 Minutes of the Los Medanos College

Associated Students

      Senate Meeting
Date:



Friday, March 6, 2009 
Time:



2:00 – 4:00 p.m.

Place:



Los Medanos College – Rm. 409/Library Community Room




2700 East Leland Road





Pittsburg, CA 94565-5107

Chair:



Heidi Meldrum
1. Call to Order:

Meeting called to order at 2:05 pm.
· Roll Call:


Present





Late


Absent
Dave Belman


      
Senator Christina Cannon* 
      

 
Senator Heather McClenathan*
      
Senator Omar Lewis*

President Heidi Meldrum*

Vice-President of Finance De’shawn Woolridge*

Senator Etiene Ikpe*

Senator Chris Ofstad*

Senator Maureisha Carter*
Krystal Collins

Larry Nalls Jr. 

Erin Johnson

Representative Earl

Jessica Gutierrez

Yesenia Hernandez


Vice-President Elaine Davis*
Senator Jennifer Okofar*

Senator Morgan Livingston*

Norma Ordaz

Tom Garcia


LaQuinn Miller

Quorum:


Those present constitute a quorum.

*Voting Board Members

President Meldrum was called board meeting to recess after call to order for the technical difficulties to be set properly. 
Meeting was further in recess for the meeting to be moved to the Library Community Room because of the capacity of the meeting had reach to a crowded coming of  a fire hazard. 
Meeting called back to order at 2:18 p.m.
2. Adopt Agenda for Friday, February 27, 2009:  President Meldrum
Call for a motion to move Multicultural Day Agenda Item up after Advisor Report 
Motion:



Vice-President of Finance Woolridge

Second:



Senator Ikpe

Vote:



7-0-2

Vote passed by majority.
Call for a motion to approve agenda with said amendments
Motion:



Vice-President of Finance Woolridge
Second:



Senator Okofar
Vote:



7-0-2
Vote passed by majority.
Call for a motion to table minutes for February 20, 2009
Motion:



Senator Cannon
Second:



Senator Ofstad
Vote:



9-0-0
Vote tabled by majority.
Minutes (February 27th):

· Senator Cannon:  Strike bullet number five: “Senator Cannon advised Ms. Collins...”

· Senator Carter: “Add to the club day that she had told the board that she had seeds at home.”

Call for a motion to approve Minutes from February 27, 2009
Motion:



Senator Cannon

Second:



Senator Ikpe

Vote:



9-0-0

3. Public Comment:  All

· Mr. Larry Nalls: Scuba Squad event--Divapalooza to be held after Graduation, May 23rd. 
· Mr. Larry Nalls also told the board and audience that breakfast club would be showing “Diary of A Tired Black Man: today after the board meeting. 
· Senator Ofstad read off the letter from Student Trustee Kerbundent endorsing President Meldrum for today’s election to finish off the term as President. He had specifically stated that this “had nothing to do with District Trustee Election but that of today’s Los Medanos College Associated Student Officer Elections.” In his letter, he names off reason why she should remain as president and her dedication and drive to represent the students. 

4. Advisor Report:  Advisor Belman
· Advisor Belman started off his Advisor Report thanking Senator McClenathan for serving as the minute taker as there was none, and VP of Finance Woolridge for typing up the minutes. 
· He furtherly informed the board that they were actively persuing a person to fill the vacant minute taker position—having applicants and that they would schedule times for applicants, so they could see their quality of work as a test run. He told the board that Senator Livingston was the student advocate serving on this interview board.
· Advisor Belman told the board that he was working on the draft of the Bylaws to the board during next week’s meeting, he had to turn his attentions towards that of another topic. 
· Advisor Belman told the audience and the public because of the number of people in attendance for today’s board meeting that people would have to raise their hands and be recognized by the chair –President Meldrum. 
· Senator Cannon asked where the tape recorder for the last meeting would be located? Advisor Belman replied that it would be with Demetria for inspection of the board. As the board had access to inspect the tape of previous meeting, so did the public and they could also make a tape recording themselves. That they keep tape recording records of previous meetings for a certain period of time then it would be rerecorded over. 
5. Multicultural Day:  Ms. Collins
· Ms. Collins came to the board with the answers to the questions posed by the board. 

· She answered the first question the board that they had been actively pursuing local talent, but they could not find anyone locally that wanted to participate. She also added that they were still pursuing finding local talents and still accepting new talent. 

· She answer the second question by saying that the club School House Rox was contributing a larger amount, it was originally “N/A” on the form because they didn’t have their bank statements to know the exact amount in their account . They were seeking to gain more revenue by fundraising continually until the last day before the Multicultural Day. 

· She answered the third question by telling the board that everything was a need, and that they cut as much as they possibly could out of the budget that they had submitted to the board. 

