Developmental Education Minutes

August 28, 2007

Present: Richard, JoAnn, Gil, Catherine, Myra, Sandra, Rosa, Ruth, Newin, Gail, Michael, Phil, Marco, Joellen, Carol, Gabriella, Dan

Minutes of April 24th approved.

Today’s agenda approved, with reversal of summary of 06-07 work on tutoring and Summer 07 Work Update.

Summary of 06-07 Work on Tutoring

Nancy distributed a summary she had written of the committee’s work on tutoring in the 2006-2007 academic year. The summary statement was approved by the committee.

Update on Work Done Over Summer 2007

Rosa and Ruth reported that HSI had hired Catherine Cook as a tutor lead for the grant. Catherine is an adjunct faculty member in our English department, has ten  years of teaching experience at the high school level, is enrolled in an Ed.D. program at St. Mary’s College, and has extensive training and experience in AVID – a highly successful program in the high schools to transition students into 4 year colleges. Tutoring is an integral part of the AVID program and training.

Catherine read all of the materials that we produced about the history of tutoring at LMC, including Karen Nakaji’s report on interviews she conducted with LMC faculty and staff about tutoring and their students’ needs. She then did her own review of the literature on tutoring, particularly with regard to the needs of students of color, and that report will be available to committee members before our next meeting. 

With her colleague, Karl Debrow, Catherine conducted a pre-semester 2 day tutor training session that was attended by 26 tutors! There will be monthly meetings of this group of tutors; the next is scheduled for the end of September. She also plans to talk with more departments about their tutoring needs, conduct focus groups with students, and study the use of tutoring resources. 

A general discussion then ensued about the need to look at both a short term solution to current problems with our tutoring system, and a longer term solution to meeting the needs of all students for learning assistance. Both solutions, short and long term, need to consider the equity perspective. 

Recommendation to SGC

Following much discussion and clarification we voted unanimously to approve the following recommendation to SGC:

The HSI team will take the lead in developing and implementing pilots that explore options for improving and building upon tutoring services at LMC.

Basic Skills Initiative Update

Ruth and Nancy reported on the first BSI workshop which was held during August flex on “ Developmental education is a clearly stated institutional priority.” The workshop was well attended and a summary of the session will go out to all participants and will be available for our next DE meeting. 

The next workshop is scheduled for Sept. 17. 

We have an LMC team that will attend the regional training at DVC on Sept. 21

Our Focus for 07-08

The DE Committee will focus on the Basic Skills Initiative in 07-08, and the feedback we are getting from the campus community on the effective practices we selected to align with our assessment of goal #2 on the integration of instruction and student support services. 

