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Honors Biological Science 10: Introduction to General Biology
· Should flower pictures be considered pornography?

· Why does the Atkins diet actually work for some people?

· And, of course, why is the grass green?

If you spend long sleepless nights pondering the answers to any of these questions, or if you just need a non-majors transferable science lab course, you should enroll in honors Bio 10!  We will study a variety of living organisms (animals, plants, and microbes) to learn how they survive, change, and reproduce.  We will explore the importance of different types of organisms to each other, as well as the extraordinary effects of human life on the natural world.  Each student will be required to develop a scientific hypothesis (related to a biological question) and design an experiment to answer it.  Students will also get the opportunity to go outside and examine the natural world around them up close and personal. 





TuTh 1:30-3PM


Transfer requirements:  IGETC area 5B; CSU area B2; Honors Math/Science
Professor Mark Lewis went to school a long time ago to become a writer, but he got sidetracked along the way and ended up with a PhD in biochemistry from UC Berkeley.  Since then, he has mostly been using aliases assumed identities to escape FBI surveillance.  His latest cover is a mild-mannered Biology instructor at LMC.
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Honors Economics 5:  An Economic History of the U.S.
Did you ever wonder whether there are any parallels between the stock market crash of the 1930’s, the dot-com implosion of the early 2000s and the current credit meltdown? Have you stayed up at night pondering whether Bill Gates is richer now than John D. Rockefeller was at the beginning of the 20th century?  These intriguing questions and more will be explored by this Honors Course that examines the origin and development of the American Economy from the Colonial Era to the present time.   If you love history, intrigue and the study of capitalism, you’ll love this course! 







MWF 1-2PM
Transfer Requirements: IGETC Area4F or US History B; CSU Area D6 and US History B; Honors: Soc/Beh Science
Professor Shalini Lugani’s first teaching position was with honors students at the University of Delhi in India.  Ever since then teaching has been her passion and she strives to impart a hunger for learning and logical thinking. She received her PhD from the University of Georgia (home of the Georgia Bull Dogs!) and has been awarded a Rotary International Scholarship for advanced studies along with membership in Gamma Sigma Delta in recognition of high scholarship, outstanding achievement and service to agricultural sciences.  
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Honors English 230:  Literature and Composition
As reviews of recent best-sellers have attested, great literature can contain “gripping action”, “suspenseful scheming” or   “touching tales of true love”. If you love to read, or would like to find the magic of this pastime, join us in Honors English 230!  This class will give you tools to unlock the way an author creates his or her web.  Improve in your writing skills as you enjoy fascinating short stories, poems, novels, and plays.  Like the one about the girl whose boyfriend started shrinking and fell down the kitchen drain, or the poem about New York written from a pre-9-11 middle-eastern perspective, or the one about a business man hired to be a Neanderthal at the museum... Come join us, because every story is a world, and there are many worlds to explore.


TuTh 9:30 – 11AM
Transfer Requirements: UC Elective Units, CSU Area C2, Honors: Humanities/Fine Arts   
Professor Katalina Wethington used to read to avoid chores at home. Then she grew up, got her own place, and now does the same thing.  She studied Literature at UCSD and later got her degree in Writing.  When she manages to remove her nose from a book, she enjoys dancing with her husband, eating, traveling, and hearing almost anything new. 
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Honors Political Science 20:  Introduction to Politics
Conservatism!  Liberalism!  National Security!  The Fight Against Terrorism!  Poverty!  Abortion!  Political Correctness!  Same-Sex Marriage!  Racism!  Crime!  Drugs!  The Global Economy!  Which side are you on?
Tackle the toughest political and social issues of the 21st Century with politics junkie Dave Zimny.  Join in classroom discussions, political games and no-holds-barred debates on issues and policies from City Hall to the United Nations.  Best of all, no boring textbooks:  you’ll be reading and discussing some of the best contemporary research and commentary on real-life politics. This special Honors Section of POLSC 20 is designed to teach creative and critical thinking through the analysis of political institutions and ideals. 







TuTh 5:30-7 PM
Transfer Requirements: IGETC Area 4H or US History A; CSU D8 or US History B; Honors Soc/Beh Science
Professor Dave Zimny, PhD, came to Los Medanos College from the Midwest, where he graduated with Honors from the University of Chicago.  He earned his Master’s and Doctoral Degrees in Political Science with Distinction from Yale University, where he graduated first in his class.  Dr. Zimny has taught college political science and interdisciplinary social science courses for 34 years, and has won awards for his outstanding teaching.  When not busy in the classroom, he has served as president of a professional survey research firm, worked in many political campaigns and negotiated for several teachers’ unions.  His personal motto is borrowed from Spinoza:  “Not to mock, not to deplore, not to despise – but to understand.”
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HONORS SEMINAR
Honors Philosophy 2:  The Ethics of Leadership
· What qualities will Barack Obama need to lead this country out of its crises?
· What kind of political and financial leadership helped create the mortgage and credit meltdown?  
· How can YOU grow and develop as a leader, intellectually and practically?  
As an Honors Student, you are already an academic leader on campus.  But what can great and infamous leaders of the past and present teach you about becoming a leader in a larger arena?  Take this interdisciplinary exploration of ethical leadership to find out! Through reading great literature (from Huckleberry Finn to Plato’s The Republic), viewing marvelous films (Miss Evers Boys, Crash, Hotel Rawanda, Norma Rae etc.), and studying fine articles in psychology, business, philosophy and political science, we will delve into the many aspects of leadership—initiative, decision making, team building, servant leadership, transformational leadership. ethics etc.  Special emphasis will be place upon experiential team building experiences in class as well as scintillating conversations.  This class will be taught by Professor Barbara Austin with LMC President Peter Garcia as visiting professor. 


M 7-10 PM

Transfer Requirements: IGETC Area 3B; CSU Area C2;  Honors Seminar 

Professor Barbara Austin has been interested in leadership ever since she was a campaign manager for the first female student body president at Lincoln Junior High in Santa Monica.  Since then whether as a student, author (4 published books) and college teacher at SF State University, Bowling Green State University and for the last 15 years at Los Medanos College, she has pondered the question, how we can develop more ethical leaders?  Professor Austin received her BA in English from Loyola Marymount, her MA in English/Creative Writing from SF State and worked on her in PhD in a conjoint degree program at UC Berkeley and the Graduate Theological Union in Process Philosophy (the study of Whitehead’s “Adventures of Ideas”).