· Ms. Collins answered the fourth question by telling the board that the stage was needed for the instruments, so they didn’t get ruined or stolen. But it also helps for display of the bands because the stage helps the performers be seen by all the rows of people. 
· Senator Cannon asked about doing it on the concrete to save money?  Ms. Collins replied that the grass was safer, dangerous for younger children.

· President Meldrum addressed to Ms. Collins that one of the concerns that came up during the Planning Meeting was the involvement that the clubs could have. Ms. Collins also added that they were going to ICC to see if they wanted to participate in the festivities and because they were looking for volunteers. 

· Senator Ofstad asked that about the idea of charging the public for entry or admission. Ms. Collins added that she wanted it to be free to the public, so that they could see the great things—the “talent” that LMC has to offer.

· Ms. Collins added that she was calling local places to sell food and that she was working on sponsors, fundraising, charging vendors.

· President Meldrum asked would clubs be offered to sell food. Ms. Collins replied that clubs would not be charged to sell that the money stays with the club.

· Ms. Collins told the board that President Garcia was also providing funding. Senator Cannon asked was President Garcia officially sponsoring the program. Ms. Collins replied that he was that his funding was towards the custodial part of the budget — explaining why that was not on the budget presented to LMCAS.

Call for a motion to approve proposal of the Multicultural Day Proposal for full allocated about of $12,212.
Motion:



Vice-President of Finance Woolridge
Second:



Senator McClenathan
Discussion:

· Senator Carter addressed to Ms. Collins that she felt that they should continue to pursue funding for other avenues and seek more outlets as the whole cost would be for LMCAS to incur. Ms. Miller asked for more clarification because LMCAS represents the students and this event was for the students. Senator Carter agree but wanted  to see more funding, so that LMCAS wasn’t reliant on for funding the entire cost of the event. 
·  President Meldrum pointed out working with more people. 
Vote:



7-0-2
Vote passed by majority.
6. Officer Statements: Senator Ofstad

· Advisor Belman started off by telling the board that the process in which people would be voting in today’s officer elections. That the vote would best be done office by office and if a motion was not made as to the specific time of the induction of the new officers that it would take effect immediately. He also clarified that an abstaining doesn’t symbolizing voting against—it symbolizes a vote not being counted. The bylaws require a majority vote, and in the event of a tie, will Senator Ofstad acting as chair be allowed to vote. He thanks the public for coming to today’s meeting and lastly told the board that it might be intimidating voting for people in the open, but each board members serves in the best interest of the students. 
Call for a motion  for the transference of power take effect after meeting ends for consistence flow of the meeting.
· Motion:



Vice-President of Finance Woolridge

· Second:



Senator Cannon

· Vote:



9-0-0

Vote passed by majority.
President: 

· President Meldrum (Incumbent): President Meldrum told the board that she feels that when voting people would take in account the conflicts that have occurred and urged people to look past that. During the time of her presidency, that we’ve come a long way and said that we need not to go backwards but move forwards.  

· Vice-President Davis: Her induction as president would mean an opportunity for the board to work together as a whole. She told the board and the public that she was here for the students and wants to do what’s best for them.

Vice-President:

· Senator Lewis: Senator Lewis told the board that he was running for this position because he wanted to help the students, that he has the experience from his time on the board to fill the position of the VP and lead through the problems that face the board. 

· Senator Cannon: She was very active on campus, she knows the bylaws well, and wants to gain experience as she will seek to run for an officer position in the spring elections. With this position, she wants to help the board move forward and felt that she could help serve the students with her experience. 

Vice-President of Finance: 

· Vice-President of Finance Woolridge: He reminded the board from where we at, to where we was at the beginning of the school year having no one serving as the position of the Vice-President of Finance. That he has addressed the budget right after being elected with his first State of the Budget Address and still wants to be able to do that.

7. Officer Appointments: Senator Ofstad

· President:  
· President Meldrum –   3
· Vice-President Davis – 6
· Vice-President:
· Senator Cannon – 1
· Senator Lewis – 7
· Abstentions:  1 
· Vice-President of Finance:
· Vice-President of Finance Woolridge – 9
Note:  Vice-President Davis and Senator Lewis will serve in their capacity as Vice-President and Senator. But will also be the President-Elect and Vice-President-Elect until the end of the meeting in which they will become LMCAS President and Vice-President. 
Note:  Vice-President of Finance Woolridge will remain in position. 
8. Textbook on Reserve Proposal: President Meldrum
· Advisor Belman was once again proving clarification on the Library was going over. He told the board as to the spending that the library had spent in the fall and have to use in the spring. 
· Vice-President of Finance Woolridge made the motion that we approve the agenda for the said amount $1.366.09. 

