Minutes of the Los Medanos College

Associated Students

Senate Meeting

	Date:
	Friday, January 23, 2009



	Time:
	2:00 – 4:00 p.m.



	Place:
	Los Medanos College – Library Conference Room #1
2700 East Leland Road

Pittsburg, CA 94565-5107



	Chair:
	Heidi Meldrum



	1.   Call to Order:
	Meeting called to order at 2:00 p.m.

Quorum was not present, so meeting recessed until quorum was found.

Quorum was met at 2:05 p.m., so the meeting was called back into session.



	· Roll Call:
	Present                            Late                                         Absent

Dave Belman                 Omar Lewis*

Heidi Meldrum         

Elaine Davis*    

Jennifer Okafor*

Heather McClenathan*

De’shawn Woolridge*

Christina Cannon*

Morgan Livingston*

Etiene Ikpe

Chris Ofstad

Maureisha Carter

Erin Johnson

Mercedes McJean

Crystal Collins

Kimsothearinth Taing

Chika Nnaji



	Quorum:
	Those present constitute a quorum.



	*Voting Board Members
	


2.   Adopt Agenda for Friday, January 23, 2009: Heidi Meldrum

Call for a motion to approve the amended agenda for Friday, January 23, 2009.

	Motion:
	De'shawn Woolridge

	Second:
	Jennifer Okafor

	Vote:
	6-0-0



	Vote passed by majority.
	


Call for a motion to approve the minutes for Friday, January 16, 2009 with changes to pages 1, 2 and 4.

	Motion:
	Morgan Livingston

	Second:
	De'shawn Woolridge

	Vote:
	5-0-1



	Vote passed by majority.
	


3.  Public Comment: All

Call for a motion to table Public Comment to the end of the meeting.

	Motion:
	De'shawn Woolridge

	Second:
	Elaine Davis

	Vote:
	6-0-0



	Vote passed by majority.
	


4.  Advisor Report: David Belman

·  Dave thanked the board members for coming to the retreat.

· Dave asked the board members to each put down their weekly schedule for the semester on the time management forms and place them in  the yellow folder at the student life office. He also said that the time management forms were helpful to use in planing events by looking at the schedule of others. Dave asked the board to get them in on Tuesday by noon.

· Dave gave update on the UCB Leadership Symposium, saying that 50 people had signed up while their was only room for 40 people; however, those on the wait list would be contacted and the student life office would help in purchasing Bart tickets for them to get to the symposium.

· Omar walked in at 2:15 pm, therefore quorum changed to 7.

· Dave also noted that those attending the symposium would have to go to one of the info sessions on Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 3:00 – 3:30 pm.

· Dave reminded the board that the Academic Competition would be taking place on Saturday April 25, 2009. He said they needed to put together a planning team for the event, so he requested for an agenda item to create a planning and production team. Dave gave a brief explanation to what the event was about, and he noted that Kaiser would be helping to fund this year's competition, therefore it would cost student government less.

· Dave said that a little controversy had risen concerning the level of difficulty of the competition. Dave mentioned, however, that the first place winners of the last competition had a grade of C.

5. Board Member Candidate Appointment: Heidi Meldrum

Call for a motion to approve the appointment of Etiene Ikpe as Senator to the Board.

	Motion:
	De'shawn Woolridge

	Second:
	Elaine Davis

	Vote:
	6-0-1



	Vote passed by majority.
	


· The Board welcome the new senator, Etiene Ikpe, to the board.

· Quorum changed to 8.

Call for a motion to approve the appointment of Chris Ofstad as Senator to the Board.

	Motion:
	Heather McCleanathan

	Second:
	Elaine Davis

	Vote:
	7-0-1



	Vote passed by majority.
	


· The Board welcome the new senator,Chris Ofstad, to the board.

· Quorum changed to 9.

6.   V. P. of Finance Vacancy Nominations: LMCAS

· Heidi opened the floor for nominations.

· Omar nominated De'shawn, and De'shawn accepted.

· Heather nominated Etiene, and Etiene accepted.

· Morgan nominated Chris, and Chris accepted.

· Heather nominated Morgan, but Morgan declined.

· Heather nominated Christina, but Christina declined.

· Chris nominated Heather, but Heather declined.

· Morgan nominated Jennifer, but Jennifer declined.

· Elaine nominated Omar, but Omar declined.

· Heidi asked the nominees De'shawn, Etiene, and Chris to speak on why each should be appointed the position.

· De'shawn said that it was an important position that has been vacant, and he believes someone needs to take action and take charge in the position to check proposals and evaluate them carefully, one who would unite the students as a voice, one who had 'been there and done that'. Elaine asked him about accountability, and De'shawn said that he would check on the events, go to them and inspect them making sure the money is used properly. He said students' money shouldn't be wasted.

