  Minutes of the Los Medanos College
Associated Students

      Senate Meeting

Date:



Friday, February 15, 2008

Time:



2:00 – 4:00 p.m.

Place:



Los Medanos College – Rm. 409




2700 East Leland Road





Pittsburg, CA 94565-5107

Chair:



Tai Colbert chair in Jason McKenzie’s absence
1. Call to Order:

Meeting called to order at 2:11 p.m.
· Roll Call:


Present


Late


Absent
Dave Belman

Felero Smith*

 Shirley Ortiz-Sanchez*
Tai Colbert*







Omar Lewis* 






Jason McKenzie*






Mercedes McLean

LaQuin Miller
Angela Shoga*
Menique Slaughter* 

Edima Udo*

Quorum:


Those present constitute a quorum.

*Voting Board Members
Adopt Agenda for Friday, February 15, 2008 and minutes from Friday, February 1, 2008: Tai Colbert
Call for a motion to approve the agenda for Friday, February 15, 2008.
Motion:



Omar Lewis
Second:



Edima Udo
Vote:




4-0-0
Vote passed by majority.

Call for a motion to approve the minutes for Friday, February 1, 2008.
· Motion tabled until next scheduled meeting.
2. Public Comment:

· No comments.  
3. Advisor Report:  Dave Belman
· Office remodeling is being continued.  The tables and chairs have arrived and been set-up.  The SLO is waiting on the computer which should arrive in the next couple of weeks.  

· A handout was passed out regarding “Cash for College Workshop” from the Financial Aid Dept.  

· The workshop will be held this coming Saturday, February 16, 2008 from 9 – 12:30 p.m.

· The grade change/grade grievances policy – originated from a DVC issue.  

· Los Medanos College is looking at the process.
· This comes from the president of the college – Peter Garcia wants the process changed.

· Could be a review level.

· Could have a representative stand in on writing changes or use draft.

· Could review as a board.

· Menique LaShon Slaughter notified those assembled that after hearing the student (she attended the grievance meeting in question) she felt the student was right.  Menique stated the instructor did not have proof of accusation.

· Tai Colbert stated whomever chosen should be in the review process – not necessarily required to attend.

· Dave Belman said that the revisions will most likely come from Gail and him.

· Omar Lewis said that students should have a chance to look at it to ensure there is a balance.
· Menique stated that she would like to be in on the writing changes.

· Per Dave, President Garcia is looking for this to be completed within the next 2 – 3 weeks.

· Dave informed Menique that he would send her the district board policy via email.
NOTE:  Angela Shoga arrived.
· There will be a chili cook-off held on March 11, 2008 by the Classified Staff.

· They need volunteers.

· Tai said that Jason McKenzie may be one of the cooks.

· Dave Belman announced that effective yesterday, Thursday, February 14, 2008; Shirley Ortiz-Sanchez officially resigned as Senator.

· There was a disturbance with one of the students whereby Crisis Response had to be called in.

· They arrived and worked with the student throughout the day to ensure to support them.

· Menique LaShon Slaughter called the campus police.  Dave said this was the right thing to do.

· Dave admonished that all should be a source of help but always take care of you.

·  Edima Udo spoke to the student and said that although they are better, once they return to school they may not attend future meetings.

· Tai said that the student body should be aware of Crisis Response, how it works, where they are located, etc.

· Dave said this information is targeted at staff.

· What should be the level of assistance?

· It should consist of:

· Confidential help.

· Psychological/Mental help.

· Pamphlet should be available in the SLO.

· Dave said the counselors at LMC have MS degrees that covers Psychology and could assist if called on.

· Phil Gottlieb in counseling is a point person that could be a good resource to students.

4. Officer Reports:  Jason McKenzie and Omar Lewis
President:  Absent
· No report. 
VP of Finance:  Omar Lewis
· Still working on the budget to be reviewed.

· Currently there is 61K remaining.
·  Working on formal proposal for artist coming for Spring Festival.
· Tai and Omar are currently working on this.

· Dave and Omar went through the bi-laws.

· Can’t change the Educational Code criteria – they regulate the requirements.

· Have to have at least a 2.0 GPA.
Senator Reports:  Tai Colbert and Mercedes McLean
· No Reports.

5. Gift Proposal:  Jason McKenzie

· Tabled until next scheduled meeting.
6. Academic Competition:  Dave Belman
· Dave Jan, Mercedes and Omar started working on this. 
· For the last 23 years there have been 4 students on a team.

· The students take a test on four different subjects.

· Highest score wins scholarship (will have various value).

· Scott Cabral is working on this.

· Is slated to be held in April.  

· Teacher participation will be decided in the next 2 weeks.
7. LMCAS Strengths and Weaknesses Discussion: LMCAS

· Tabled until next scheduled meeting.
8. BSU Event Proposal:  Menique LaShon Slaughter
BSU VP:  Menique Slaughter

· Menique Slaughter stated she gave out flyers at meeting before last.
· Omar Lewis and Tai Colbert need copies.
· Requested $1600.00 (revised for current handout of $1729.00) from LMCAS to cover the upcoming BSU “Overcoming” event on February 22, 2008 from 1:30 – 4:30 p.m. in the Library.
· Menique requested participation and help from those in attendance.

NOTE:  Jason McKenzie arrived at 2:35 p.m.
· Monies cover:

· 2 orators at the event.

· Decorations and food.

