 Minutes of the Los Medanos College

Associated Students

      Senate Meeting
Date:



Friday, October 10, 2008

Time:



1:00 – 4:00 p.m.

Place:



Los Medanos College – Rm. 409





2700 East Leland Road





Pittsburg, CA 94565-5107

Chair:



Tai Colbert (1:00-2:00 pm) 





De’shawn Woolridge (2:00-4:08 p.m.)
1. Call to Order:

Meeting called to order at 1:05 pm.
· Roll Call:


Present


Late


Absent
Advisor Dave Belman 



Senator Omar Lewis*

President Tai Colbert



Senator Angela Shoga*
Senator Christina Cannon* 




 
Senator Valerie Fee*


Senator Elaine Davis*
Senator Heather McClenathan*
Senator Heidi Meldrum*
Senator Jennifer Okafar *






Senator De’Shawn Woolridge*
Quorum:


Those present constitute a quorum.

*Voting Board Members

2. Adopt Agenda for Friday, October 10, 2008:  Tai Colbert
Call for a motion to approve the agenda for Friday, October 03, 2008.
Motion:



Jennifer Okafar 
Second:



Heather McClenathan
Vote:



6-0-0

Vote passed by majority.
Call for a motion to approve the minutes for Friday, September 19, 2008.
Note:  Minutes were tables until end of the meeting. 

Motion:



Christina Cannon 
Second:



Elaine Davis 
Vote:



6-0-0

Vote passed by majority.

3. Public Comment:  All

4. Advisor Report:  Dave Belman
· Dave passed out announcements on Parent Workshops put on by HSI Office. The workshop was on supporting students, parents, and how to help them succeed. An opportunity to explore Financial Aid and resources such as well as adjusting to being a student, letting go of their children during that time. Wednesday evening sessions and half day Saturdays (6-8) and (9-1) respectively. 
· Bunditt (Student Trustee—DVC President) is interested in creating a student government retreat purposed on Nov 8th. 
· District-Wide Committes were discussed and Heidi expressed interest in serving on two committees: Curriculum Committee from 2-3 and SGC (Shared Governanced Council) from 2-4. Christina also expressed interest on being on SGC. Dave positioned to allow Heidi to take on these two roles. 

· Regarding the Student Trustee Elections, Dave informed the board that he is currently work with the STAC Council to come up with the Student Trustee Elections. A planned date is around late April (20-24th) for District Wide Student Trustee Vote. 

· Dave advised the board to hold Student Government Elections around the same time to help out with the number of Student turn out. 

5. Advisor Evaluation: Dave Belman
· Dave requested to table the Advisor Evaluations because he wanted De’shawn, Valerie, and Omar to do the Advisor Evaluations also. 
· Tai said as a follow up that Omar would not be coming. 
· Dave decided to briefly explain the Advisor Evaluations. He told the board that he gets evaluated every year and part of his evaluations involves the Student Government—LMCAS. He also expressed that the evaluations are by us, and wanted us to be honest as to his work involving LMCAS. 
6. Textbook Resolution: Tai Colbert
· Tai handed out two papers from Bunditt (Student Trustee) 
· Tai felt that we already have a Textbook Committee, recommending that this be dismissed and go to Student TBC representative. 
· Dave replied that we have to vote on this resolution. Approve or modify the resolution. 
· Heather though that there was some good ideas with the proposed resolution.

· Valerie reiterated the statement on the farms. 

· Dave clarified that the student spend a lot of money on textbooks and there are projects to use textbooks online and is a goal of the District Governance Board to limit number of burdens. WE want the Governing Board to urge Academic Senate to consider these options. 

· Christina expressed curiosity if our Academic Senate has seen this. 

· Valerie asks if this is a procedural thing?

· Tai replied to Valerie’s question by saying that it is LMCAS’s stance on an issue.  