· Etiene dropped out of the running and said that she did not think she had enough experience yet to be in the position.

· Chris spoke next saying that he believes that he holds finances dearly and that he plans to work very hard in the position. He said that he was accountable and good at delegating, and he would ask for help if the work was overwhelming. He included that he is very approachable. Christina asked him how long he would be with LMC, and Chris replied that it would probably be till the end of the present semester. Heather asked him about his schedule, and Chris replied that his schedule was flexible.

7.   V. P. of Finance Vacancy Appointment: LMCAS

Call for a motion to break into recess for 3 minutes.

	Motion:
	Jennifer Okafor

	Second:
	Elaine Davis

	Vote:
	6-0-3



	Vote passed by majority.
	


· The meeting broke back into session 3 minutes later.

· The voting board members cast their votes; De'shawn received 5 votes while Chris received 3 votes. One voting board member abstained.

· De'shawn was appointed the new V. P. of Finance for LMCAS.

8.   Probationary Status for Christina Cannon: Heidi Meldrum

· Heidi said that she spoke to Christina after the retreat on the issues concerning her tardiness, and she felt Christina was genuine in wanting to work to be a better member of the board.

· Heidi requested for a probationary status for Christina because of her intentional tardiness at the retreat and because of misrepresentation.

· Christina said she had initially expressed her desire not to come to the retreat for the reason that there was no room made available to add additional items to the agenda for the retreat and it seemed like the agenda was planned by just one or two individuals. She said that she had been busy, working hard and had no break for the holidays; however, she eventually came to the retreat because she was being an active member of the board.

Call for a motion to extend discussion by 5 minutes.

	Motion:
	De'shawn Woolridge

	Second:
	Heather McCleanathan

	Vote:
	8-0-1



	Vote passed by majority.
	


· Heather said that Christina's excuse didn't seem valid.

· Omar said that he did not support punishing Christina without initially voting on a probationary status for tardiness.

· Elaine said that the initial date of the agenda was changed in order to accommodate some members on the board of which included Christina. Christina denied that she had agreed with the date.

· Morgan said that the board was upset because they had to wake up early to be at the retreat on time but it seemed like Christina did not care.

Call for a motion to extend discussion by 2 minutes.

	Motion:
	Christina Cannon

	Second:
	De'shawn Woolridge

	Vote:
	9-0-0



	Vote passed by majority.
	


· Erin expressed his support to Omar's disagreement with the punishment.

Call for a motion to extend discussion by 5 minutes.

	Motion:
	Christina Cannon

	Second:
	Morgan Livingston

	Vote:
	9-0-0



	Vote passed by majority.
	


· Christina suggested that the boards decision on true attendance in regards to time should be put in the by-laws.

· Chris said that he supported Christina's point, and he asked her to give her honest opinion about her level of participation during the retreat. Christina replied that she showed participation.

· Dave suggested that the board make a decision on the right probationary status regarding attendance. He said that mandatory requirements are important for success.

· Heidi said that she feels being late is absence and suggested that the penalty be reduced to  two weeks for Christina's case. Heidi also mentioned that anyone one on probation would have their committee appointment reviewed.

Call for a motion to approve and reduce the probationary status for Christina Cannon from 3 weeks to 2 weeks of no vote beginning January 30, 2009 to February 13, 2009.

	Motion:
	Elaine Davis

	Second:
	Chris Ofstad

	Vote:
	3-2-4



	Vote not passed.
	


Call for a motion to move to the next agenda item.

	Motion:
	Christina Cannon

	Second:
	Heather McCleanathan

	Vote:
	9-0-0



	Vote passed by majority.
	


9.  Setting a Regular Planning Meeting Date/Time: Heidi Meldrum

· Christina suggested the Bus Pass committee should have another time for their meeting and give up their present meeting time for the planning meeting.

· Elaine said the original idea was to get have it earlier in the week in order to get the agenda for the next meeting ready by then.

· Dave said that meaningful discussions should not be taking place in the planning meeting and that he would not recommend  4-5 pm on Fridays for the planning meeting  due to exhaustion.

· Heather suggested that the planning meeting be on Tuesdays, and Jennifer suggested that they work with their schedules first.

Call for a motion to extend discussion by 5 minutes.

	Motion:
	Jennifer Okafor

	Second:
	Christina Cannon

	Vote:
	9-0-0



	Vote passed by majority.
	


· Etiene supported 4-5 pm on Fridays for the planning meeting.

