 Minutes of the Los Medanos College

Associated Students

      Senate Meeting
Date:



Friday, September 19, 2008

Time:



2:00 – 4:00 p.m.

Place:



Los Medanos College – Rm. 409





2700 East Leland Road





Pittsburg, CA 94565-5107

Chair:



De’Shawn Woolridge
1. Call to Order:

Meeting called to order at 2:17 p.m.
NOTE:  The LMCAS completed the interviewing process for applicants Heather McClenathan and Heidi Meldrum.
· Roll Call:


Present


Late


Absent
Dave Belman

Jennifer Okafor*
Omar Lewis* (Excused)
Christina Cannon* 




Tai Colbert* (Excused)                                                 
Valerie Fee*


Elaine Davis*
Erin Johnson

Heather McClenathan

Heidi Meldrum

LaQuin Miller




 

Keith Parsons

Angela Shoga*







De’Shawn Woolridge*
Quorum:


Those present constitute a quorum.

*Voting Board Members

2. Adopt Agenda for Friday, September 19, 2008: De’Shawn Woolridge
Call for a motion to approve the agenda for Friday, September 19, 2008.
Motion:



Angela Shoga
Second:



Elaine Davis
Vote:



4-0-0

Vote passed by majority.
Call for a motion to approve the minutes for Friday, September 12, 2008.
Motion:



Angela Shoga

Second:



Elaine Davis
Vote:



4-0-0

Vote passed by majority.

3. Public Comment:  All

· LaQuin Miller inquired about the possibility of a parking pass reduction.  Currently the parking pass remains $35.00 throughout each semester.  Dave Belman said that Tai Colbert can address this question at the next SGC meeting.
4. Senator Appointments:  Angela Shoga
· Angela asked if those who were present had any comments on the recommendations for Heather McClenathan and Heidi Meldrum.  Valerie Fee said that she was in agreement with the recommendations of the current applicants.

Call for a motion to approve applicants Heather McClenathan and Heidi Meldrum .
Motion:



Angela Shoga

Second:



Elaine Davis

Vote:



4-0-0

Vote passed by majority.

· Angela congratulated both newly appointed Senators Heather McClenathan and Heidi Meldrum.
· Dave Belman stated going forward that each new Senator was eligible to vote.

NOTE:  Quorum is now 5 members plus chair.

5. Advisor Report: Dave Belman
· Tai Colbert is out today due to personal reasons. She will hopefully be back next week.

· Dave Belman will be out of town on from October 22nd – 25th, 2008.

· Dave informed the Board that he cannot order emails since he is not a manager.  The emails will be taken care of and he asked that all be patient while that is dealt with.

· Conference registrations are being completed.

· Eleven students will be going to the CCCSAA Student Leadership Conference held in San Diego on Oct. 17 -19.  The will be compiled of LMCAS Senators and Ambassadors.
· Those going to the SSCCC General Assembly in San Jose from Oct. 24 – 26 will be carpooling.

· As a reminder Dave said the Leadership Conference will be held on Oct. 4th from 9 – 4 p.m.  Lunch will be provided.

· Dave asked that all review the Accreditation information.

· Should get accreditation with no problem.  

· There will be feedback.

· Emphasis will be on ethics and grade changing processes. 

· Dave with schedule part II of the interviewing process with both Heather McClenathan and Heidi Meldrum.

· The roster will need to be updated.

· Dave asked that no personal information be shared.

· Reminder to the Senators to list their 2 office hours.

NOTE:  Valerie Fee noticed that the meeting date/times for TAG were on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday s not 2nd and 4th.

6. Music Department Proposal:  Sylvester Henderson
· Keith Parsons, the LMC Music Lab Coordinator, introduced himself to the Board on behalf of Sylvester Henderson who was unable to present the two proposals to the Board due to a prior department comment.

· Keith stated that the reason the LMC Music Department has come before the Board to request funding in the amount of $2500 (1st proposal) was to help augment monies currently in their budget set to support the Choral Adventure Concert to be held on October 21st.   