Call for a motion to approve the Textbook Resolution
Motion:



Valerie Fee 

Note: Valerie requested to investigate information on the T.B.C
Second:



N/A


Note: Heather McClenathan accepted the responsibility. 
7. Student Government Involvement Resolution: Tai Colbert 
· Tai said that it was voted on by Student Assembly because of the credit type given for doing this. 
· Christina said some people can’t vote so they can’t get credit. “Good initials to get people involved.”
· Valerie agreed that it is a civic duty and shouldn’t be given credit for something that is supposed to be your duty to participate in. 
· Heather mentioned that certain religious groups may not be eligible for credit because they don’t vote.
· Dave gave his opinion on the matter—speaking as a faculty member. He is opposed to given extra credit for voting, except when it is in relation. If it is a Political Science class, then it is directly related to the coursework. If it is a math, biology class, it isn’t connected to the course at all. Do you get extra credit for one or all classes? When they vote, are they voting without knowledge?
· Jennifer reinterated that it extra credit for voting doesn’t relates to all classes.
· Christina took a different view point than Senator Okafar because her belief is that it is important and does relate because voting is important. 
· Tai expressed the issue by saying that if Christina wanted to make changes to the proposal, she should redraft it, and propose it to LMCAS. Christina accepted the task.
· Dave suggested that the meeting be moved to M. Menizadis portal. 
8. Pumpkin Carving Contest Proposal: Tai Colbert
· Tai talked about the event being last year.
· Valerie suggested an idea of a gift being gas cards instead of gift cards. 
· Tai replied to the idea as expressing that not every one drives.
· Suggestion was given for an Ipod nano as a prize. 
· Christina’s idea was that an ipod nano was too much for just carving a pumpkin. 
· Dave suggested that maybe the board should allocate a set amount of money for the prize and put it to the discretion of the person in charge to get the prizes using the set amount of funds. 
· Tai said the engravement should be traditional. 
· Consensus was reached as to the procedures of prizes and what should be done. 
Call for a motion to approve the proposal for the pumpkin carving contest.
Motion: 

Jennifer Okafar

Second: 

Christina Cannon

Vote passed: 
7-0-0

Voted approved by majority

9. Vendor Resolution: Valerie Fee and Elaine Davis
· Valerie said that they do not have an existing format as to guide them with proceeding with the Vendor Resolution.  
· Tai told them that there is something and she would get it to them. 
· Vendor Resolution it was tabled to the next meeting. 
· Program Faire will be put in the agenda again for next meeting to recheck on the volunteer status of people who signed up during the meeting. 
Call for a motion to approve the Program Faire Budget.
Motion: 

N/A
Note:  Vendor Resolution was tabled to Holloween Meeting

Voted tabled by majority

10. Rock the Vote Event Presentation:  Valerie Fee
· Valerie was put in touch with Michael, Faculty Union Director. She expressed that she has been trying to get in touch with him and him with her. But never able to reach each other. 
· She also expressed that if able to get in touch with him, we would work along with them on their event on Oct 28th, if not, would proceed with plan to go forth on Nov 3rd. 

· Tai expressed a point that our next meeting isn’t until Oct 31st (Holloween). The point that Tai was bringing up is that LMCAs can’t vote to approve anything on that day because we don’t have another meeting date before the faculty event date set.

· Tai said that the board could call an emergency meeting to approve the issue.

· Christina move to schedule a special meeting for the Rock the Vote presentation. Date and Time of this will be announced, so all can be present.  

11. Active Student Portal:  M. Mendizadeh

· Mendizadeh presented the Active Student Portal to LMCAS. 

· She asked LMCAS, if they knew what a portal was? After answers to the questions, she explained what a portal was (with an additional explanation provided by Wikipedia) 
· She showed its composition and gave feedback as it operation when it will be released April 09.

· She also told LMCAS about the company created Web Advisor was upgrading to the now Active Student Portal. 

· She showed slides of the program, answering questions about the slides being presented, making it group interaction. 
· She told LMCAS that this would not replace Blackboard as Blackboard was a seperate program from this, saying that this would be easier because it is linked to many different programs saving on remembering passwords for every program. 
· Heidi added a military experience to tell her experience using portals. 
· Mendizadeh followed up by telling everyone about the planning and implementing meeting—consisting of forty people that would meet at the District office. This was a neutral location between all three colleges (DVC, CCC, LMC). 
12. Leadership Conferences:  Dave Belman

· Dave handed the CSAW conference forms—agenda as to what should be happening, a list of conferences that people could make a decision if they were interested in. 

