Developmental Education Committee

Minutes

April 24, 2007

Present: Sandra, Richard, Rosa, Ruth, Dan, Gabriella, Carol, Myra, Nancy, Joellen, Karen and Michael N.

Guest: Michael Yeong

Absent: Newin, Phil and Barbara

Minutes of March 27th approved.

Agenda for today approved.

Announcements

· BSI Regional training will be on September 21 at DVC. 

· Dan will organize one more meeting this semester to discuss the research we may need to do over the summer for BSI.  This group includes Dan, Richard, Ruth, Rosa, Newin, Myra and Nancy.

Report from Subgroup on Diversity and Tutoring/TLC Vision ( Rosa, Newin, Joellen and Myra.)

Rosa reported that the above subgroup had met three times since our last meeting, and annotated the vision statement about tutoring and a TLC vision with an emphasis on centering the conversation and vision on issues of diversity. (The annotated vision statement was distributed to all committee members prior to the meeting.) 

Some key recommendations from the subgroup are:

1. We need a review of effective practices/models for tutoring students of color.

2. We need data about who is and is not using current tutoring services, including the Reading and Writing Center and the math lab.

3. We need to use disaggregated data in considering the effectiveness of services.

A wide ranging discussion followed. Comments included:

· Instructors need someone to contact for assistance and support.

· We need an evidence team to establish a research agenda.

· We need a glossary of terms and a way to audit what is happening in our classrooms, curriculum, etc.

· We should ask students what keeps them in the classroom, what kind of instructors they respond to. Connection is important, particularly to African-American students.

· Cohorts of students working together foster connection

· The State Academic Senate is also looking at equity initiatives. USC is working with the State Chancellor’s office to look at BSI

· This is a college-wide issue and is part of our Master Plan, college goals and HSI grant
· There is much overlap between issues of basic skills and equity
· Perhaps tutoring should be more in the purview of the Library and Learning Support Committee which includes the Reading and Writing Center and the math lab.

· We need to do something before ’08 – ’09 

· Let’s try some smaller scale, do-able interventions, eg. Peer mentorship pilot

· Let’s do some research over the summer

Report on Stage I Tutoring Requests for 07-08  ( Sandra and Karen)

Sandra and Karen reported that the tutoring committee reviewed Stage I tutoring requests at their last meeting, and distributed copies from math, English, music, business, and biology. 

Their observations:

There are questions about training- are peer tutors really receiving the training they need? Since the model was decentralized, no one is even keeping track of who goes to the tutor training sessions offered pre-semester.

Several departments simply checked “on file” for their goals. No one knows where the file is, or what the goals really are, except for the math department. 

Expectations are unclear for tutors. Should they know how to fix equipment or how to run software applications?

Everyone agreed that we can and should, minimally, get our act together on tracking student attendance at tutor training, and revise forms to eliminate the “on-file” option.

Next Steps

We need to send forward to the SGC a summary of what we did this year in investigating tutoring and our recommendations. 
