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Honors Astronomy 10: Introduction to Astronomy  

Do you pass idle moments wondering about the difference between dark energy and dark matter or how to calculate the number of detectible civilizations in the Galaxy?  If your answer to any of these questions is “yes”, then take this class! Expect lots of student interaction and special topics. We will use the planetarium and the rooftop observatory almost every week, and you can look forward to field trips to the Chabot Space and Science Center and elsewhere.


MWF 11AM-12PM
Transfer Requirements: IGETC Area 5A, CSU Area B1, Honors Math/Science
Professor Scott Cabral has loved astronomy since he was six years old and has never grown out of it.  This ultimately evolved into a B.A. at U.C. Berkeley in Physics and Astronomy and an M.S. in physics at S.F. State. He was a still a grad student at SFSU when he started teaching astronomy at Los Medanos in 1989. Scott is a veteran of countless public planetarium show and telescope viewing parties, besides being the proud owner of about 15,000 astronomy slides. His pastimes are bicycling and working on his Spanish.
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Honors Humanities 24:  Shakespeare’s English Kings
War  Murder  Mayhem  Madness  Triumph  Tragedy 
This first-ever Honors Course focuses on Shakespeare’s exciting series of plays about English kings who sought to gain the throne of France. These are powerful and often funny plays that chronicle England’s evolution from a medieval kingdom to a modern nation. Experience murders, love matches, battles, conspiracies, thieves and whores. Investigate the literary and performance conventions of Shakespeare’s day and learn the history, both real, and as he  interpreted it. Scenes from the plays will be informally enacted in class to access Shakespeare’s intent and recreate his royal cast in their game of heroes, knaves and fools. 
TuTh 12:30-2 PM
Transfer Requirements: IGETC Area3B, CSU Area C2, Honors: Humanities/Arts
Professor Ken Alexander  has A.A. and B.A. degrees in Fine Arts and an M.A. in Art History. While he spent the first 13 years of his career as a professional graphic designer, he has taught full-time for the past 21 years at LMC. He has taught in the Study Abroad program, living and teaching in Florence, Italy. A dedicated traveler, Ken has visited every western European country, and recently, completed several 200-mile solo walking adventures in central England. 
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Philosophy 41:  HONORS CRITICAL THINKING
We are surrounded by arguments. Politicians, teachers, salespeople and friends are constantly trying to convince us to vote a certain way, buy into their belief system or “send money now!”. But have you ever really examined those arguments to see whether they MAKE SENSE?  This Honors Class will delve into the world of logic and reason and give you skills to recognize when an argument should persuade you versus when you’re being misled.  We’ll play logic games, immerse ourselves in the bizarre world of paradoxes and take these skills out into the real world to unmask con artists!  









TuTh 9:30-11AM      
Transfer Requirements: UC Elective Transfer Units, CSU Area A3, Honors: Arts/Humanities

Professor Jennifer Saito studied Theoretical Mathematics at UC Berkeley where she received her BA and MA degrees.  She was lured into the world of philosophy by Professor Danny Moriel when she saw him working on logic puzzles in an LMC meeting 14 years ago.  She is the founder and director of the Honors Transfer Program.  Her critical thinking heros include Rene Descartes, James Randi and Penn &Teller.
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Honors Journalism 35:  Mass Communications
· Should Homer Simpson be allowed to swear on television?
· Does Rupert Murdoch’s recent purchase of the Wall Street Journal mean the end of objective financial reporting?  Did that ever exist in the first place?
· Should CBS, NBC, ABC, Fox News and CNN be more balanced in what they choose to broadcast? Who decides what they show anyway?
As the recent deadly Middle Eastern riots protesting political cartoons published in European newspapers have shown, choices about what goes in our newspapers, our magazines and on television have never been more important.  Take this ever-popular Honors Course and learn how to become “media savvy” in this age of media monopolies and the rise of using the Internet as our primary news source.  Honors Students will study the impact of the mass media on individuals and society while they tackle controversial issues like sex, violence and stereotypes in the media; the right to know vs. the right of privacy; free expression vs. political correctness; the dirty “c” word (censorship); and press responsibility in times of war. In addition, students will use the newest mass media, the Internet, in a dynamic way to expand the classroom beyond brick and mortar. 








TuTh 11-12:30




Transfer Requirements:  IGETC Area 4G, CSU Area D7, Honors: Soc/Beh Sci.

Professor Cindy McGrath stepped out of the newsroom and into the classroom in 1988. Before coming to California and Los Medanos College, she spent 11 years in Florida as an editor at the St. Petersburg Times and as a professional newspaper consultant in the high school newspaper program at the Poynter Institute for Media Studies. She writes in inches, measures in picas and tosses terms around the journalism lab like “dogleg”, “raw wrap” and “bastard type”. In one of her less sane moments, she worked as the Sacramento press coordinator for the Dukakis for President primary campaign. Chalk it up to her Massachusetts roots.
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HONORS SEMINAR :  Honors Philosophy 2  
The Ethics of Weapons of Mass Destruction
· What's inside a hydrogen bomb and why don't more countries own them?

·  How easy is it to poison a city's water with chemical or biological 
weapons? 
· Does science have a soul?  Should it?
· Who were Prometheus and Pandora, and what do they have to do with us?

This course will explore the creation, control and use of chemical, biological, and nuclear weapons from a variety of perspectives - including science and engineering, history, politics, military strategy, and ethics.  Special emphasis will be placed upon the invention of nuclear explosives within the context of World War II, their use in Japan, and arms control and proliferation during the Cold War.  We will also study the current implications of weapons of mass destruction, including the global struggle with terrorism, and the case made by the Bush administration for the invasion of Iraq.











Tuesdays 7-10PM
Transfer Requirements: IGETC Area 3B , CSU Area C2, Honors Seminar 

Professor Mitch Schweickert grew up in a Promethean culture - his father was one of the Manhattan Project scientists, helping to create the world's first nuclear weapons.  When Mitch was born in New Mexico, his dad was building hydrogen bombs for a living.  Then the family moved to Livermore, so Dad could continue his work with bombs - but at least the wines and weather improved a bit.  Mitch found all those duck & cover drills to be terrifying, but some of his friends had pretty cool bomb shelters.  A steady diet of pickled herring and endless water sports (above and below 0 degrees Celsius) nourished him during his years at UCSB (BA, biochemistry) and UCD (MS, organic chemistry).  His desire is to leave the world knowing that his two beautiful grandchildren will find hope, however imperfect, in the bottom of Pandora's box.  






