Developmental Education Committee

Minutes

October 25, 2005
Present: Joellen, Barbara, Jim, Nancy, Myra, Phil and Sandra
Approval of Minutes of September 27 and Approval of Agenda
Approved.

Updates and Announcements

· SPECC meeting of Sept.30/Oct.1  


Nancy, Myra, A’kilah and Josh attended a Carnegie Grant 2 day meeting of all 
community colleges participating in SPECC ( Strengthening Precollegiate 
Education in Community Colleges – that’s the name of the grant we have.) We 
learned how to use something called the Keeptool Kit which provides us with a 
template for creating webpages that have multimedia features, if desired. We are 
pretty excited by this as it may be an easy way to launch our website, one of the 
two major goals of the grant. We also got a “big idea” which we will discuss 
under “New ideas for Fall 2006” on the agenda.


They also reported that all participating colleges will be asked to join CALPASS,


which is a data reporting/tracking system that allows participating colleges to 
track students’ progress from high school through university levels, if the schools 
they attend are participating in CALPASS. It also allows individuals to query the 
database for information such as persistence and success rates.

Myra reported on the work Glendale CC is doing in assessing their math courses. 
All students take a common final exam, not proctored by their own instructor, and 
the exam is scored by a team of math instructors. An item analysis is then done, 
and detailed information is available to all on students’ performance on the final 
exam including performance by section, part time/full time, etc. 

· Teaching Communities

Joellen and Jim gave us an update on the Teaching Communities they are leading 
this semester in researching theories of teaching grammar ( English 90), and 
issues of conceptual learning ( Math 12). 

· Presentation to City College of San Francisco


Nancy made a presentation on October 21 at City College of SF along with Tom 
DeWitt of Chabot College. The topic was creating an integrated reading and 
writing program, something they are attempting to do in experimental ways at 
CCSF. The presentation went fine, but what Nancy really learned was that Chabot 
College has “evolved” from a focus on themes in their developmental courses to a 
focus on “ a problem”. Readings, mostly non-fiction, are the source of 
investigating a societal problem and generating discussion about possible 
solutions. Tom reported that this was more motivating and interesting to their 
students than themes without an explicit point to them. 

· Nancy passed on a request from the Academic Senate for a math representative to the statewide Academic Senate Basic Skills Committee.

· Myra forwarded the final draft of the DE institutional level SLOs to the Curriculum Committee.

Counseling Partnership

We spent so much time on the announcements, some of which clearly should have been full- fledged agenda items in retrospect, that we did not have much time to address the Counseling Partnership. This will be included on the next agenda.

Carnegie Grant and Teaching Communites

· New ideas for Fall 2006
· Evaluation of Teaching Communities/Link to Program Goal #4

These items were tabled to the next agenda. 
