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Honors Art 5:  The Visual Arts
· What does it mean to be creative?

· Why and how do humans make art?

· Does a completely black canvas really belong in a museum?

Someday the person you are falling in love with will point at a work of art across a room. You'll win her/his heart because, having taken Honors Art 5, you'll be able to say "That must be a Monet." or "I always smile when I see Claus Oldenburg's work."  While that's clearly reason enough to take Honors Art 5, along the way we'll also discuss provocative questions like the ones above.  This intriguing survey class will give you the background and vocabulary you need to approach these questions.  We'll deal with art created from the beginning of humanity to last week's conceptual pieces. 








MWF 8-8:50 AM
Transfer requirements:  IGETC Area 3A; CSU GE Area C1, Honors: Humanities/FineArts
Professor Curtis Corlew is an artist, journalist, photographer, multimedia developer, bicyclist and really bad guitar player.
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Honors Economics 10: Principles of Microeconomics  

· What’s better for the economy, bailing out banks or helping Bay Area homeowners? 

· Why should we care that China’s buying up U.S. bonds and Iceland’s gone bankrupt?
· Will the newly emerging “neuroeconomists” actually be able to peer into peoples’ brains to predict consumer behavior in the near future?

These are scary economic times.  Everyone knows someone who’s been laid off, a family who’s lost a home, or a school that’s faced devastating budget cuts.  What’s going on and who’s to blame?  More importantly, what can we do to fix our current crisis?!  Join Dr. Lugani for this timely class which will help you sharpen your critical thinking skills while you learn about concepts such as supply & demand, the U.S. banking system, market failure, and antitrust legislation.  This class is a must have for business majors or anyone interested in law, politics and social science!   



MWF 11-11:50 AM                                   
Transfer Requirements: IGETC Area 4B; CSU Area D2 ; Honors: Social/Behavioral Science
Professor Shalini Lugani first teaching position was with honors students at the University of Delhi in India.  Ever since then teaching has been her passion and she strives to impart a hunger for learning and logical thinking. She received her PhD from the University of Georgia (home of the Georgia Bull Dogs!) and has been awarded a Rotary International Scholarship for advanced studies along with membership in Gamma Sigma Delta in recognition of high scholarship, outstanding achievement and service to agricultural sciences.  
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Honors English 221:  Advanced Composition & Critical Thinking 
What do a cigarette ad, a column in the Experience, a sexual advance, and the heated words of Fox News’ Glenn Beck all have in common? They are all arguments: someone is trying to persuade you, using reasoning, emotional appeal, rhetorical bluster, or some such trickery. The focus in Honors English 221 is on analyzing arguments. We slice them, dice them, question them, praise them (when they're good), bow down to no authorities (right or left wing), and then exhaust ourselves trying to write convincing arguments of our own. In doing so you will increase the power of your brain, and then use that big brain of yours to get a degree and launch a lucrative career. (Plus you’ll learn why that last sentence contains a pretty manipulative argument!) 




TuTh 9:30-10:50AM
 Transfer Requirements: IGETC Area 1B, CSU GE Area A3; Honors: Humanities/Fine Arts



Professor Alex Sterling has an MA in philosophy from Purdue University, and a secondary teaching credential and an MA in English from Cal State East Bay. The first MA was the only time Alex ever dropped out of school, leaving a PhD program to move to California, grow his hair (now falling out), become an indie rock songwriter, and join the ranks of overeducated rock musicians with bad jobs. After a few years of that, Alex taught at the middle school and high school level until finally landing (happily!) in the LMC English department in 2006. In his free time Alex likes to be with his adorable family (wife Julianne, and two little boys, Jasper and Adlai), read a mix of fiction and social theory, and rock out with his band, Desoto Reds.
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Honors Math 34: Probability and Statistics
· How can 30 people predict what 1 million people think?