· Senator Cannon had informed the board that “Textbook on Reserve Proposal” could not be taken action upon because it was not marked as an action item on the agenda, only discussion.

· Advisor Belman told the board that it would have to stay in this manner, as the board has moved to approve the agenda in the earlier parts of the meeting.  
· Discussion has taken place and action would be taken on the Meeting of March 13, 2009. 

9. Invisible Children:  Senator Ofstad
· Senator Ofstad went over the proposal for the Invisible Children program that asked for $1000. 
Call for a motion to approve the purposal for the Invisible Children program for $1,000.
Motion:



 

Second:





Vote:





Vote passed by majority.

10. LMCAS Spring Elections Overview: Advisor Belman
· Advisor Belman handed around the Election Packets from Last Year and went over the election process. He told the board that he wanted to keep the current election dates because they could help increase voter turnout because of the lack of voter turn-out that normally happens for the LMCAS Student Government Elections. He told the audience that he hopes that they vote in the spring elections. He told the board that there is an Election Committee of about four people, who would meet and decide election procedure. People who are seeking positions in this springs election are not eligible for this. He told people that the President-Elect Davis nominates them, and she would present nominations to the board for confirmation. He further explained for knowledge of the board the process for election in the point of senators or officers running for office. Senators would not lose their positions if seeking an officer position and lose because in the current bylaws, they have a three-year term. 
11. Trustee Endorsement Request for C. Cannon: Senator Cannon
· Senator Cannon began her presentation to the board explaining what the District Trustee position is. She then went to explain her qualifications—in which what she has done in her time on the board. She has also told the board that she had endorsements from LMCAS’s former President—President Colbert. She also informed the board as to where she stands on the position as when elected, what measures she seeks to bring about in relation to vast student representation across the three campuses. She told the board that she was planning for the best interest of the students reducing her units, so she could best to the position. 
12. Trustee Endorsement Request for H. Meldrum: President Meldrum
· President Meldrum began with her power point explaining her position about her being elected as “Heidi Meldrum: Next District Student Trustee”. She provided active engagement by asking questions of the audience to be able to get opinions of their knowledge of the position. 
· Ms. Miller asked President Meldrum about what the initial like DGC, SGC, and STAC stand for. President Meldrum responds by telling her that the initial stands for District Governance Council, Shared Governance Committee, and Student Trustee Advisory Council. 

· President Meldrum continued by expressing her qualification, why she should be elected as the District Trustee and what she wants to bring to the position as being elected Trustee. 
· In conclusion, she told the board that she had the qualifications of a Trustee—motivated, dedicated.... 

13. SSCCC General Assembly Overview: Advisor Belman
· Advisor Belman brought up the discussion about the General Assembly and showed people the handouts about what would be presented during the General Discussion. From this point, he would express that General Assembly is not a Leadership Conference that everyone should go to because it is not made out for everyone as it is not fiscal responsible. He told the board that as this will be action next week, people should be considering if they are going, and knowing if they seek to run for a statewide position. 

14. Officer Reports/Senator Reports: LMCAS

President:  Heidi Meldrum
· Told the board that the candidate could not make the scheduled appointment because she was sick. President Meldrum wanted to know when people were available to reschedule. She told the board that she would give the information to President-Elect Davis to give the information to the candidate. 
VP President:  Elaine Davis (President-Elect)
· At the region three meeting, the region is buying water and a snack pack for the schools to go down with to the March in March with.

· In regards of TAGS, we are going to be presenting a TCO Budget to SGC with a Technology Plan. 

VP of Finance:  De’shawn Woolridge
· The next “State of the Budget” Report would be March 20th. 
· The proposed budget for next year will be presented to the board during beginning April, and hopes for approval at the end of April. 

· Looking for who on the board wanted to go to SSCCC General Assembly in May. 

Senator Reports:  LMCAS
· Senator Okafar told the board that give seven people signed up for March in March

· Senator Lewis [Vice-President Elect] told the board that the Basketball hoops were out of the Student Life Office and was delivered to the Boys and Girls Club. Brought smiles amongst many board members faces to hear that comment. He also told the board that more people wanted to have another BBQ. He also told the board about the situation about the calculator program and a student wanting to have student government sponsor a proposal asking for a shirt as a prize. 
15. Committee Charges: LMCAS
· This was tabled as there was not enough time to provide formal charges. 
16. Future Agenda Items:  President Meldrum
· March in March
· Trustee Election for H. Meldrum/ C. Cannon 

· SSCCC General Assembly

· BBQ Discussion

· Spring Elections

17. Adjournment:  President Meldrum
· Meeting adjourned at 4:01 p.m.

Note: The transference of power has now shifted. The new officers have taken position.
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