Developmental Education Committee

Minutes of March 28, 2006
Present: Barbara Austin, Phil Gottlieb, Richard Livingston, Joellen Hiltbrand, Jim Cohen, Sandra Mills, Nancy Ybarra, Myra Snell

Approval of Minutes of February 28 and Approval of Agenda
These were approved. 

Announcements

Site visit from Carnegie/Hewlett foundations for SPECC grant will occur on March 29th. The visiting team will meet with administrators, faculty and students. 

TLP Draft of Proposed Charges and Membership of DE Committee

The DE committee approved the draft statement from the TLP of the charges and membership of the DE committee ; this draft reflects the Teaching and Learning Project’s thoughts about the next steps in institutionalizing assessment efforts college-wide. We noted that this document describes much of what we are already doing as a committee, which is not surprising as the DE committee served as a prototype for conceptualizing the integration of assessment efforts into the work of existing campus committees ( with the exception of Library and Learning Support Services). 
Review of English and Math Recommendations in New Student Orientation Booklet

Counseling and matriculation are preparing a new student orientation booklet to use in their new and improved orientations. A draft of the pages for English and math recommendations was sent to department chairs. The English one is fine; however, the recommendations for math are more complex due to the number of options offered. A group of math faculty worked very hard last year to build multiple measures into the Accuplacer placement, asking the very questions that were duplicated in the draft for the orientation booklet. Math faculty on the DE Committee felt this could lead to confusion, and recommended a much simpler statement be forwarded to the matriculation committee for inclusion in the booklet. Nancy will ask Art to put this on the agenda for the next matriculation meeting where math faculty will be present to address it. She will also request that issues dealing with placement be sent to the DE Committee as well as department chairs for input. 

Counseling Partnership
Phil updated us on the number of presentations made in English 70 and Math 12 classes. 

In English 70, 9 presentations have been made and 1 more is planned, out of 15 total sections. Phil will let Joellen know which sections have not had a presentation scheduled.

In Math 12, presentations have been made in 6 out of 11 sections. Phil will let Jim know which sections have not had presentations.

Myra is working on a survey for faculty to use in evaluating the counseling partnership project, including asking faculty who do not participate why they do not participate. We will consider this at our next meeting, along with broader issues of program evaluation- what kinds of data should we collecting about the effectiveness of the counseling partnership, e.g. persistence to next level course.
We again briefly discussed expanding the project to English 90 and Math 25 as Academic Senate President Holtmann had suggested at our last meeting. Barbara thought we might be able to use HSI funding for this purpose, and suggested we invite Ruth Goodin to our next meeting to discuss this possibility. 

Phil suggested that we try scheduling the presentations ahead of time – at the end of the previous semester. Nancy thought this was a good idea as she thinks the presentations are most effective when they take place early in the semester when many students need the opportunity to ask questions of a counselor. 

Scholarship of Teaching: Fall 2006

We brainstormed some ideas about the Fall seminar on the Scholarship of Teaching. We agreed that it would be best if our facilitator, Randy Bass, would lead the participants through a process to decide on the overall research question. As the DE committee, we were interested in considering the outcome on effective learning, wondering why past educational efforts seemed to leave such a faint trace on our students’ learning. What went wrong and what can we do to make it right? We also agreed that student voice should be strong in whatever research we design. 