—Consensus for break—







—Resumed at 2:42—

· CSAW participants will meet Friday 10:15 am for San Diego, tickets have been bought and room have been booked. 
· Dave to the board that the participants will return Sunday in the morning/early afternoon, and that food was going to be provided. 

· Dave turned the topic to the SSCCC conference.

· People going to this conference will be leaving at 8:30 am on the 24th from LMC and will be returning at 6:30 pm. 

· Dave expressed an interest in having a rep for the General Assembly to vote on Voting Rep. 

· People going to both conferences:

· Should bring their LMCAS t-shirts

· Dave would provide them a copy of their code of conduct and their liability form as a reminder that they representing LMCAS, and LMC when they are there.
· De’shawn asked if we should bring money for personal use, since they are providing food and e.t.c... Dave clarified that people should bring money for personal use. 

· Dave clarified the difference between the two conferences... CSAW has a dance, and social events. SSCCC has business meetings. Expected to be at conference site the entire time.

· People going to this conference will be leaving at 8:30 am on the 24th from LMC and will be returning at 6:30 pm. 

13. Program Faire:  Elaine Davis

· Elaine said that the Program Faire as a reminder would be Thursday, the 16th from 10 am – 2 pm. Outside the new quad.

· Tai suggested that Elaine place confirmation with people in their mail boxes. Elaine replied that she would send email confirmation and place them in their mailbox. 

· As a side report, Elaine informed LMCAS that her daughter was in a car wreck. 

· Dave asked if there was anything that we could do to help.

· Elaine replied by saying that the event was planned before the crash happened that every thing should go as planned. 

14. Table Scheduling—Canopies:  Elaine Davis

· Elaine suggested in investing in canopies, and passed out printouts of the various canopies. 

· The original idea was to rent to clubs for use, but was re-suggested by Dave as making available to clubs, and being rented by the Departments. 

· Tai expressed concern about where they would be placed and who would be in charge of taking care of them. 

· Unanimous consensus for support on Canopy Idea. 
15. Voter Registration Drive:  De’Shawn Woolridge

· De’shawn asked everyone if they did voter registration for at least 30 minutes. Overall good numbers of senators did it.

· Valerie was inquiring about the man who was sitting in the front of Student Life with the voter registration forms. She wanted to know about his schedule and who does he represent. 

· Dave answered Valerie’s question saying that he was with the Secretary of State. 

· Dave asked Valerie how many voter registration have been collected.  Valerie replied with 71 people have been registered from LMCAS to vote. 
· Dave specified the use of the tables in front of LMCAS. He said that if you are an profit organization from the community, then there is a $50 fee. If you are from a non-profit organization, then there is no charge. If you are a student or a group on campus, then there is no charge. If you a outside organization is part of a student event sponsored by a on campus organization, then there is no charge because they are not sponsoring the event.

· De’shawn said that he will send another email to the senator in order to let them know where they will be doing the Voter Registration Drive. 

16. Music Department:  De’Shawn Woolridge

· De’shawn told the senators that his computer went down deleting the letter, and that he would have another copy to them ASAP, so they could look at it and have it for the emergency meeting being called.

· Tai said that there isn’t any rush. De’shawn replied that he wants to get to all the senators ASAP because it was supposed to be here today. 

17. Internal Committees:  De’Shawn Woolridge

· De’shawn asked Valerie, if she was still interested in being the Chair for the Political Committee.

Call for a motion to nominate Senator Fee to chair the Political Committee
Motion: 

Christina Cannon 

Second: 

Tai Colbert 

Vote passed: 
6-0-0






Voted approved by majority

· Dave congratulated Valerie on becoming Chair of the Political Committee 
· Dave also explained that to the Chair people of Internal Committees that your committee reports should be apart of your Senator Report. 
· Christina also expressed interest in being a chair—chairing the Spirit Committee. 

· Tai expressed a point by asking a question—There is no chair for the Spirit Committee. Would the events coming now move under her? 
· Dave answered the question by saying that people could do events, she would be in charge of focusing the planning of the spirit committee and plan the schedule as to what could fit in the schedule of the Spirit Committee. 

