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        STUDENT SAMPLE





      Professor Don Kaiper, History 38LS
Honors Contract Proposal

1.  Project Goal, Objectives and Thesis:  
Goal:  The goal of my project is to analyze the motivation for and effects of the infamous firing of General Douglas MacArthur by President Harry Truman.  
Driving Question:  Why was General MacArthur fired by President Truman and what are the results of this act?
Working Thesis:  My current thesis is that if MacArthur had not disobeyed Truman’s orders, then Japan would not have gotten the opportunity to build its economy, now known as the second richest in the world.   

2.  Project Outcomes:  The outcome of this project will be a 15-20 page paper which will be turned in no later than the final exam of the course.  I will also give a 30 minute presentation of my work before my class during the last week of class.

3.  Paper Outline:   

I. Bibliography &  Analysis of President Truman

· Personal Background

· Civilian & Military work experience 

· Teddy Rooselvelt & the Vice-Presidency

· Becoming President

· Analysis of his personality and political values

II.  Bibliography & Analysis of General MacArthur
· Personal Background

· Civilian & Military work experience 

· Analysis of his personality and political values

III.  Background and Analysis of the firing

· Tensions leading up to the firing

· Conflict of two men’s values and motives

· The firing & its aftermath

· Analysis of the “real” reasons behind firing and its global effects

4.  Project Resource List
Films:  MacArthur, Truman, 1940’2-50’s of the Century Collection at LMC

Books:  Simply Truman, David McCullough


The Wit and Wisdom of Harry Truman, Harry Truman & Ralph Keyes


Douglas MacArthur, Bernard Duffy


The Emperor General, Norman Finklestein

5.  Project Process & Timeline

Weeks


Process


Meeting Schedule  & Outcomes

1-3

Develop project outline

At least 2 meetings with Prof.


Formulate thesis


Kaiper.


Find potential sources



Write Honors Proposal

PROPOSAL TURNED IN TO 

HONORS BOARD BY SEPTEMBER 10th
4-8
Conduct research on Truman

Meetings every other 

Write draft of part I


Monday with Prof. Kaiper







DRAFT OF PART I OF PAPER BY

 OCT. 11

8-12

Conduct research on MacArthur
Meetings every other Monday 



Write draft of part II


with Prof. Kaiper
DRAFT OF PART II BY NOV. 8

12-16

Conduct research & analysis

Meetings every other Monday


of firing



Write final draft of all parts of paper








FINAL DRAFT DUE DEC 6

17

Polish final paper with input

Meeting after final exam with Prof.


from Prof. Kaiper


Kaiper to turn in paper & discuss


Do Class Presentation


FINAL PAPER DUE DEC. 13

