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topic Twelve – challenge to politics:
the new california
Schrag, Introduction
Overview: 

In the introduction Peter Schrag, an experienced journalist and student of California politics, sketches the most important themes of his book.  He concentrates on the political and social changes the state has gone through in the last twenty-five years, the importance of these changes for both our state and the nation, and the chances that California and the U.S. can meet these challenges effectively.  He sees California politics as the setting to test solutions to these problems before the rest of the nation tackles them.  California is, in his words, the state where “America’s high-stakes experiment” in politics and government will be carried out.  He outlines a pessimistic argument: our state and nation will not be strong and unified enough to meet these problems unless we make some major political changes.

Outline: 

I. Changes in California

A. California as model and antimodel

B. Moderate until 1992

C. Democratic after 1998

D. Schwarzenegger elected 1999

II. Immigration raises questions about the future

A. Majority-minority state
B. Assimilation major issue

III. Direct democracy at heart of state government

A. Hybrid democracy

B. Communitarian ethic replaced by market ethic

IV. Was the Schwarzenegger recall a sign of change?

A. Re-energize public?

B. Solve deficit?

V. California the nation’s great political and social laboratory

A. Effect of Latino and Asian immigration

B. Globalization of economy and culture

C. Reliance on direct democracy

VI. Instability of financial and government systems

A. Antitax orthodoxy

B. Unenlightened self-interest of voters?

C. Power of Latinos

1. White Anglo voters dominate politics

2. Resistance to assimilation?

VII. Gap between 21st Century economy and 19th Century government

A. Tension between haves and have-nots

B. “Mississippification”

C. Weakness of local government

D. Shrinking sense of community

E. “Hyperdemocracy” of local government

F. Inability to fund required public services?

G. Need for more immigrants to support “dependent population”
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Schrag, Chapter 1 – The New California
Overview: 

In this chapter the author describes in more detail the changes that have strained our state’s political system in the last twenty years.  We have become a minority-majority state, in which white Anglos are no longer the majority.  We find ourselves divided by language, culture, wealth and politics at a time when we need, more than ever before, to create unity and harmony among all our races, ethnic groups, social classes and economic interest groups.  Schrag argues that our deep-seated ambivalent feelings about immigration have kept the federal and state governments from responding to these challenges.
Outline: 

I. California becomes a minority-majority state
A. Political backlash in response to ethnic changes

II. Asian immigrants in Silicon Valley and Central Valley

A. Gil Cedillo’s California District in Los Angeles

B. Sponsors bills to give aliens drivers’ licenses

III. Agricultural workers’ immigration hurts economy of Central Valley

A. Immigration shrinks membership of United Farm Workers (UFW)
B. Valley dominated by Dust Bowl culture

C. Industrialized agriculture keeps Valley poor

IV. California has largest number of U.S. immigrants

A. Attempts to control illegal immigration hit stalemate in Washington

V. California’s new division: “Red State” inland, “Blue State” on coasts

VI. Acts more like nation than one of the 50 states

A. Social and economic extremes match extremes of terrain and climate

1. Fourth largest state gap between rich and poor

2. Middle class being “hollowed out”

3. San Joaquin Valley is California’s “Appalachia”

VII. California now part of a globalized economy

A. Los Angeles and Long Beach busiest container ports in the world

B. NAFTA creates “maquiladora” plants in Mexico

C. Connections between Silicon Valley and Asia

VIII. Cross-border connections create “transnationalism”
A. Remittances major source of Latin American income

B. Village networks provide illegal immigrant labor

C. Hometown associations (HTAs) support southern businesses

D. Immigration draws most creative workers north, hurts economic development

E. Mexican government lobbies for workers in U.S.

IX. Do immigrants harm or help the state economy?

A. Most growth in U.S. and California labor forces since 2000 comes from immigration

B. Wage inequality increased by globalization and immigration

C. Outsourcing and immigrant labor often two sides of same coin

D. Illegal immigrants place burden on schools, emergency rooms, law enforcement

1. State taxpayers subsidize low prices of immigrant-produced goods

2. Immigrants subsidize Social Security system

E. Latinos creating new, stronger labor union movement

F. Pensions and living standards of Anglo retirees will depend on immigrant productivity

X. Are new immigrants assimilating to U.S. culture?

A. New Latino immigrants might live in their own communities, ignore mainstream culture

B. Greater conflict over community power between Latinos and African Americans

C. Previous fears of immigrants created “eugenics movement”

D. Immigrants are in fact assimilating
1. American identification increases by third generation in U.S.

2. Latinos are not monolithic group

3. Latinos show same political attitudes as other groups

4. Spanish language media encourage involvement in community issues
(next page)

XI. Immigration Reform and Control Act of 1986 (IRCA) did not control flow of illegal aliens

A. Traded amnesty for sanctions against employers hiring illegal immigrants

B. Black market provided fake documents

C. Political pressure from employers weakened enforcement

D. Legalized farmworkers looked for better jobs; replaced by illegals

XII. Integration of Mexico and U.S. is inevitable
A. Some immigrants take up the “culture of complaint”

B. Churches preserve traditional identities and support assimilation

C. American culture has been enriched by foreign influence

D. Assimilation is the result of the choices of new groups

1. Staying separate from American culture limits the chances for economic mobility

2. Low rates of education among Latinos cause controversy

3. Tougher immigration rules keep more illegal immigrants in U.S.

XIII. U.S. policy on immigration guarantees failure

A. Business interests want supply of cheap labor

B. Nation has globalized trade policy but cracked down on labor flows
C. North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) did not go far enough

1. It did not create a real “North American Community”

i. No single drug control

ii. No single immigration policy

iii. No development fund to keep workers from immigrating

iv. No common currency

XIV. Bad U.S. and California policy based on ambivalence about immigrants

A. U.S. government forbids drivers’ licenses for undocumented residents

B. California treats illegal immigrant students as legal residents
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