· Should you mistrust statistics you see in the media?
· How can statistics encourage social justice?
Finally, a math class you can really use in the real world!  Grab a friend and explore as you learn the powerful analysis tool known as statistics. Every day in the news you see charts tracking President Obama’s approval ratings, or the spread of H1N1 “swine flu” cases, or the percentage of students with credit card debt, but where did those numbers come from?  And, more importantly, can you trust them?  You’ll learn which numbers you shouldn’t trust, and how to get “good data” that people can believe in.  Get a chance to study something you’re personally interested in as you work on a group project you design yourself.  This Honors Course is a guaranteed way to have a small class, supportive classmates, and a great teacher for your transfer math requirement.   Check it out!   







                                               TuTh 11-12:50PM





Transfer Requirements: IGETC Area 2; CSU GE Area B4; Honors: Math/Science
Professor Tue Rust has taught at San Jose State University, Milpitas High School, ThinkTank Learning Center, and is now enjoying a long-term relationship with LMC. His passions are new programs and ideas that help community colleges “be all they can be”. Currently, he is looking at what can be done to help students accelerate toward their educational goals. Ask him about AVID or the Digital Bridge Academy for 5 extra credit points (jk)…or is he…?
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Honors Political Science 10: Introduction to American Government
CAN WE FIX OUR POLITICS? Citizens, officials, judges, candidates, lobbyists, talk show hosts, conservatives, liberals – they all agree that something has gone seriously wrong with the American political system.  Can we fix what’s broken?  If so, how?  If not, why not?  Search for answers to these questions with politics junkie and perennial Honors student favorite Dave Zimny.  Join in classroom debates, political simulations and no-holds-barred analysis of the knottiest issues in modern politics.  Best of all, no boring textbooks!  You’ll be reading and discussing some of the sharpest contemporary research and commentary on real-life politics.













MW 5:30-6:50 p.m.

Transfer Requirements: IGETC 4H; CSU GE D8/American Institutions; Honors: Social/Behavioral Science

Professor Dave Zimny came to Los Medanos College from the Midwest, where he graduated with Honors from the University of Chicago.  He earned his Master’s and Doctoral Degrees in political science with Distinction from Yale University, where he graduated first in his class.  Dr. Zimny has taught college political science and interdisciplinary social science courses for 35 years, and has won awards for his outstanding teaching.  When not busy in the classroom, he has served as president of a professional survey research firm, worked in many political campaigns and negotiated for several teachers’ unions.  His personal motto is borrowed from Spinoza:  “Not to mock, not to deplore, not to despise – but to understand.”
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HONORS SEMINAR
Honors English 3:  Investigating the Middle East
The United States is currently at war in Iraq and Afghanistan and, in general, against “Islamic fundamentalism”.  Attempting to find solutions to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict has obsessed U.S. Presidents for decades.  Do you feel like you have the information you need to understand all of this?  Do you think it’s important that you get this information?  If you answered yes, then this course is for you! 

The Middle East is the birthplace and spiritual center of the West’s three major religions, source of most of the world’s oil, and the world’s major weapons market. Not surprisingly, the U.S. considers the region a vital interest for which we will fight, as we are now.  But are our actions ethical?  What are the stories and perspectives of the people who live there? We will watch movies and read stories presenting them. Honors Students also have the amazing opportunity to choose to represent positions of certain Arab countries in the Model Arab League held in April at USF.




MWF 10-10:50AM













Transfer Requirements: UC elective units, CSU Area C2, Honors Seminar 

Professor Judy Bank  has an M.A. from Suffolk University as a Reading Specialist, inspired by her experiences as a university student studying in Spanish and Hebrew – both foreign languages to her. A three year sojourn in Israel as a student and teacher inspired a life-long interest in this region and she has spent 35 years working with groups of Israelis, Palestinians, Jews and Arabs for peace.  Professor Bank has also traveled extensively in Egypt, Syria, and Jordan and participated for many years in the Bay Area Middle East Study Group.   
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