 Minutes of the Los Medanos College
Associated Students

      Senate Meeting
Date:



Friday, February 22, 2008

Time:



2:00 – 4:00 p.m.

Place:



Los Medanos College – Rm. 409




2700 East Leland Road





Pittsburg, CA 94565-5107

Chair:



Jason McKenzie
1. Call to Order:

Meeting called to order at 2:10 p.m.
· Roll Call:


Present


Late


Absent
Dave Belman

Felero Smith*

Mercedes McLean
Catherine Joy Buban 
Omar Lewis* 

Menique Slaughter* 
Christina Cannon
Demetria Lawrence

Tai Colbert*







Michael Dy





Isaiah Lopez

Jason McKenzie*






LaQuin Miller
Timothy Nichols, Jr.

Jennifer Okafor

Cesar Ortiz

Khushali Sharwa

Angela Shoga*
Edima Udo*

Quorum:


Those present constitute a quorum.

*Voting Board Members
Proposal to remove Shirley Ortiz and Menique Slaughter from the current agenda as members.  

Call for motion to approve February 22, 2008 agenda with following corrections.
Motion:



Tai Colbert

Second:



Edima Udo

Vote:



4-0-0

Vote passed by majority.

Adopt Agenda for Friday, February 22, 2008 and minutes from Friday, February 15, 2008: Jason McKenzie
Call for a motion to approve the agenda for Friday, February 22, 2008.
Motion:



Tai Colbert

Second:



Edima Udo

Vote:



4-0-0

Vote passed by majority.

Motion to approve the following corrections in the February 15, 2008 agenda.  Line item # 6 titled Academic Competition:  Dave Belman should read “2” instead of “23”.
Call for a motion to approve the above corrections for Friday, February 15, 2008.
Motion:



Tai Colbert

Second:



Edima Udo

Vote:



4-0-0

Vote passed by majority.

2. Public Comment:

· Introductions made.
3. Advisor Report:  Dave Belman
· There will be a comedy event on March 1, 2008, “Laughing in the Library”.  This is a fundraiser for LMC’s Friends of the Library and is sponsored by the LMC Foundation.

· A handout was provided.

· Anniversary Student Success for those planning to transfer, you can sign up to get an invite.

· Update to Board:

· Funding request from BSU – VP of Finance in conjunction with the Board – did not release funding because club is not legally chartered.

· Anyone who wants to start a club will need the following:

· Four Student leaders.

· One Advisor.

· Fill out all required paperwork.

· Charter with Student Life Office (complete official paperwork).

· Charter was taken.

· A letter was sent to the leadership.
· The SLO presents the, “Mickey Mouse Monopoly” movie discussion about the isms found in Disney films.  The film will be shown on February 26, 2008 from 12 – 1:30 p.m. in Room 473.

· There will be a chili cook-off held on March 11, 2008 by the Classified Staff.

· They need volunteers.

4. Officer Reports:  Jason McKenzie and Tai Colbert
President:  Jason McKenzie
· Jason asked and has arranged on April 4, 2008, Peter Garcia will sit in on the LMCAS mtg. to have an informal discussion.  

· For anyone interested it will be during the last hour of the meeting from 3 – 4 p.m.

· Tai asked if there was a topic.  Jason said it could be discussed or saved for a report.

· Jason passed around a list that will be used to contact those who may want to join LMCAS – for recruitment purposes.

· A new Senator candidate was introduced named Isaiah Lopez.  

· In order to be eligible for an interview, you must do the following:

· Attend two meetings.  

· This meeting counts as one of the two for Isaiah Lopez.
· Dave Belman said these rules apply to all interested parties.
· There will be a chili cook-off held on March 11, 2008 from 11 – 12:30 p.m. by the Classified Staff.

· Jason will represent LMCAS.

· This is a campus wide event w/Student, Staff and Faculty participation.
VP:  Tai Colbert

· Tai suggested that Peter discuss what he’d like to see from Student Government in years to come.
· Tai addressed Dave, stating those interested in joining LMCAS; have an info session.  

· He said those present were welcomed to stay after the meeting for a Q and A session.

· Tai addressed the Senators stating that they need to bond.

· They should plan events.

· Should also have a planning session that would also be open to all.

VP of Finance:  Omar Lewis - Absent
· No report. 

Senator Reports:  Jamila Stewart
· No report. 

5. Degree/Certificate Discussion:  Jason McKenzie/Dave Belman
· Jamila sits on the Task Force of the Admin. of Colleges.  They put together a few questions for the student body. They are:
1. What is your stance about the value of our degree and certificates?
· More personal experience based on your focus.

2. What roles do instructional faculty, counselors and managers take in promoting degrees and certificates?
· Department and instructors should have a bigger role.

3. Should we employ international marketing to promote the completion of Ed plans and certificates/degrees?

· More promotion on college campus visits in Transfer Department.
· Jason will work with Jamila.
NOTE:  Omar Lewis arrived at 3:04 p.m.
NOTE:  There was no line item # 6 listed on the agenda.
7. LMCAS Strengths and Weaknesses Discussion: LMCAS

· Removed from agenda for discussion.
8. Election Review Discussion:  Dave Belman/Jason McKenzie
· Election - Student Government preparation process goes along with that.
· Jason deferred to Dave.  

