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topic seven – the sovereign public?:
elections and electoral systems
Shively, Chapter 10 – Elections
Overview: 

This chapter introduces us to the functions served by elections in all types of regimes. The difficulty of conducting elections in new democracies is also explored. Types of electoral systems are presented.  Proportional representation (PR) and single-member district plurality (SMDP) systems are compared with regard to their direct and indirect effects. The chapter then briefly discusses referenda, factors influencing participation, the "paradox of voting," and the factors that affect the choices voters make at the polls.  

Outline: 

I. Why elections are “in vogue” even in non-democratic states

A. Elections as a way to appear democratic even if not

B. Allowing mass of people to have some direct say in the choice of leaders and policies
C. Allow state to mobilize its people and build up their support for the state
II. Elections as a means of building support

III. Elections as a means of selecting leaders and policies

A. 
Box: Difficulties of elections in new democracies (2002 Election in Papua New Guinea)

IV. Electoral systems

A. Single Member District Plurality (SMDP) vs. Proportional Representation (PR) systems

B. Two conditions for the SMDP bias

V. Referendums 

A. When, where used

B. Why they aren’t used more often

VI. Electoral Participation

A. Level of participation, by geography
B. Effects of choice and information on turnout
C. Box: Best Levels of Participation
VII. The “paradox of voting”

VIII. Bases of individuals’ electoral choices

A. Short-term factors
B. Long-term factors

C. Party identification

D. Social factors
IX. Examples

A. Proportional Representation Elections in Israel

B. Elections in Nigeria
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