 Minutes of the Los Medanos College
Associated Students

      Senate Meeting
Date:



Friday, March 28, 2008

Time:



2:00 – 4:00 p.m.

Place:



Los Medanos College – Rm. 409




2700 East Leland Road





Pittsburg, CA 94565-5107

Chair:



Jason McKenzie
1. Call to Order:

Meeting called to order at 2:12 p.m.
· Roll Call:


Present


Late


Absent
Dave Belman




Mercedes McLean
Tai Colbert*




Felero Smith
Omar Lewis*




Jamila Stewart*
Jason McKenzie*





Timothy Nichols, Jr.





LaQuin Miller





Jennifer Okafor





Angela Shoga*






Edima Udo* 
Quorum:


Those present constitute a quorum.

*Voting Board Members
Adopt Agenda for Friday, March 28, 2008 and minutes from Friday, March 14, 2008: Jason McKenzie
NOTE:  Jason McKenzie adjustment made on agenda to include more time in the Public Comment section.

Call for a motion to extend the Public Comment section on today’s agenda.
Motion:



Tai Colbert

Second:



Omar Lewis

Vote:



4-0-0

Vote passed by majority.

Call for a motion to approve the agenda for Friday, March 28, 2008.
Motion:



Tai Colbert
Second:



Omar Lewis
Vote:



4-0-0
Vote passed by majority.

Call for a motion to approve the minutes for Friday, March 14, 2008.
Motion:



Tai Colbert

Second:



Omar Lewis

Vote:



4-0-0

Vote passed by majority.

NOTE:  Because those in attendance exceeded the capacity for Room 409, we all relocated to Professor Cabral’s classroom to continue the meeting.

2. Public Comment:  Public
Jason McKenzie announced that additional time will be allowed for those present to express their views/concerns for the upcoming Academic Competition.

· Professor Cabral spoke of the previous competition where both Omar Lewis and Jamila Stewart were participants.  
· Even though they both had taken most of the classes, they were not able to answer all of the questions.

· It was suggested as a more fair opportunity for all the student body, that the subjects this year be changed to the following:

Math 25, 30, 34

AST 10


POLSC 10

PSYCH 11

     SOC 15

            ENG 200, 221
             BIO 5, 10
            HIST 36

The following statements reflect varying comments/concerns made by some of those in attendance.

· Stephen Hamrick is concerned that the competition is not college level and reflects badly.  

· He feels that since college level classes are not reflected the competition is being “dummied down”.
· He said this will increase the scores of those who will “win” anyway.

· The questions should be more difficult.

· Tai Colbert responded stating that she agrees that the questions should represent basic college level courses.

· The competition should be for all.

· Jason McKenzie stated that last year’s questions were not representative of classes that all students had taken.

· High level math is represented.
· It doesn’t serve the broad student body.

· Agrees it should be basic college level courses.

· Professor Cabral referenced an email Jamila Stewart wrote on February 21st, stating “last year the last competition was less competitive from a majority point of view and should be accessible to all students.”

· Various individuals felt the competition was being “dummied down.”

· Tim Nichols gave an automotive analogy and posed the question to some that if “they” didn’t know anything about a car and how to assemble it of fix it and a question or questions was a part of the competition they could feel at a disadvantage.

· There were a lot of rebuttals at the same time. 

· Jason brought order back to the session.

· Enock Teefe stated that this was a competition and the elite should be represented.

· He said that the subjects should reflect the transferable classes.

· The spirit of competition should be focused on.

· Omar Lewis understood the Honors students’ perspective but felt the competition should be one that everyone deserved to have a chance to compete in.

· The Physics teacher, who created last year’s questions’ along with this years’ considered those students who had never taken the higher leveled classes and believed  he had put together a comprehensive body of questions that were appropriate for all students.
· He said that it should be understood that “critical thinking” was involved. 

· He said maybe the competition should be called something else if it doesn’t reflect an academic institution of higher learning.

· Francesca Nichols said that it should be fair; everyone should be able to compete.

· Groups make it diverse so that different levels can be incorporated.

· Dominic Milano said this is about competing against oneself.  

· It is a challenge to do and be better.

· Catherine Buban said the competition is not geared towards Honor students.

· She doesn’t know why their being targeted.

· They are not asking to make the competition questions harder – just challenging.

· Nicole Carbone said that the classes are an insult.
· She said she is glad she is transferring.

· Eduardo Paniagua, Puente’s Admin, said that classes represent the majority of the school.
· There should be core subjects; have various levels.

· Should present higher/tougher questions as competition goes on.

· Joseph Overaker said that the decision was made by 2 people from a team that did badly.

· He said he felt he achieved something after his Physics class.
· Have to take into account why the competition was founded – to win academics- challenge your knowledge.

· Dave Belman said that both he and Professor Cabral are on the Planning committee.
· He believes this should be a student led event.

· One year student attendees were considered.

· What % of the population is that?

· Students are welcome to the upcoming meeting this Thursday to help plan the event.

· You can’t compete and plan event; this would be a conflict of interest.

· Tai stated she was there to listen.
· Omar polled those who had taken Math 34.  

· Asked who passed the class.  

· Some responses were that they passed with “B’s”.

· His point was that there is a possibility that there would be questions from Math 34 that they had not seen and could be challenged by.

· Dave said would not be resolved today.  Please come to mtg. on Thursday from 1 – 2 p.m.  in the SLO to help see if things will change or not.
NOTE:  At 3:12 p.m. this portion of the meeting was over.  We relocated back to Room 409 to resume the mtg.

NOTE:  At 3:20 p.m. Meeting resumed.

3. Advisor Report:  Dave Belman
· Tabled.
4. Officer Reports:  Jason McKenzie, Tai Colbert and Omar Lewis 
President:  Jason McKenzie
· Jason reminded everyone of the BBQ on April 2nd.
· He had a sign-up sheet that he requested everyone sign to help.

VP:  Tai Colbert

· No report/not in attendance.

VP of Finance:  Omar Lewis 

· No report.

Senator Reports:  Jamila Stewart

· No report. 
7. Senator Applicant Interview/Appointment:  LMCAS

· Tabled.
8. Resume Public Session:  LMCAS Elections

· Tabled.

Tri Delta Discussion:  Jason McKenzie

· Jason said there were no conclusions on how to sustain passes for students
· Need to take time to develop plan or direction to go in.  

· Jason wrote the options on the board.

· Said Tri-Delta cannot sustain the program with 30K.
· Tri-Delta created 30K with 511.org as a partnership with an understanding that an election would occur, per Dave.
· Dave said they have a catchall, no way to monitor how many LMC students are riding bus.

· Tim Nichols said that he has witnessed the drivers selecting a button that identifies the LMC ridership.

· Dave said they are not making any money.

· Omar said that students are challenged and fares should be lowered to give access to all.

· A suggestion was made that they could work with grants and work with EOPS.

· Jason said there is a $3 – $5 cost of living fee, per Mike Fernezy.

· Dave said Tri-Delta would track if there was a fee assessed.

· Dave said there is a $10 cap per the Education Code (regarding Transportation).
· Dave mentioned the elections will be next week.

9. Internal Committee Reports: LMCAS
· Tabled.
10. Updates/New Items Needed for Discussion:  Jason McKenzie
· Tabled.

11. Adjournment:  Jason McKenzie
· Meeting adjourned at 4:05 p.m.
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