Developmental Education Committee

Minutes

September 28, 2004

Present: Myra Snell, Richard Livingston, Phil Gottlieb, Sandra Mills, Karen Haskell, Jeannine Stein, Delores McNair, Jim Cohen, Barbara Austin, Nancy Ybarra

Approved Minutes of August 31, 2004

Announcements

Richard Livingston announced that he had recommended to President Garcia the following appointments for the next two years:

1. College-wide Developmental Education Coordinators: Myra Snell and Nancy Ybarra

2. Reading and Writing Center Director: Barbara Austin

(Although the job announcements were distributed college-wide, it should be noted that the above faculty were the only applicants for the positions.)

Nancy reported that she and Myra had sent letters to all the “component units” of developmental education asking for their response to the recommendations in the Developmental Education report last spring. They have all been invited to attend our October meeting to discuss their unit’s responses to the recommendations. 

Advisory Committee to Developmental Education

Myra asked if the DE Committee thought it was a good idea for us to form an Advisory Committee to DE that might include representatives from the high school, and perhaps other groups as well. Response was favorable. Barbara suggested including the Strategic Literacy Initiative folks. Richard reminded us that high school teachers are incredibly busy and one meeting a semester would be about right. Also, our meeting purpose should be clear. Nancy suggested starting out with comparing student learning outcomes for our developmental courses to their student learning outcomes, and somehow incorporating discussion about the Accuplacer and its role in placement. In addition, we should ask them what questions they would like to have answered and incorporate that into our research agenda. Karen suggested that we might want to contact Karen Del Purgatorio at Deer Valley High in the English department. 

RFP for Hewlett/Carnegie Foundation grant

We spent most of our meeting time discussing the RFP for the Hewlett/Carnegie Foundation grant. We all agreed that we should apply for this grant as it seems a natural extension of our Title III grant efforts in developmental education.

We want to make sure that we have institutional support in applying for this grant, especially an understanding of the need to collect institutional research as part of the process. We also agreed that the Joan Stark frame of the Planned Curriculum, The Taught Curriculum and the Learned Curriculum would be a good one to stress our primary goal of implementation through Teaching Communities. The need for professional development, especially inclusive of adjunct faculty, should be a focus. 

We also discussed the possibility of bringing in an external coach such as George Sabbagah to help us with the professional development angle.

Another focus might be exploring ways to strengthen and extend the Counseling Partnership in English 70 and 90. (For example, have instructors and counselors work more closely on writing a unit of instruction that incorporates goal setting and educational planning.)

The grant would also allow us to fund an administrative assistant.