· Poetry.
· Dave Belman asked whether ICC had contributed funds to the event.  
· Menique confirmed she received a contribution from ICC totaling $500.00.
· BSU is will cover part of the decorations.
· Tai inquired about BSU’s financial status.
· Menique stated they were going to have a couple of upcoming fundraisers to augment their account.
· Menique stated the speakers were confirmed.
· BSU will also cover overtime costs for room set-up.

· Tai asked if they were advertising.  

· Menique confirmed there were.  She and others have past out and hung flyers so far.  The President of BSU is taking care of the marquee.
· There were questions regarding the final tabulations.

· Dave, as an FYI, informed the members that they don’t have to say “yes” or “no” or “all” or “nothing” to proposals that are presented. 

· Tai asked, “Did the advisor assist in putting together the budget?”

· Menique said, “Yes, Mr. McKnight did, he also attended BSU meetings and would be in attendance at the event.”

· Jason asked would there be additional funding requests?  Menique did say she did not foresee it.

NOTE:  Jason McKenzie officially took the chair at 3:07 p.m. 
· Dave reminded the members that the level of funding is what they wanted to give and then there should be a motion on it.
· Omar asked, “Did they want to motion to give to the event?”

NOTE:  Felero Smith arrived at 3:14 p.m. 
Call for a motion to approve $800.00 matching contribution for BSU February 22, 2008 event.
Motion:



Tai Colbert

Second:



Omar Lewis

Vote:




4-0-0
*Returned back to President Report.
4. Officer Reports:  LMCAS  

President:  Jason McKenzie

· Jason announced that Troy Carter called.  Troy is apart of the State Student Senate for Higher Education.

· There will be a student rally on April 1, 2008.

· Need student leaders to support the rally.

· Is there anyone that is interested?

· If so, contact Troy Carter at 916-367-9975 or log onto april1rally.org.

· Dave said Jason should call to check to see if flyers are available.

· This is serious.

· Our district is being impacted by the cuts in the amount of $1 million.

· $40 million from K – 12, CSU/UC will be impacted.

· Jason brought in and shared Sees candy given to members by Kiran Kamath.

· Jason had “thank you” notes to be signed for Vince and Ken.

· Jason proposed to get $50.00 gift cards.

· Provided handout (Request for support) form for the amount of $100.00.

· Agreement made to approve.

Call for a motion to approve $50.00 gift card(s).
Motion:



Tai Colbert

Second:



Omar Lewis

Vote:




4-0-0

9. Internal Committee Reports: LMCAS
· IDEAS – Tai Colbert said they are working on filling in the gaps of Central Campus Services by getting statistical data.
· SUSTAINABILITY – No Report.
· Dave suggested a request for a written report from the Green Team since there is currently no representative in the LMCAS meeting.   

· They will meet this coming Friday.
· Jason will look into it.

· Outreach – Omar Lewis said there will be 125 students on campus this Thursday from 10 – 12:30 p.m.

· The OCC Dept. is having a Career Exploration Day for them.  

· Tai would like to be apart of the tour.

· Government – Felero said that they will meet on Tuesday 11 – 12 noon and they are recruiting another student since one left.
· Currently they have 1 Faculty member, 1 Student and 1 Staff.
· Spirit – Mercedes McLean said they will have their 1st Dance event and will need to:

·  Recruit people.

· Have a banner made per Jason.

10. External Committee Reports:  LMCAS

· Shared Governance Council – Jason said that day before yesterday there was a lot of talk about the accreditation report.
· Went over strategic plan – RE:  Student Life.

· Jason said before Dave Belman arrived there was no objective.
· Dave said there was a lack of intentionality for the past 5 years.
· Goal of school is to build. 
· Added U.C. Berkeley trip.

· Dave wants to step back and think of true mission.

· Plan how to grow student involvement.

· Have theoretical models for leadership/assessment.

· Measure what students are getting out of experience.
· Peter Garcia wanted to know some campus issues to address.

· Textbooks.

· Cafeteria Services

· Dave suggested scheduling a meeting with Bruce Cutler.

· Get a list together to bring to him to develop a plan from.

· Dave suggested inviting Bruce Cutler to an LMCAS meeting.

· Present list of improvements.

· Give Bruce feedback from meeting.

· Jason will check into Bruce’s schedule for the next 2 weeks.

· Dave also suggested a meeting prior to the meeting with Bruce to develop list.
· STAC – will meet in the next 2 weeks.  Will discuss elections.
· Planning – No report.  They meet Thursday’s from 1 – 3 pm. or 2 – 4 p.m.  There should be a representative.
· TAG – Jason said address Jeff Eden from Apple Company regarding the Educational Savings Program.  

· Omar Lewis forwarded info.

· Curriculum – Edina Udo hadn’t attended a meeting as of yet but will next Wednesday.

· ICC – Jamila Stewart is LMAC rep Dave said not ICC.

· After some discussion, Dave asked if LaQuin Miller would bring printed ICC meeting notes to the LMCAS meeting.  I will make sure to do that.

· Accreditation – Steering meeting will be held in March.  

· Dave needs someone who is available on Monday’s from 3 – 5 p.m. to attend.

· Question posed, “What is a good day for an informal discussion with Peter Garcia?”  All members should get to know him.

· Dave said scheduling is an issue – use part of LMCAS meeting time to meet with Peter.

· Possibly order food.

11. Adjournment:  Jason McKenzie
· Meeting adjourned at 4:00 p.m.
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