Call for a motion to extend discussion by 5 minutes.

	Motion:
	Morgan Livingston

	Second:
	Jennifer Okafor

	Vote:
	9-0-0



	Vote passed by majority.
	


Call for a motion to table agenda item #11 to the next meeting

	Motion:
	Christina Cannon

	Second:
	Morgan Livingston

	Vote:
	7-1-1



	Vote passed by majority.
	


Call for a motion to extend discussion by 10 minutes.

	Motion:
	De'shawn Woolridge

	Second:
	Christina Cannon

	Vote:
	9-0-0



	Vote passed by majority.
	


· Heidi suggested that the first portion of the time from 1-2 pm on Fridays be devoted to the bus pass committee.

· Christina disagreed and suggested that the bus pass committee have their meeting on Mondays from 9-10 am.

· Dave decided to evaluate everyone's available time on the board.

Call for a motion to extend discussion by 15 minutes.

	Motion:
	Christina Cannon

	Second:
	De'shawn Woolridge

	Vote:
	8-1-0



	Vote passed by majority.
	


· De'shawn said that he would not be able to make it on Mondays from 9-10 am.

Call for a motion to set the planning meeting from 1-2 pm on Fridays.

	Motion:
	Christina Cannon

	Second:
	Omar Lewis

	Vote:
	5-0-4



	Vote passed by majority.
	


· Omar suggested having the bus pass committee meeting by his job place in the multimedia center so that he would be able to attend.

· Heidi said that it would be unfair for everyone else to accommodate Omar because he has not been showing up for the bus pass committee meetings.

· Jennifer said that there was no point in having the meeting if all the team members would not be there.

Call for a motion to move to the next agenda item

	Motion:
	Christina Cannon

	Second:
	Omar Lewis

	Vote:
	6-0-3



	Vote passed by majority.
	


10. Region III Fee Proposal: De'shawn Woolridge

· De'shawn presented a proposal of $200.00 for the Region III donation for membership contribution.

Call for a motion to approve the proposal of $200.00 for the Region III donation.

	Motion:
	Morgan Livingston

	Second:
	Chris Ofstad

	Vote:
	7-1-1



	Vote passed by majority.
	


12. Welcome Week Review: LMCAS

· Elaine read a comment from an individual on the welcome week event commending a job very well done.

· Dave said the goals were met and everything went well, but there were not enough volunteers to help in cleaning up.

· Christina showed the board a list of the names of all who volunteered for the welcome week event.

Call for a motion to extend discussion by 5 minutes.

	Motion:
	Christina Cannon

	Second:
	Morgan Livingston

	Vote:
	9-0-0



	Vote passed by majority.
	


· Elaine said she set up a table for the welcome week event at the Brentwood center on Thursday, while Josh Evanson from the Honors program helped to set up a table on Wednesday.

· Christina expressed her appreciation for a job well done. She also said that personal money spent should be reported to the Business office.

13. Bus Pass Update

· De'shawn reported an estimate of 896 responses to the bus pass.

· Heidi added that there were 200-300 more, amounting to approximately 1000 responses. She also said that the bus pass committee had arrived at a consensus to start at $3.00 for 5 years.

· Dave said that it was important to look at the result from the survey to guide their decision.

· Heidi also reported a detail that was missing in the minutes which involved assigning Elaine to Brentwood, Heather to the info desk, and Jennifer to the multimedia center for the bus pass distribution.

14. By-Laws Update

· Christina, Heather, Morgan, and Chris decided to join the committee.

15. Officer Reports/Senator Reports: LMCAS

· Heidi asked for volunteers to help pick up the basketball hoop from Vince's storage. Christina and Etiene volunteered.

· Heidi recommended the appointment of De'shawn to SGC since he was now an officer of LMCAS.

· Heidi reported that DGC was offering an 18% raise which would amount to about a quarter million dollars because they did not want her to leave.

· Christina asked about the board decision on who would be attending the ICC meeting. Heidi said that she would be attending the ICC meeting on Monday 26, 2009.

· Christina requested for a 15 minutes agenda item in the next meeting to discuss her proposal concerning Black History Month.

· Christina said the the Spirit Committee meeting would be on Mondays from 2-3 pm. Heather said the Green Team meeting was the same time.

16. Future Agenda Items: Heidi Meldrum

· Academic Competition

· Committee Appointment

· Christina's Proposal

· Spring 2009 LMCAS Goal

Public Comment: LMCAS

· Erin asked for what will happen to the items in the student life office. Christina said she would take care of them. Dave said each person had to take care of two items.

17. Adjournment: Heidi Meldrum

· Meeting adjourned at 4:00 pm.