· He said although there were funds in the LMC Music Departments’ budget; due to the budget cuts the LMC Music Department was currently experiencing they would either be able to support this semester’s concert schedule and be left with no funding next semester or seek funding this semester to help offset the cost of the upcoming concerts and have money for next semester at which time they will look to secure funding through various means.

· Keith said historically Peter Garcia, Los Medanos College’s President, supports the Spring semester events with $5K.

· Keith said that the choirs are gospel and choral based.

· Keith went on to state that the CC Gospel Choir has been touted as the finest in the area.

· Keith said that the concerts are considered to be the best in the community.
· Keith opened the floor for questions.
· Christina Cannon asked whether any fundraising attempts had been made.
· She asked why there was no club.

· The question was posed why the dept. came to the Board to solicit funds.

· Keith said there had been no real fundraising to his knowledge; keeping in mind that he’s only been with the Music Dept. since earlier this year and he had limited historical information.

· Keith also said that there had not been a club for the past 3 years.

· Valerie Fee had concerns about the choirs singing gospel.  
· It was stated by Dave that that was just a genre of music not representative of the whole department’s repertoire.

· Christina stated that she felt stipulations should be put on the 1st proposal since that one was coming up soon and the 2nd proposal for $3K should be scrapped.   
· The stipulations should be as following:

· Mr. Henderson should come back and re-present the October 21st proposal.

· There should evidence of fundraising attempts.

· Said funds would then be matched by the Board with a cap.

· There should be an established club for the Music Dept. 

· Heidi Meldrum stated that she agreed with Christina since there were no apparent attempts to fundraise were made.

· Heidi questioned why the students had not attempted to raise money and why was there no club.
· Dave suggested to Keith that the LMC Music Dept. could connect with Mr. Willis from the Foundation to see if funds could be obtained from them.

· Dave said it could be a part of a long term plan to parlay into grants for instance.

· Christina reiterated that there would be no money distributed without the establishment of a club.

· She said the budget should be checked first to see if it could accommodate the proposal request.

· They should get some type of sponsorship.

· And lastly that Mr. Henderson should be here at the next meeting to present the proposal himself so that he could answer questions the Board had.
· Dave said that they Board should think about the value in having these programs available to impact the community and schools.

· They should think about helping to fund the event.

· Christina stated that the Board should table the $2500 proposal pending Mr. Henderson attend the next meeting and that he show evidence of an established club and some sort of fundraising attempt.
Call for a motion to approve tabling the $2500 proposal pending Mr. Henderson’s presence at the next LMCAS meeting in conjunction with evidence of an established club and some sort of fundraising attempt.
Motion:



Christina Cannon

Second:



Valerie Fee
Vote:



6-0-0

Vote passed by majority.

· Heidi Meldrum proposed that the Board deny the December 6th $3K proposal from the LMC Music Dept. and that it be resubmitted at a later time.

Call for a motion to deny the 2nd proposal from the LMC Music Dept. in the amount of $3K to be resubmitted at a later time.
Motion:



Heidi Meldrum
Second:



Elaine Davis
Vote:



6-0-0

Vote passed by majority.

NOTE:  Jennifer Okafor arrived.

· Keith Parsons thanked the Board for their time.

7. Removal of VP of Finance: Dave Belman
· Dave said that Tai Colbert spoke to Omar Lewis and himself.  
· Dave said he tried to summarize last week’s meeting.
· Omar will be back on Monday after the removal of his cast.
· Dave asked the Board to consider if they wanted to remove Omar totally or demote to a Senator.  
· Per Dave, either decision would be acceptable by Omar.
· Heidi stated that it appeared as if Omar was very busy and he was not advocating for himself.
· She stated that his duties be moved to someone else and demote him.
· Christina recommended that Omar be demoted.

· Valerie agreed also.

· Angela said that he should be given a chance especially since he had been there longer than anyone presently on the Board.

· She said that he is going through some personal issues that they all are aware of and that he should be given time to resolve it without being removed from office.

· Dave said to the Board that they can remove Omar from office with 2/3 of the vote which was six votes.

