 Minutes of the Los Medanos College

Associated Students

      Senate Meeting
Date:



Friday, March 27, 2009 
Time:



2:00 – 4:00 p.m.

Place:



Los Medanos College – Rm. 109/Library Community Room




2700 East Leland Road





Pittsburg, CA 94565-5107

Chair:



President Elaine Davis
1. Call to Order:

Meeting called to order at 2:01 pm.
· Roll Call:


Present




Late


Absent 
Demetria Lawrence


      

  Senator Heidi Meldrum*
President Elaine Davis*





Dave Belman

Vice President Omar Lewis*

Vice-President of Finance De’shawn Woolridge*

Senator Christina Cannon* 
      

 
Senator Heather McClenathan*
      
Senator Etiene Ikpe*

Senator Chris Ofstad*

Senator Jennifer Okafor*

Senator Morgan Livingston*

Senator Maureisha Carter*

Heather Nichols-Minute taker

Dan Wahl-Relay for Life
Frank Kirwin

Olga Kapustina

Marycruz Berhal

Jaime Orozco

Crystal Collins

Breanna Watson
Quorum:


Those present constitute a quorum.

*Voting Board Member
2. Adopt Agenda for Friday, February 27, 2009:  President Davis
Senator Livingston requested that agenda item #16 Relay for Life be moved to #5 after the advisor report
Demetria Lawrence requested that agenda item #8 Leave of Absence request be moved to # 6
Call for a motion to approve agenda with said amendments:
Motion:



Vice-President of Finance Woolridge





Second:



Senator Ofstad
Vote:



8-0-1
Vote passed by majority.
Call for a motion to table minutes for March 13, 2009
Motion:



Senator Ikpe
Second:



Senator Ofstad
Vote:



8-0-0
Vote passed by majority.
Minutes (March 20):

· Change Senator Omar Lewis to Vice President Omar Lewis
· Change Ty House to Tai Colbert
· Change Ikde to Ikpe(pg 1, pg 5)

· Change Okafar to Okafor (pg 4)

Call for a motion to approve Minutes from March 20, 2009 with said changes
Motion:



Senator Livingston
Second:



Vice-President of Finance Woolridge
Vote:



9-0-0
Vote passed unanimously.

3. Public Comment:  All
· Senators and public introduced themselves
4. Advisor Report:  Advisor Demetria Lawrence
· Dave Belman is out 
· Police services will begin charging for overtime worked at events due to staff shortages. This will take effect on April 4, 2009.
· Student Life Awards ceremony will be held on May 8, 2009 at 5:00 pm. Nominations are due in the Student Life Office by April 28, 2009.
· Housing unauthorized students in the office after hours is prohibited. Only senators are allowed in the office after business hours. Several complaints have been received. Things have been stolen from the office. This is the final warning; if any more complaints are made access to the student life office will be restricted after hours. It is a campus policy that students are not allowed to be in any offices after hours, senators have special privilege.  That privilege will be taken away if the rules are not followed. Demetria passed out a copy of the Student life policy
· Senators graduating or transferring should be recognized at the Student Success Ceremony, let Demetria know who is graduating or transferring so your name can be included in the list.

· Blood Drive on April 22, 2009

· Club Day on April 22, 2009
5. Relay for Life-Senator Livingston/Dan Wahl
· The American Cancer Society is a volunteer organization that hosts the relay for life fundraising event.
· American Cancer Society is the largest non-profit organization, the relay for life is held in 5000 communities.
· The Relay for Life is a 24 hour event-one person on the track from each team the entire time.  
· There is music, food and games. 
· Asking LMCAS to get involved/form a team
· Passed around contact information
· Contact Amanda Harris to find out where the planning meetings are being held
· Contact Senator Morgan Livingston if interested in participating
· Senator Christina Cannon- Add to the outreach agenda for funding, an outreach project, form an LMCAS/LMC team
· Some relays charge for food and some do not
· Be mindful of artificial surfaces usually no food and drinks are allowed on surface, have a designated eating area
· Senator Christina Cannon suggested that LMCAS purchase food bags for the team members
· The relay has 3 phases, the first “Celebrate survivors,” the second “Remember those Lost,” and third “Fight Back.”
· In the third phase participants are asked to make a pledge to do something (Ex.  quit smoking, eat healthier)
· Go to relayforlife.org, type in your zip code for events in your area
Senator Okafor left at 2:36 pm
6. Leave of Absence Request- Senator Heidi Meldrum-
· Senator Livingston –should not approve because it may open the door for stress leave of absences in the future, also Senator Meldrum’s behavior has been inappropriate

· Demetria Lawrence-Unforeseen instances can occur, however Senator Meldrum knew of her requirements to be a senator and chose to schedule a conflicting event

· Senator Christina Cannon- Senator Meldrum has not attended one DGC meeting, and has only attended one meeting of her other committee

· Vice President Lewis- What should the board do when attendance affects the Bylaws?