· Dave corrected misinformation.  Student Government elections consists of the following:

· 3 Officers.

· 10 Senators (maximum number).

· A President.
· A VP.

· A VP of Finance.

· Officers are elected for 1 year.

· Must have previously been a Senator; nominated by the Board to run for office.

· Senators do not run in elections, they get appointed.  

· Can hold position for 3 years.

· Board can nominate; they run elections.

· Continued discussion about Senators being elected instead of board members.

· Suggested that a committee of 7 members be put together to oversee elections and have a timeline.

· Usually have campaign in April and elections in May.
· Jason said at the end of the semester all of officer positions will be open.

· Question posed – should Senators be a part of the election process?

· Should the student body decide?

· Jason supports it.

· Student involvement will allow them to see who they are.

· Election Committee Council has 7 members (seems a lot on a committee) to make sure all runs smoothly.
· They count ballots.

· LMCAS currently has 5 members.   Feels like there are too many.  Shouldn’t be a student that is running for position.

· Tai suggested that students should be paid to poll sit.

· Dave said could be a conflict of interest.

· Jason said it should be 5 not 7 members. He is looking for support on this.
NOTE:  Demetria Lawrence arrived at 3:20 p.m. 
· Due to the Educational Code of Conduct (code that schools are governed by) LMCAS is in violation and need to fix verbiage asap.

· Should say 5 units not 6 units.

· Timeline process will take place – Dave did not have paperwork.

· Will revise guidelines and vote next week.

· Will address timeline at that time.

Call for a motion to change Election Guideline Committee from 7 to 5 members.
Motion:



Tai Colbert

Second:



Angela Warner

Vote:



4-0-0
Vote passed by majority.

Call for a motion to change Guidelines to read 2.0 GPA and 5 units from 2.5 GPA and 6 units.
Motion:



Tai Colbert

Second:



Edima Udo

Vote:



4-0-0

Vote passed by majority.

· Question was asked whether the Elections Committee and timeline should be voted on.

· Omar Lewis said no it shouldn’t.

· Should be a discussion item next week for next semester – revise it.
9. Cafeteria Services: LMCAS
· Jason said that there have been some negative experiences with the current contractor Fresh and Natural regarding staff, food quality and service.  
· Their contract ends next year.

· Jason said that the students want a happy experience.

· Bruce Cutler asked Student Government to create a list of what they like/don’t like that he can take to the cafeteria staff to negotiate.
· The list should consist of the following:

ATM/Credit

· Not properly publicized.

· Staff discourages customers from using card.

· The staff has not been implementing correctly.

· Become upset when they have to use card.
Customer Service

· Staff is unfriendly.

· Bad attitude.

· Staff on phone instead of completing customer transaction.

· Walk away from customers who want service.
· Need sensitivity training.

· Waste food – throw it away if prepared incorrectly.

· More microwaves.

· Help clubs w/events.
· Meet student needs.

· Help overall campus.

· Should have additional food service area in new Quad area.

Food Quality
· Poor.

· No variety.

· Too much grease left on food products.

· Rotate dishes (leave out too long – attempting to sell, especially at full price).

Hygiene

· Staff does not wash hands when handling money and food.

· Should have packaged utensils.

· Staff should wear gloves.

· Do not have access to clean microwaves.

· No cover tops for microwaves.

Menu
· Should have weekly specials.

· Cheese steak.

· Steak and potatoes.

· Steak burritos.

· Healthier smoothies.

· Grits.
· 2% milk.

· Cold cereal.

· Choices for Diabetics. (special needs menu)
· Egg whites.

· Lactose intolerant selections.
· Vegetarian selections.

· Pre-packed salads.

· Ice-cream.

· Chicken strips.

· Ravioli.

· Macaroni & cheese.

· Pizza w/variety.

· Real orange juice.

· Spaghetti & meatballs.

· Turkey/BBQ.
· Baked beans.

· More international food selections.

· Fresh fruit cups.

· Better quality sushi.

Prices
· Have discounts.

· Offer more specials in complete meal forms (like surrounding food areas).

· Lower prices.  Too expensive for overall student body.

· No weighing salads.

· No charge for utensils and plates.
· They should combine efforts with the Green Team.  
· Demetria suggested that a letter be sent to the head company in San Jose before the contract ends.

NOTE:  Felero Smith arrived at 3:38 p.m. 
10. BBQ Discussion:  Jason McKenzie

· LMCAS during “Welcome Week” gave an event a day.

· People liked the BBQ.

· Rest of discussion to be discussed at next meeting.

11. Internal Committee Reports: LMCAS
· IDEAS – No report.
· SUSTAINABILITY – Jamila passed out an email handout for voting members.
· Outreach – No Report.

· Government – No Report.

· Spirit – No Report.
11. Adjournment:  Jason McKenzie
· Meeting adjourned at 4:00 p.m.
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