· To reappoint him would take a majority vote.
· Christina said that Omar should be removed from the VP of Finance position.
Call for a motion to remove Omar Lewis as VP of Finance.
Motion:



Christina Cannon

Second:



Valerie Fee

Vote:



7-0-0

Vote passed by majority.
Call for a motion to reappoint Omar Lewis as a Senator.
Motion:



Elaine Davis

Second:



Angela Shoga

Vote:



7-0-0

Vote passed by majority.
8. Vice President of Finance Interest: De’Shawn Woolridge
· De’Shawn asked who would be interested in the VP of Finance position so that it could be placed on the next agenda as an action item.
· Heidi expressed an interest in both VP of Finance and LMCAS VP positions.
· When De’Shawn asked for clarification, Heidi stated she was interested in doing the finance duties as well as serving as the VP of LMCAS. 
· On October 3rd nominations for both positions will be on the October 10th agenda.
· Dave said this will give time to give presentations.
9. Rock the Vote/Register to Vote:  LMCAS
· There were 7 registrations at Transfer Night.

· Dave discussed the possibility of having one large event and having registration tables for providing registration forms for those interested.

· Tai will work on Time Management forms to determine table assignments.

· Everyone will commit 1 hour a week.

· Tables will be set up in 3 different locations.

· Heather and Angela will take care of the voter box.

· Valerie said the Rock the Vote Event should culminate with the Registration drive.

· De’Shawn will work on Tai’s Time Management piece.

· Valerie said voter registration should start immediately.

NOTE:  Angela Shoga stepped out of the meeting.

Call for a motion to start the Voter Registration immediately ending on October 16th.
Motion:



Valerie Fee

Second:



Christina Cannon

Vote:



5-0-1
NOTE:  Jennifer Okafor abstained.
Call for a motion to hold the Rock the Vote on November 3rd.
Motion:



Valerie Fee

Second:



Jennifer Okafor

Vote:



6-0-0

Vote passed by majority.

· De’Shawn is interested in regenerating Part E /page 13 in the By-Laws.  

· He asked that all review and contact him their input.

NOTE:  Angela Shoga returned to the meeting.

10. Endorsement Discussion:  De’Shawn Woolridge

· Valerie said she found out that Mrs. Cookman’s opponent, Jess Reyes, was unseated by a unanimous faculty.

· She also said that it was reported that he was asleep in meetings (not confirmed) and that he missed several meetings (not confirmed).

· Angela said that she supports Ms. Cookman.

Call for a motion to endorse JoAnn Cookman on the CCC Governing Board.
Motion:



Angela Shoga

Second:



Jennifer Okafor

Vote:



7-0-0

Vote passed by majority.

11. Officer Reports/Senator Reports: LMCAS

President: Tai Colbert (Absent)
· No report.
VP President: Vacant

· No report.

VP of Finance:  Vacant
· No report.

Senator Reports:  LMCAS
· De’Shawn and Dave started working on the Constitution.

· They will highlight key points and would like feedback.

· There will be a revision.

· Would like it to be a team effort.

· Christina questioned why changes were needed and stated she didn’t know that they were going to be made.

· Valerie and Elaine said at the TAG meeting they discussed $20K a semester upgrades on campus printers.

· Students can get a printer card with 10 free copies on it.

· They are discussing saving paper by duplicating or double copies.

· The coin slots need to be fixed.

· The printers slated for upgrades are located in the Math, Science, Library and Reading & Writing Center.

· Elaine said that at the DGC meeting the Code of Ethics and Conduct was discussed and tabled.

· This is the clearing house for changes.

· A new Board policy will need to be reviewed and she will take it back.

· New on is vague as opposed to the older one being more itemized.
12. Future Agenda Items:  De’Shawn Woolridge
· Nominations for VP & VP of Finance.
· LMC Music Department.

· Committee Binder – Dave Belman.

· Program Fair – Elaine requested to be an action item.

· Rock the Vote presentation – list as action item.

13. Adjournment:  De’Shawn Woolridge
· Meeting adjourned at 4:07 p.m.
7