· De’shawn asked the board, if there was any nominations on the floor for the nomination of Senator Cannon as Chair for the Spirit Committee. 

Call for a motion to nominate Senator Cannon to chair the Spirit Committee
Motion: 

Valerie Fee  

      Second: 

Heather McClenathan

Vote passed: 
4-0-2






Voted approved by majority
· Dave said that the goal of the Spirit Committee is to have activities going on in the school. 

· Dave expressed an opinion that everyone should talk about the pumpkin event.

· Tai suggested that Christina should work with Heather and Heidi for the event.  

· Dave told the board that he would put on the website about the internal committees, so individuals would be know the information about the committees—as who is the contact person for the committees. 

· De’shawn asked Dave if the information on the Website was changeable by LMCAS. Dave replied that anyone could make changes to it. 

· Tai asks if there will be Co-Chairs. 

· De’shawn answered that it would be to the discretion of the Board and the chair if they feels as if there needs to be a co-chair for the committee. Dave added that each of the committees should be chaired by a board member. The board member could be a co-chair.

· Tai nominated Heather to be the chair of the Sustainability committee. 
· Heather accepted the nomination of chair of the Sustainablity.

Call for a motion to nominate Senator McClenathan to chair the Sustainability Committee
Motion: 

Tai Colbert

      Second: 

Christina Cannon

Vote passed: 
6-0-0






Voted approved by majority

18. Officer Reports/Senator Reports: LMCAS

President: Tai Colbert

· Tai needed 2 board members to work on: 
· Block Scheduling

· Resource Allocation Processes 

· De’shawn and Heather expressed interest to be on the block scheduling group. Tai told the group that the names will be sent to Michael Norris and Bruce. 

· For the Resource Allocation Processes, Tai wanted to get more information, so she could best explain it to the Senators.  Tai believed that Heidi might be best in this committee, and Christina showed interest to be in this group. 

· There is going to be Student Retreat on November 8th. Tai wanted to know who would be intereted in going to the retreat. She expressed a notion that all people should go because it would be a beneficial experience. Dave encouraged everyone to go. 

· As to the accredation: Elaine, Christina, Valerie, and Heather are interested in going for the meeting at 10:00 with the Accreditation committee. 

VP President: Vacant

· No report.

VP of Finance:  Vacant
· No report.

Senator Reports:  LMCAS
· Christina passed around a time sheet for the club day for people to additionally sign-up.  Dave asked who was free for Oct 14th from 10-2 for the club day. 
· Christina did a survey of question for an English assignment. Every one was asked to work on it and put any additional work into Christina’s mailbox in the Student Life Office. Christina also told LMCAS people that she was taking the questions to ICC.  She wants to set up a table on Clubs Day and give out the survey of questions. 

· Dave asked what the purpose of the survey was and how would she use the feedback for the benefit of the students. Based on the answer, Dave expressed the concern that the questions does not relate to being a Student Senator, covers none of the work a Student Senator. 
· Christina says that it is an informal assignment.

· Dave gave suggestions for questions that could be asked on the survey for student government purposes. 

· Tai does not think that the Survey should be done on Club Day unless if it is not on the LMCAS table. Elaine concurred with Tai about it not being related to the LMCAS.

· Christina responded by saying that she taking the feedback of the survey back to her professor.
· Elaine asked Christina who she was representing in the survey. 

· Tai suggested that Christina should make a separate table with the survey of questions rather than have it on the LMCAS table. Tai expressed an feeling that LMCAS should not be involved in something that wouldn’t represent the Association. 

· Dave suggested that 2 or 3 people should draft a survey that is related to LMCAS. Heather and Valerie expressed interest in taking on the task of doing the survey. 
· Valerie passed out forms for peoples interest in working during the general election day.

· Tai and Heather expressed interest in ushering for the Nobel Peace Laurette on October 22, 2008. 7-9 pm. 
19. Future Agenda Items:  Tai Colbert
· Vendor Resolution
· Textbook Resolution
· Rock the Vote Information
· Information on Music Department 
· Five Minutes for Announcements before Adjournment. 
20. Adjournment:  De’shawn Woolridge 
· Meeting adjourned at 4:08 p.m.
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