for books by subject.  Type in the subject Encyclopedias and add a broad search term that covers your topic (for example, encyclopedias environment).  From the resulting list of encyclopedias, select a title which might relate to your topic.  If there is no encyclopedia title which relates to your topic, then choose one which covers the same general field or one which simply looks interesting to you.  Write down the call number of the encyclopedia and locate it in the library collection. (Remember don’t select World Book, Encyclopedia Americana, or Encyclopaedia Britannica because they are general encyclopedias.)


Title of encyclopedia ________________________________________________________
Locate this encyclopedia in the reference collection.  List one interesting fact or idea from this encyclopedia relating to your topic
        __________________________________________________________________________
        __________________________________________________________________________
Ask a Librarian

The library provides a special service to assist you with reference or research questions. On the LMC Library Web page click on Ask a Librarian and answer the following questions:

19.  What are the four ways to contact a LMC Librarian?





20.   Locate the link labeled Email Reference Service and list the four types of assistance 

  provided by email.  





21.  Locate the link labeled Research Consultation Appointment Form.  Allow how

      many days when scheduling a consultation with a Librarian? 
     ___________________________________________________________________________
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