· Senator Christine Cannon- Either request that the board member resign or as a board vote to remove the member
Call for a motion to decline Senator Meldrum’s leave of absence
Motion:

Senator Ofstad

Second:

Senator Livingston

Vote:

7:0:1

Vote passes by majority
7. LMCAS Spring Elections Closing Nominations for Officers
· Senator Livingston nominates President Elaine Davis for Vice President
· President Elaine Davis declines nomination
· Senator Carter nominates Senator Christina Cannon for Vice President
· Senator Cannon declines nomination
· Senator McClenathan nominated for Vice President
· Senator McClenathan Declines nomination
· Senator McClenathan nominated for VP of Finance 
· Senator McClenathan declines nomination
· Senator Okafor nominated for VP of Finance
· Senator Okafor accepts nomination
· Senator Cannon nominates  self for President
· Election packet is passed out to all nominees. The election packet is due by Tuesday March 31, 2009 by 12:00 pm
· Mandatory election orientation on Tuesday March 30, 2009 at 1:00 pm in room 109 in the Library
· Must notify Demetria in writing if you cannot attend the orientation
· If you are not there or do not have your packet completed you may not run
· Nominees may not bring election packet to the orientation it must be time/date stamped to certify that it completed and turned in 
· Demetria will then check to see if all running candidates meet the requirements to run for an officer position
8. LMCAS Election Committee Appointments
· Ralph Ednalino-very responsible and organized, Demetria stated that Ralph is very engaged in the student clubs/ICC
· Jaime Orozco- also very active and attends ICC meetings

Call for a motion to approve Ralph Ednalino as an Election Committee Member
Motion:
Senator Cannon


 

Second:
Senator Livingston




Vote:
8:0:0




Vote passed by majority
Call for a motion to approve Jaime Orozco as an Election Committee Member
Motion:

Vice-President of Finance Woolridge


Second:

Senator Livingston
Vote :

8:0:0

9. SSCCC  General Assembly
· Should the board give Senator Meldrum the opportunity to attend?
· Demetria-suggest that the board look at level of engagement on the board and on campus

· Senator Meldrum feels that she brought back useful information to the board

· Senator Meldrum wants to attend the Assembly

· Concern among board members that if Senator Meldrum does not show up that they will need to name a delegate  replacement at the last minute

· Senator Cannon –Senator Meldrum has not attended a 2 LMCAS meetings, or committee meetings

· Senator Cannon had to apologize for Senator Meldrum’s behavior at the last SSCCC General Assembly
· Senator Ikpe declined to attend
· Advisor Belman, President Davis, Vice-President of Finance Woolridge, Senator Cannon, Senator Carter are all attending
· The cost is $621 dollars per person, the delegate is $95 lower that other attendees and advisor
· Senator Cannon reviewed the letters of those wishing to attend, the board should take at least one new person
· Senator Cannon wants the delegate to attend all the candidate speeches
· President Davis running for Student at Large position with SSCCC
· Senator Cannon asked President Davis why she wants to run for Student  at large position
· President Davis stated that she wishes to continue working with  Vice-President of Finance Woolridge to bring region # together, would also like to bring student issues up at the state level, such as textbook costs, she is working with other senators in the region to address the textbook issues
Call for a motion to approve Advisor Belman, President Davis, Vice-President of Finance Woolridge, Senator Cannon, and Senator Carter to attend the SSCCC General Assembly
Motion:

Senator Cannon

Second:

Senator Ikpe

Vote:

8:0:0

Vote passes by majority

Call for a motion to elect Vice-President of Finance Woolridge as the SSCCC Delegate
Motion:

Senator McClenathan

Second:

Senator Ikpe

Vote:

6:0:2

Vote passes by majority

10. Earth Day- Senator McClenathan
· Requesting $500 for soil, pots for plants, and bikes

· Senator McClenathan may use less than the requested amount

Call for a motion to approve $500 for Earth Day Proposal
Motion:

Vice President Lewis

Second:

Senator Livingston

Vote:

