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      Mr. Zimny

topic two – The framework of government:
modern states and beyond
Shively, Chapter 3 – The Modern State
Overview: 

This chapter introduces us to the concept of the “state.” It starts by asking why the state has come to be so central in politics. Some historical background is provided tracing the development of the modern state.  Sovereignty is a key concept.  Next, the chapter looks at the relationship between the “state” and the “nation” and provides examples of the problems that arise between the two. State-building is discussed. The chapter ends with an overview of some of the ways the state is being challenged “from above” and “from below.” Some possible alternatives to the state are presented. The development of what is now the Europe Union (E.U.) is a key example.
Outline: 

I. Why do we focus on the state?

II. The development of the modern state
A. Role of royalty

B. Role of Napoleon
III. The origin of the state

C. The modern state developed along with the coming of industry and of complicated commercial arrangements

D. Box: Marxist theory of the state

IV. The state as a device to provide public goods

V. “State,” “nation,” “nation-state,” and nationalism
VI. State-building

VII. Government and the state

A. “Government” defined

B. Theory of the “autonomous state”

C. “State” vs. “society”

D. Civil society

VIII. Are states losing their ability to make policy
A. Challenges from above the state

1. economic policy

2. militant Islam

B. From below 

1. ethnic and separatist movements

IX. Some possible alternatives 

A. Regional integration

B. The U.N.

C. Communications and World Culture

D. An emerging international law

X. Examples:

A. State Building in Nigeria

B. State Building in the European Union
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