8:0:0
Senator Okafor returned at 3:00pm

Senator Ikpe left at 3:00 pm

Senator Ikpe returned at 3:02 pm

11. Cafeteria  Contract Renewal

· Bill received Senator Cannons binder
· Bill believes that students should be involved at the meetings
· Senator Cannon is the lead of the Food Committee
· Need a Co-chair for the committee
· Food committee will meet on Monday from 4 to 5 and bring information back to the board
· ICC is aware of LMCAS involvement in the cafeteria’s issues
· Demetria- LMC agreed to renew the contract for 1 year, in which Fresh and Natural has the opportunity to fix the problems or risk losing their contract
· President Davis- evaluate progress in December if all concerns are not addressed do not renew the contract
· Have a set meeting place for all interested in participating
· President Davis Charged a Food Committee to address student concerns and issues with the cafeteria-Senator Cannon is the Lead
12. Amphitheater Future- Senator Cannon
· Senator Cannon is going to meet with Dan Henry
· Casey Cann, a Drama Instructor would like to be involved

· Create a resolution, Casey Cann can help with the language 
· The space is supposed to become a performance arts center in the future

· Vice-President of Finance Woolridge- will trying to save the amphitheater affect the decision to build the performing arts center 
· Vice-President of Finance Woolridge- look at the blueprints, may be able to fix up for a small amount of money, need to be fiscally responsible, look in the future more than one or two years
· President Davis- think about future plans for Student Union Building

· Senator Cannon-not in plans Performing Arts Center at least 5 years out

· Clubs could use space for speakers, students still use the space

· Talk to ICC they may be able to renovate space for relatively inexpensive

· Senator Ofstad- need to contract work out

· Demetria-The drama department should write the resolution

· Vice President Lewis-the space has only been used once or twice

· President Davis- Everything will be moved out to the quad in the future, spend a little to fix up, the Drama Department should take the lead on the issue
· Aaron-the amphitheater looks like LMC ruins, clubs do not utilize the space sue to its current condition people are not aware that it there and can be used.

· Senator Ofstad will also talk to Dan Henry
13. LMCAS Space-Senator Cannon
· There is not enough space in the office, need more space
· Meetings are all over campus-no consistency

· Difficult to work in student life office, hard to get business done

· Student union building at least 5 years out

· Speak with Dan Henry

· Write a resolution

· Promised space fell through

· Students should take initiative, they want, need and deserve more space

· Senator McClenathan, and Senator Carter want to participate

· Demetria suggested changing the culture of the office, for homework and office work, no my space,  face book, you tube

· Vice President Lewis- computers open to all students

· Demetria-the student life office is a shared office space

· Senator Carter- regulate hours of office and computer use

· Demetria- clubs need the space 

· Senator likes the idea of no my space,/face book in office

· Demetria- Senators would be restricted from accessing my space/face book as well

· Senator Cannon- ask for office space so students can come in and out and business can be conducted

· Request a couple of offices

· Convert stage into office space

· Students use stage for performances

· Senator McClenathan suggests that the board move forward with the agenda

· Draft a resolution for more space

Call for a motion to table until next meeting
Motion:

Vice-President of Finance Woolridge

Second:

Vice President Lewis

Vote:

8:0:1

14.   Calculator Funding for Media Services

· Vice President Lewis getting information together will address the board at the next meeting

15.  LMCAS Budget Address- Vice-President of Finance Woolridge
· Senator cannon-Create a column for all the synonyms to explain what they all mean

· $14,000 for bus passes will be changing/move to a different account, fund a discount on bus passes

· Cancel  contract with Tri Delta
· Create a new policy to avoid using the contingency account

16.  LMCAS Annual Budget Project

· If there is an event that you want to continue let Vice-President of Finance Woolridge know to ensure that funding can be allocated.
17.  Retreat- Senator Cannon
· Meet in May and August to set goals for the board

· Set dates in planning bring dates back to the board 

· Look at calendars, get dates together 

· Discuss retreat agenda

· Senator McClenathan like idea of a retreat

· Senator Carter- discuss at the next meeting

18.  LMCAS Townhall Meeting

· Open forum for students to address/discuss issues with board members
· Day and evening times
19.   Bylaws
· Senator Cannon- email issues with bylaws and bring to planning
· Demetria-nothing in bylaws about leave of absence
· President Davis-review/email and discuss at planning
20.  Graduation Pins

· Contact went on vacation

· Have to order pins as is cannot choose what they say

· Price increased

· May not be able to do in a timely manner

· Senator Livingston-motion to table 

Call for a motion to table agenda items 21 through 24
Motion:

Senator Livingston

Second:

Senator McClenathan
Vote:

7:0:2

25.  Future Agenda Items
· LMCAS Space-action
· Graduation pins-action
· Peer Counseling-discussion
Adjournment-President Davis
· Meeting adjourned at 4:00 pm
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